
MASSEY'S ILLTJSTRATED.

Bird-Houses.
The possessors of i twns, yards and gardens have

been, within the lat few years, awaking to the fact
of the valuable assistance rendered by the birds.
The graceful flîtting, cheerfal cbirping and xncrry
sîngiug of the birds add animation to a country
landscupe.

Chiidrcn ivho are tra~incd to observe and care for
birds will many tinies have ani occupation for an
otherwise dulland idic heur. Two brothiers twelî e
and fourteen years aid, who arc spending their fir t
year in the country, found, untold deliglit dur-
ing the spring iii building housas for the birds
ivbich have so intercsted them. They hicsitated at
first about conmsncing the wark, fearing that it
wvas so late ini the spring thiLt the birds wvouid have
aireacly sciec;ted the places for their nests. Their
uncle reassurad. them, by teihing tbrni that saine
late comrnas wvould bc sure to need and like the
bouses, anîd that they wouid be surprised how
nîany second broods wvould bc raised in the homes
thay would provicie.

The boys decided. to make the most simple and
easiiy constructod anas first, and take a longer tirne
for the more elaborate bouses, tliinkhing, even if
they -sverc not occupied, tbey wvould be an ornament
to the grounds, and ready for the flrst-comers next
spring.

Tin cans were used for mnakiig the first bouses.
Whaere the cans were opcned to remove the fruit,

the tin was cnit out to niake a square instead of a
round opening. On the lower edge of this opening
a thin bit of board was fastened by wiras passed
through holes to g tva the bird a place to lighit on.
Two lioles ivere aise cut on both sides of the top
and of the bottom of the cans, throughi wih2
strings wvere passed by which the cane vcre sacure-
ly fastsned ta a braneh of a tree. The cans were
painted a <laik grey.

On the side of the wood-house wvas fastened a
vayneat braîvn cottage fasbîonied out of cigar
bxs(fig. 1). This cottage vvas adorned, with a

rounded. front, surmouinted by a waather.vane made
of %vire. The door was eut withl a frot-saw, and
was pointed insead of arched, te suit the capacity
of the workcrs. One box formed the bouse proper.
A larger box furnishc d the pieces for the rounided
front, platform, and the braket ut the back by
which it was faste,d ta the wood-houso.

A larger dwelling ta ba inailed on the side of the
carriage-hpuBe and intancied for the use of the
mue-tins (fig. 2) ivas two stories in baîght witbl a
baony in front of each. A small flag floated from
a miniature staff naiied ta the peak in the f î ont of
the roof. This bouse was niade of thin boarde
naiicd together ivith elender brade. The balconies
were ornamented by curved pieces ai, eaah end
wvhittiad ont îvith a pocket-knifè. The doors were
urched. The bouse waa divided ineide into uippar
and lower stories. These were again divided by
severai partitions.

The most ornamental structure made by the boys
adornad the top of a post around. wbich clambered
a vine, (fig. ,3) It was a~ round woodan box ta
wbich they fitted a conicai roof, mnade of wedge.

sbap e e of ehingie and seenrely tacked to the
bo. ie roof was then tbatched with straw, giv-

ing a picturesque affect to the houe. The thatah
wvas lieid in place by rows of wire conreuled beneath
the overiapping straw. It wvas furthar adorned
with an elaborate weather-vane made of a siender
rod, on the end of which was a small rubbar bail.
The arrow wus eut from a bit of ebingie. Rod,
arrow and bail Nvera %Il giidsd. ]Doors wera eut ut
regular distances around the bouse.

Ned's memnorandum book, made in imitation of
bis uncle's, containad the followvîng-

NOTES ON BIRD-HOUSE BUILDING.

Cana are excellant and ara liked by the simailer
birds. Lt would ha an improveinent ta their looks
ta place a thatelhed or pointed roof over theni.

TPhe ornamnentai top of an aid pu mp, bite of cast-
off furniture, round boxes, &c., can ail bc used ta
good advantage and fine effeet ini oarnmental bouses.
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Fig. 2.

Varions pieces of oid brass, such as iamp tops,shade frumes and aid keye, %vork in weil for making
ornamontal pieces and weuther-vanes.

For gold paint use carniage gilding. Five cents'
worth will go a long wvuy.

