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I believe that, if a group of middle and smaJl powers could be
persuaded to work together along the lines indicated above, an effective
stand-by arrangement could be brought into being .

I do not expect that even the most modest of such arrangements
could be accomplished quickly . Nevertheless, the Canadian Government is
determined to push ahead toward this goal . We have been considering plans
for confidential discussions with certain other governments, primarily of
military problems arising out of-past and•current peace-keeping operations .
As a first stage, such discussions would be confined to countries which
have taken steps to establish stand-by units for United Nations service .
Later they might be extended .

Out of these discussions may come suggestions for improving the
United Nations ability to conduct peace-keeping operations and for strengthe•
ing and co-ordinating arrangements for national participation in these opera•
tions . That is what I intended when I suggested at the eighteenth General
Assembly that there should be a "pooling of available resources and the
development in a co-ordinated way of trained and equipped collective forces
for United Nations Service" .

We shall be following up these exploratory talks with a more forma ;
approach to the other governments concerned . We have reason to hope that th!
share Canadian views on the need to improve on the present improvised and
haphazard approach to peace keeping .

My concentration so far on the organization and employment of
military force reflects my deep concern about the present operation in Cypru!
as well as a conviction which I have held for many years .

However, just as the United Nations is not the only instrument for
keeping the peace in today's world, international military force is not the
only peace-keeping United Nations machinery which should be readily availabli
There remains a growing need for unarmed supervisory teams, for experienced
.mediators and conciliators. This need should also be planned for .

Arising out of past operations, the United Nations has been able
to compile an impressive list of individual soldiers and civilians who have
demonstrated their qualification for serving as impartial international
servants . Some member governments are aware of the need to keep this list
up-to-date and up to strength . They have been proposing additional names to
They know that there will be more situations requiring the prompt dispatch o`
observers and mediators ready and able to serve the organization .

In many cases, the functions performed by an international force
more closely resemble those of the police than the military . This is
especially true in a country experiencing the breakdown of internal order or
torn by civil disturbance .

Police training is not usually a part of military training but it
should be, under any stand-by arrangement for an international peace force . ~
I would go further . If the United Nations, as such, cannot now organize its
own peace-keeping force, it should at least recruit a small professional


