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Let me explain what I mean .by reporting . - I mean the
ollection and interpretation of information about what other .-
oqer^m nts in the t•rorld are' doing, or what they are likely tô
o~ tiThich raay have some, effect, good or bad,, on Canada, o n

dians . I rsean letting the Government knovr, promptly and
ccu~tely, about events in other cauntries - happenings - the
noti'tledge and appreciaticn of .•rhich ti•rill enable our Government
o naY.e intelligent and informed decisions . Let ne give one or _
;ro topical examples . What is taking place today in China? Hoz•r
'll these events likely affect Canada, the safety and the freedom
f action of Canadian missions-in that far country, the prospect s
~ Canadian trade the extension of Canadian aviation in the Far
ast? What attitude are the British, the Americans, the Indians
aking tot^rard the new Communist regime ?

In a matter such .as this difficult and complex Chinese
sestion, the Department has a number of sources to tap, our _
bassy in idanking and the news and views of our remaining officers

ûere and in the Consulate General in Shanghai ; Canada House in
ondon and our Washington Enbassy ; our High Commissioners in New
elhi and Karachi and our offices in other countries having
nterests and experience in the Far East . Vie have, too, the
avantage of direct contact in Ottawa ti•rith the representatives of
any of the countries principally concerned .

All of this information, from these various sources, is ,
athered and analyzed in the Department in Ottawa . For what
arpose? So that our Itiiinister and the Government may, in the .
ight of such information and advice, rsake decisions, adopt
olicies . :7hat should Canadian shippers do about the T;ationalist
lockade of the Yan gtse? Should Caradian representatives i n
hina deal t•rith the Comr~nist authorities, do business tiTith thea?

-, ould recognit ion of the ne :•r regime by Canada and other friendly
o.rers strengthen the Soviet bloc? Would it hasten and hei6hten
he surge of Russian imperialism into all of South East Asia, or
ould the long deferment of recognition isolate us frors th e
hinese people, exclude from China all genuine democratic ïn-
luences? Z'lhere is the balance of advantage from the Car_adian
oint of viet•r? tiYhat does our information indicate as the right
olicy in the national interest?

One could give many -other examples frozi the continuous
lovi of reports which come in to the Department . :That is the
ature of the military assistance which the United States is
ikely to give to North Atlantic countries? Under what condi-
ons, financial and other•,rise, t•rill such aid be made available?

or ti•rill this affect Canada, our dollar position, our joint
dertarings ti•rith the United States for North hmerican defEnce?

ill the United States Services be able to make purchases of
ilitary supplies from Canadian factories? Hozv can the Canadian
terest, the Canadian situation in these circumstances best be
t to the United States administration, to Congressional leaders?
what arrangements are being made by Britain to obtain agricul-

ral products fron soft currency countries? ~~Yhat does thi s
~eGn for the Canadian food contracts in ter: s of Canadiar.
~ricultural and commercial policies? Or again, what effect upon
nada's overseas trade is to be expected from the closer inte-

~ation of European econpmies of which tve norr hear so much? What
orn is such integration likely to take? .7hat are the vie:•rs in
ndon? In Paria? In Belgiun and Holland ?

Upon these and many other questions the Goverr.ment
pect to receive, and do receive, up-to-date reports and advice,
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