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a Rupert versus American Ports
Cffects Which Will Flow fromn the. Order-lu-
Concerning Free Ports for Fish Diucussed by
fic Fisherman of Seattle.

izens of American Pacific fishing ports have
awakened by the publication of a Canadian

icil throwing open the ports of British Colum-
can fishing vessels and seekcing their patronage
of epoch-making concessions. The formai
the document, testifying its intention of in-

ishermen to «transfer their base of operations
to Prince Rupert and ... later transfer their
>oats to Canadian registry and permanently
i Prince Rupert," brought home with a shock
ai public what the. fishermen have anticipated

The various phases of this plan have been commented
on from time to time in the columns of the Pacîfic Fisher-
man as they developed, and even when these articles were
widely copied, as was the case last fali, the public received
themn fot only with inaction, but 'with incredulity. This
is probably traceable to that fixed impression of the indus-
try, germinated by a certain irresponsible element, which
pictures our fishing industry only as a fugitive flying from
justice, and which could not realize that this same industry
might be courted assiduously by a foreign power. When
the Canadian Fish & Cold Storage Company announced
its intention of constructing a fisheries cold storage at
Prince Rupert the Canadian people unhesitatingly donated
$80,000 to the enterprîse. If in 1908, when James and
William Calvert undertook the. construction of a fisheries
cold storage of record size at Seattle, they had sought public
assistance on the ground that their plant would serve to
establish Seattle as a fislieries center, they would have been
only derided for their presumption. Yet these two cases
are to ail intents parallel, and they constitute an interesting
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