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The Foundation. 0f Nationiiood

A lively response to environment, a capacity Vo
assiiuilate and blend different cultural forces, and thle
assumption tilat diversity offers no tiireat Vo national
unity -- these are thle materials of Canadian nationilood,
thle strengti of ilich d.epends on the. nwRlber and cilaracter
of Canada's citizens. Thousanda of these citizens have,
in muodern timies, corne Vo Canada from abroad; in 1900 there
were 41,000 immigrants to Canada; tin 1913 tile new arrivais
numbered over 400,000. Two world wars and tihe depression
of Vile tiirties combined Vo reduce drastically this enriching
flow of peo~ple, wili bogan again on a small but fruitful
soale, in 1945. Aithougl Qanada's population bas, by
immigration and natural increuse, grown by nearly two million
since Vthe end of Vthe seonzd worid war, thle population density
is something less tlian 4 per square mile, cornpared with,
for example, 51.6 in the. United Kingdom, 712 in Belgium,
and 71? in thle N'etierands, Canada lias rooiu for newcomers;
and it is Vthe present policy of Vthe Canadian Government Vo
wej.come Vleni.

Thle Immigration Act 1

The. responsibility for ail immigration matters
under thle provisions of Vile Immigration Act rests upon Vile
Minister of Citizensilip and Immigration. Thle Immigration g
Branch, on. o? tile f ive branches comprising the, Department
of Citizensilip and Immigration, administers this Act.

Immigration from overseas was controlled by
legisiation as early as 1874., but it was not until 1906
that inspection staffs were stationed aiong thle Canadian-
Unlited States border. In substance, Vile Immigration
Aot currently in force was first enacted in 191.0.
lb lias been amend.ed from time to time in Vthe liglit of
oilanging conditions and administrative experience.

Broadly speaci.ng, Vthe Immigration Act is divided
into two parts. Tii. firat provides for administrative
machinery, sets out Vile duties of Immigration 01'?icers,
and defines Vile procedure applicable Vo personp aslcing

JE Immigration to Canada for tiie Fiscal Tear ended Marcii 31, 1950

From Overseas

Briih Otilers Yrom U.S.A. Totals

ÂpriJ. 2,994 5e538 560 9,092
May 2,21.7 6,331 636 9,184
JTune 29903 8e228 636 11,967
Ju1.y 1,939 7,937 740 10961.6
August 1,806 5,21.0 835 7,851
Soptember 1,îêS 2,155 854 4,174
Ocober X,450 5,394 708 79552
Nov.mber 1,822 3p864 666 09352
December 644 4pQ53 487 5,164
January 556 ZX699 455 39710
February 853,728 376 4,959
Marcil 847 49427 527 5,801

19,198 59,564 7,660 8642


