
FACT SHEET - BANGLADESH

POPULATION: 109.5 millionAREA: 143,998 sq. km

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Constitutional RepublicCAPITAL: Dhaka

PRIME MINISTER: Kazi Zafar AhmedHEAD OF STATE:
Hossain Mohammad Ershad

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: 98% Bengali, 
250,000 Biharis, under 1 mn. tribal

LANGUAGE: Bangla (Bengali) 98% 
English, Urdu

GDP: US$16.5 bn CURRENCY: C$1 = Taka 28.41PER CAPITA INCOME: US$151

GDP REAL GROWTH: 0.5%(’89)UNEMPLOYMENT: 30%(’88)INFLATION RATE: 11%

MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS (1988/1989):

Exports (Total: US$1,363 mn.) Imports (Total: US$3,173 mn.)

18%1. Western Europe
2. Japan
3. U.S.
4. Middle East
5. Asia

24%1. USA
2. Western Europe 22%
3. Middle East
4. Japan
5. Eastern Europe 

CANADIAN TRADE STATISTICS (in Cdn $ mn)
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MAIN SECTORS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR CANADIAN BUSINESS:
1. Grains and Oilseeds
2. Advanced Technology Products and Services
3. Oil and Gas Equipment and Services
4. Power and Energy Equipment and Services
5. Multiple Sectors
6. Possibilities of Joint Venture Investment

RESIDENT CANADIAN BANKS : None

CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVE
Patricia Oxley-Young, Counsellor, Canadian High Commission, G. P. O. Box 569, Dhaka 1000, People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh; Tel: (011-880-2) 883-639 Fax: (011-880-2) 883-043 Telex: 64-2328 DMCN BJ

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE CANADA/ASIA PACIFIC SOUTH TRADE 
DEVELOPMENT CONTACT:
Gilles Potvin (PST), External Affairs and International Trade Canada, 125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 
0G2; Tel: (613) 992-0952; Telex: 053-3745; Fax: (613) 996-4309

REPRESENTATION IN CANADA:
High Commissioner His Excellency Mohammed Mohsin, 85 Range Road, Suite 402, Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 8J6; 
Tel: (613) 236-0138


