
Any trade agreement that emerges from the Santiago Sumrnit, ICCHRLA urges, must
have as its core objective, its first priority, to respond to the essential human needs of ail
of the region's citizens. Any agreement must also guarantee, with enforceable
mechanisms, the fimdamental and intemationaily-rccognized human rights of ail citizens
to adequate food, just conditions of employmcent, fair wages, and access to health care and
education, as weil as to civil, political and cultural rights.

ICCHRLA is extremely concemned that without such guarantees and enforcement
mchanisms, the proposcd Frec Trade Arca of the Americas is likely to provoke a sinilar ~
chain of events to those which we have witnessed in Mexico since the implementation of
trade liberalization measures that culminated in thec NAFTA.

Together with our church and humnan rights partncr organizations i Mexico, ICCHRLA
bas documented how these policies bave exacerbated existing levels of poverty and
inequity, provoked increasing outbreaks of both peaceful and armcd social protest by
those who arc losing their land, livelihood and jobs, or seeing thic rosi value of their
income plummet i coniparison to the rising cost of basic necessities, making it more and
more difficult to feed their famnilles. This, i turn, bas provoked increasing social protest, p


