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R. A. C.-(x) Please answer the folloving questions,

iii the REViEW. Naine thc bird describeti as follows: 111

size nearly as large as a robin; the hfead and back a rcd-

dish-orange, whi-le others are slaty, mnerely tiixted vviLl

orange; the wings are siate color, striped. Large flocks

frequent orchards on mnilti days in winter.
-(2) What is meant by the chinook w 'inds? if

they *blow through passes ini the Rockies, how are they

able to moderate the temrperature of Alberta?

(3) What is the cause, of the black knot fouind on phium

and cherry tr iees?

(i) Prrobably the Pine Grogbeak, the description
of which we give so that you may compare when
next seen: Sla-ty gray,; more or less strongly washed
with rose-reti, strongest on the crown, rump,
upper tail coverts, and breast. Wings fuscous
('brown or grayish black), their coverts edged with
white; tail fuscous. In the females the red color is
replaceti by olive-yellow. The bird is rather slow
and -inactive when in a tree. In fiying it bas a loud
whistle which is very characteristic. It bas a gen-
eral resenvblaùce to the robin, but its short, thick
beak and fortked tail are striking differences.

(2) The Cbinook is a 'warmn, dry westerly wind,
ocourring several times each winter, and usually
lastingtwo or three days. It brings a spring-like
mildness ýto the temperature and is so dry that the
1snow andi ice disappear without the visible produc-,
tion of water. It seerus to absorb moisture like a
sponge. These westerly winds bloiwing f rom the
Pacific, whose waters are wartned by the Japan cur-
rent, give a plentiful rainfaîl as they inount the
siopes of British Columbia towarti the Rockies.
Clinîbing over -these or tbrough the passes they
retain their w'armth though they have os-t their
moisture, and hence moderate, the temperature in
the plains of Alberta anti other portions of north
western Canada and the United States. There are
similar winds in Swi'tz'erlaaid, New Zéalanti anti
other parts of the worl. The wind is soi called
becaupe ki blows from the region of the Chin'ooks;
tribesilof Pacific coast Indians.,

(3) The black 'knot is a kinti of fungus very
destructive to cherry and pluin trees. Chiltiren
should 'be taught to prune off the twi-gs on which it
occurs anti buru thern.

"Wé japanese," the japanese mninister at Paris is
credited with saying, "have for many genera-tions
sent te Europe' exquisite lacquer work, delicately
carveti figures, beautifui embr'oidery anti many offher
comniodities, which showeti how artistic wie were;
but the Europeans tiescribed us as 'uncivilizeti.' We
have recently killeti sonie eveulty thousand Ru'ssians
anti every European nation is wontiering aýt the hdgli
condition of civilization whidi wie have attained."l

CURRENT EVENTS.
A contract bas been madewitb the Allan line for

a direct 'steanisbip service betweèn this cou'ntry d
France.

For the AlIan bine service betwýeen Canada and tlhe
Britisi Isles, two new turbine steamships have been
built, the first of w-hich is now rn bler trial trip, anti
wiUl sail for Halifax on Maroh -23,rd. These ships
will be able to make the run froin Movýille to Halifax
in five days anti twclve -heurs, or f rom Moville to
Rimouski in six days.

A bill i now before parbianient for the erection. of
twe new provinces in the Northwest. Eacb will
cever approximiately baif of 'the terri'tory now occu-
pied 'by the provisional ternitories of Assiniboia,
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Athabhaska; and the
division line between theni is the iioth rneridian.
Tbey are to 'be nameti respectively Saskatchewan
and Aliberta; and have a present population of about
250,000 eacb. Regina anti Edmionton are te be the
provisional capitals. The change will probably take
effect on Dominion day, wben there will be nine
provinces in the Dominion, forrning an unibroken
line f rom t'be Atlantic te the Pacific ceast.

Wile the Atlantic provinces of Canada are still
under tbe deepest covering of snow th-at we have
known for niany years,,spring has corne in Aliberta,
andi seed sowring bas begun.

Tbe Simplon tunnel is completed, and it will soon
be open for traffic. From Briga, in Switzei'band,'to
Iselle, on thbe Italian -sitie of the mountain, it bas a
length of about twelve miles.

The Emperor of China lias recently approveti a
mernirial presenteti by a prorninent officiai, advising
the establish-ment of -a council of officiais, te meet at
at the emperer's commiand. Sudi an officiai adrvis-
ory boarti niay be likeneti te the legislative council
anti executive council of a crown cebony under our
system of government, anti is looketi upon as a atep
towartis parliamentary governulent.

he B'ritish govertnment, whach lias for many
years owvned anti controlieti the telegraph service in
thie British Isles, in connection W-ith the post office
depaTtmient, bas decitiet te buy out the Naýtiànl
Telephone Company, and contiuct the Weephone ser-
vice in tihe saine way.

Canada will take over the tiefences of Halifax anti
EsquintaIt on the first of Jtubv, anti naintain tbemn as
at present niaintaineti bv thie British forces. The
offer to do so was matie three years ago, but was not
accepteti at the tinte. The impenial troopa in tihe
West Intiies wHl not 'be withtirawn at present, as
their presence there is neetiet in case of disorder

amonghe, back.
J. .Tyrrli, tbe Canadian explorer, w'ho has

recen-tly returneti from tihe far north, ris strong-ly
impresset with tihe -great value of the Hudson Bay
route te) Europe. He believes that Hudson'is Strait
wiîll be founti navigable for five rnonths of the yer.
The bay, of -course, is always navigable, for it neyer
freezes over. The country arounti the shores of tbe
bay is rich in -gaine anti minerais; andi at Chester-
fieldi Inlet a ndoh timber belt, runs far westtward into
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