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to my notice the oth inst., was by its alarming nature, the cause ;

ot my report of the same date; also I attach report of the ins-
pector of boilers of the r1th. instant, and of a letter that I
addressed to His Worship the Mayor on the 12th instant.

The report above mentioned of the inspector of boilers, as
I said in my letter of the 12th inst, to His Worship the
Mavor, should have calmed the undue excitement caused by
mine of the oth instant, but as he only reported on the pre-
scnt state of the boilers, I thought best to reserve that portion
ot the conclusions of my report of the oth instant, relative to
the injurious consequences, in the future, of the delay in the
purchase of the boilers, consequences taken from the warnings
of Mr.Kearney, which Mr.Champagne dit not contradict in
his report. The said Mr. Champagne having since affirmed
verbally to'the Water Committee that the present boilers were
adequate to do without danger, the work of the Water Works
pumps during lew water when the water wheel power has di-
minished, I consider that this affirmation on the part of the
highest responsible official in charge of boilers, relieves me of
thc moral responsibility that I was put under by Mr. Kearney,
and my only regret is that this opinion was not brought sooner
to my notice, which would have prevented me writing the
report of the gth instant.

Respectfully submitted,

GEO. JANIN,
Superintendent M. W. W.

And a further debate arising,

On motion of Ald. L. A. LAPOINTE, seconded by Ald.
VALLIERES, it was

Resolved: 'That further consideration of the report now be-
fcre Council be deferred until the next regular meeting of
Ceuncil, to constitute the first order of the day, and that the
(1) Superintendent of the M. W. W., (2) Assistant-Superin-
tendent of the M. W. W, (3) engineer of the low level pump-
in~ station and (4) boiler inspector be instructed to report,
in the meantime either jointly or separately, on the exact
condition of the water works system.

Ald. VALLIERES thereupon moved, seconded by Ald.
1A EAPOINTE:

In view of the fact that the fire insurance companies have de-
cided. to increase certain of their rates of premium’ against
risks from fire within certain limits of the City, upon the pre-
text that the workine of the aqueduct is defective, that the
water pressure is insufficient and that the machinery and ap-
paratus for the pumping of water and the extinction of fires
are in bad condition;

As it is of importance to reassure the public against the

. serious consequences which might result were such the true

condition of affairs, and in view of the fact that the reasons
and grounds thus far put forward by the companies in justi-
fication of their action are unfounded and erroneous;

Be it consequently unanimously resolved to energetically pro-
test against the action and proposed action of the fire insu-
rance companies for, amongst others, the following rea=ons:

1. For several years past the City ‘administration has done
ite utmost to improve the good working of the water depart-
ment and of the fire department, for the purpose of affording
a1l possible means of protection to public and private property
within the City against the ravages of fire. and very large
sums of money, to wit, $268.000, to the Water Department
since 1902, and $200,614, to the Fire Department, also since
1002. have been voted to increase the water pressure and to
furnish apparatus for the fire brigade;

2. The service for protection against fire has been specially
improved : three new fire stations, costing $26,340, $22.061 and
$41,561 respectively have been recently constructed, equipped
with the best apparatus known on the American continent;
the old stations have also undergone extensive additions and
improvements, and amongst other things the brigade has been
increased by 75 men, and new and improved apparatus cap-
able of throwing jets of water to a height of fifty ft. above the



