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their sentiments to the scientific and technological community concerning how

science and technology might be better managed to affect their lives in a

beneficial way. By the same token, the independence of the scientific and

technological community to investigate and publish without restriction and to

exchange their findings freely must be assured. The adoption and

implementation of ethical principles and codes of practice for the scientific

and technological community that are internationally accepted could enhance

professionalism and may improve and hasten recognition of the value of its

contributions to environment and development, recognizing the continuing

evolution and uncertainty of scientific knowledge.

PROGRAMME AREAS

A. Improving communication and cooReration between the

scientific and technological communitv and décision

makers and the public

Basis for action

118. The scientific and technological community and policy makers should

increase their interaction in order to implement strategies for sustainable

development on the basis of the best available knowledge. This implies that

decision makers should provide the necessary framework for rigorous research

and for full and open communication of the findings of the scientific and

technological community, and develop with it ways in which research results

and the concerns stemming from the findings can be communicated to

decision-making bodies so as to better link scientific and technical knowledge

with strategic policy and programme formulation. At the same time, this

dialogue would assist the scientific and technological community in developing

priorities for research and proposing actions for constructive solutions.

Objectives

119. The following objectives are proposed:

(a)
To extend and open up the decision-making process and broaden the

range of developmental and environmental issues where cooperation at all
levels between the scientific and technological community and decision makers

can take place;

(b)
To improve the exchange of knowledge and concerns between the

scientific and technological community and the general public, to enable
policies and programmes to be better formulated, understood and supported.

Activities

120. Governments should undertake the following activities:
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