
CANADAIR Roils Out New Regional Jet

A mid symaphony music,
smoke and lasers, CANADAIR
Aerospace Group rolled out
its new Regional Jet earlier this
spring, full of optimism that
the product wili seil despite the
disastrous state of the airline
industry More than 2000 peo-
pie attended the giittering
ceremony, among thema Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney and
Quebec Premier Robert
Bourassa.

CANADAIR, a unit of the
Montreal-based transportation
giant, Bombardier Inc., began
the Regional Jet project back in
1989. Essentiaily a stretched
version of the Challenger exec-
utive jet, the RJ, as it is known,
will fill the niche between tur-

ICANADAIR's RJ
hopes to corner the
world market for
commuter aircraft.

boprop planes and those hav-
ing more than 100 seats. The
50-56 seat aircraft is the only
twin-engine commercial airlin-
er on the market with fewer
than 100 seats, and with a
price tag of $ 16.5 million it is
also the least expensive jetiiner
available.

Tom Appleton, executive
vice-president of the Region-
ai Jet Division, says the coin-
pany has more than 100 orders
and commitments aiready for
the jet, among thern DLT, an
affiliate of the German carrier
Deutsche Lufthansa. Other
customers include major North
Anierican and European
carriers.

Over the next decade, the
world market for commuter
aircraft is expected to be
around 1200, and with its
unique jetimer, CANADAIR
f uiiy expects to gain 40 to
50) per cent of that business.
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