
Hemîuspherî*c Security: Canada in the OAS
Canada's third year in the Organization of American States

(OAS) culminated in the meeting of the General Assembly in Ma-
nagua in June, during which the OAS adopted a series of ground-
breaking resolutions in the area of hemiîspheric security - thus
placing security issues firmly on the OAS agenda and work pro-
gram. Canada was instrumental in providing the substantive con-
tribution and political leadership necessary to bring these issues
to the General Assembly.

Building on successful efforts last year to establish the "Spe-
cial Conumittee on Hemiîspheric Security," Canada pursued an ac-
tion plan for engaging key Latin Amnerican partniers through the
OAS (as well as bilaterally) in bringing substance to the institu-
tional framework we and OAS partners had created for ongoing
discussion and practical cooperation on regional security issues.
In particular, Canada focused discussions in areas such as con-
flict prevention, arrns proliferation, conventional ams transfers
and the relationship between the OAS and thxe UN on issues of
peace and secunty, including the UN Secretary General's
An Agenda for Peace. Canada also brought forward strong and
clear views to the discussion on the future of the Inter American
Defence Board (IADB) and its institutional relationship to the
OAS.

These efforts resulted in OAS General Assembly adoption of
the following decisions in the area of hemispheric security:
- Report and resolution of the Permanent Council on Coopera-

tion for Security and Development in the Hemisphere - Re-
gional Contributions to Global Security;

- resolution on the IADB;
- resolution on a "Meeting of Experts on Security Mechanisms

and Measures to Promote Confidence in the Region";
- resolution on "Information on Defence Spending and Registry

of Conventional Weapons"; and
- resolution on "Consolidation of the Regime Established by the

Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean."
Together, these resolutions spant the hemispheric security

agenda and define a broad program of work for the Special Com-
mittee in the coming year. They also provide a focus for activities
in priority areas such as conventional arms transfers and conflict
management.

The resolution on "Cooperation for Security and Development
in the Hemnisphere" reflected many ideas Canada had fed into the
Special Comimittee's discussions during the last year and had pur-
sued in contacts with the Comxnittee's Chairman, Ambassador
Heman Patino of Argentina. As advocated by Canada, OAS
states agreed in the resolution to continue and to intensify work
in. the Special Committee. The resolution also established a frame-
work for "working groups of govemment experts" to meet to dis-
cuss selected topics on the security agenda.

The resolution outlines the work programn for the Special Coin-
mittee for the coming year. This will include:
- the relationship between the OAS and the UN;
- global and regional disarmamnent and arrus control;
- the relationship between development, environent and disar-

marnent and arms control;
- prevention of ail forms of proliferation of weapons of mass de-

struction and their delivery systems, and controls on the export
of dual-use goods and technologies;

Managua General Assembty outines work
program for security committee.
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