For fastening nip the houses different methods
wiil have to be used, according ta the places wht.re
thay are ta be put tup. Wlien it can be used, wire
is better than string, and seraevs than nule.

To proteat the hie-de fram. the cats wben the
bouses are on paies, pieces of discarded etove pipe
can ba slipped, over t hep oies halow the bouses and
nuiled ini place, than painted the calor of the pale,
or the post can ha wrapped. with barhed wire for a
short distance.

Saf t hrawna, grays or dark greens ai-s the hast
colore ta use for painting the houss.
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Thanksgiving Games.

LET Tbanksgiving ba a nigbt of rollicking fun for
the obidren, littie and big. In after yaars when
ýthey arc away from home, ite influences wvill lingar
around them. stili. Your son or daugbter may ha
kapt in the "s traight and narrow way " by the ne-
membrance of just ana happy bomne nigbt.

A simple gaine that even the baby ean uineost
take part ini, je cullad "'Fiel, flash, or fowi." The
leader muet stand and say ta ana, IlFisb, flash, or
lowl," than if befone be bas counted five that ane
doseot give the naine of seoms fowl, be mnust puy
a forfait. Thora je lots of fun in this gama, for jin

hie effort te thînk of some fowl quîckiy, ane is
iikely to get conused and ce-y out Ilcels," or "Ie-e
phants," forgctting that these are nikely fowis.
Tha leader muet talk rapidly for the older folk,
but more slowiy for the littie once. It wili incite
the latter ta look up ail the *availuble naines of
fowl when they know this game is to be piuyed.

If there is a large party of boys and girls, it cous-
ins or neiglibons hava been ukcd ini, IliThe Joily
Marinans "is an enjoyable game. Have tha parler
doors opaned s0 as ta pasa tbraugb ana door ani
out ut the otber. The boys ail manch round, the
ans wvho takes the iead with a hankarchief lover
bis shoulder, and ail singing:

*We are a set ci jolly jolly, lads,
Wbo've juet arrnvcd an ebore;

We epend aur davs lin many merry ways,
As we bave dons before.

And we will turu around and 'round
And we il tiarn around,

And he who Oinde a very pretty girl
Mfuet kide her kneeling down."

Having chosan bis Ilve-y pnatty girl," and salut-
ad ber, hae spreads hie bandkerchief for lien ta kneel
upon, wbile the girls Bing :

"It'a a barzain, a bargan for you, young man,
It's a bargain, a bargain. for you;.

You'ro gi, en your wrýd, now keep i t true,
And love hier all you can."

Then anothar lad takes the iead, and the sang je
repeated until ail the girls bave heen chasen.

Thers ien't much ta be said for the mater or
rbyrna of these verses, but the baye and girls wiIl
nat be tao criticai about thut, and thasa who abject
ta boys and girls of tender years kissing saab otb.
er, may teacb the former ta maka a courtly bow
instead.

1 My futhen's gat home frein India " je an old
gains but it neyer fails ta bring down the houase.

Seat the childrcn on these sides of the room, and
let the leader ait so that ha can ha sean by ail. Ra
muet then say, "1My father'a got borne fram India. "
IlWbat did hae bring yeti V" ana muet he instnucted
ta ask. You e-eply " «A fan," and thon begin ta fan
youe-seif with your band, whieh ail must imitate.
Then yan nepeat the remue-k about the return of
your father, and anathar askti, IlWhiat did hae bring
you 2" "lTwo fans," fanning witb bath bande,
which ail must imitute. To the naxt question the
answver ie, IlTwo fans, a boot, and a ebos," wbicb
necessitates that bath bande go thraugh the mo-
tion of funning, whiie the feet tap the floor. To the
next yeu rapiy, Il'Two fans, a boot, a ehoe, and a
bat," and then the bad muet be naddad. Tha first
ana who misses any motion muet puy a forfait, ani
it is needlese ta 8ay that tha forfaite ara many. It
je neaiy gaad exercisa, and after the littis ans
laeur bean thoroughiy instructed in gumea of this
kinid, they will relieva you of their cars tbrough
many a busy hour by piaying them among theam-
selves.

IlTUÂr'a the end af my tale," as the tadpole eaid when he
turned into a bulltrog.1


