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Government agency leader in development information

"The International Developmeflt Research Centre (IDRC) is one of the very few devel-

opinent assistance orgatizatiofs to have a prograin and budget speciffcally devotedl to

the information sciences, which huis periited it to become somzething of a leader in tItis

field, " according ta the Centre s 19 79 review of its activîes.

nhe IDRC, a public corporation, was established in 1970 by the Canadian Govern-

ment to conduct research into the probleins of developing nations. Excerpts fron thse

Cen tre's ann ual review entited, Searching foll

During the 1978-79 fiscal year the
information sciences division supported
20 new projects and, over the past nine
years, has been responsible for about 12
per cent of the Centre's project budget.

The work of the division is wide rang-
ing, and its choice of subject areas often
reinforces the activities of the other three
prograxn divisions:
. support for international information
systems, either global or regional, with
particular emphasis on assisting develop-
ing countries to participate ini, contribute
to, and benefit from, such systems;
. support for specialized information
centres dealing with topics of importance
to international developmelt;
. improvement of library services, i-

cluding operation of IDRC's own library

to serve as a resource for both the Centre
and the development community;
. industrial extension services, especially
for small-scale or rural-oriented industries
in developing countries;
. cartography, especially the develop-
ment of teams to apply the data obtained
from satellites i order to~ produce the-
matic maps; and
. computer science, the application of
data-base management systems to the
storage and retrieval of information in
developing countries.

International co-operatioii
International co-operation in information
work has remained the main focus of the
information sciences division over the
past year, particularly through co-opera-
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