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P UBýLIé•III[NU ('OMP-1ANY tvili bij hpld at the Offlce

ofIIELEK, ;7 Tordau. Street, on 1Vednescdly, îl'fay 0'h
<fthreep o',hwk- in fthe qfïernomi.

By order,
(VAJi'Ee ilR00]>.

('iîîrent Topics.

TheAccden .Lady Aberdeen lias liad an escape f romi
Lady.bld,, vliat might have been a tragic fate. Whenl

the Princess was at Ottawa she was
throwîs out of hier sicigli and suffered serious injury. It is

"'lfortunatc that Lady Aberdeen sliould have met with a
SIlflewhat similar disaster. We trust that the resuits of

teUnfortunate occurrence have already passed away, and

rEsPectUuî Congratulations on bier escape.

Thhgea
p1'oode. ing the ie tri o hwigisef

a"' th warmi Sun of Spring commences to
it. The lakes and rivers are rising ail over the country.

Tepeople Of Toronto are delighted at the prospect of the
Water ising in the Bay. Tihe people of Montreal have been

dre&ding a repetition of the great floods which so, of ten de-
VB.ta'ted Griffintown. Those who remember the flood of
186i when the water reaclied far up M'Gill Street will know

wiat '()"s sucli a flood can occasion. Lower down the river
grèU damage lias been done. But at Sherbrooke and Rich-

IrIond in the Eastern Townships there lias flot only been
'danMage but loss of life. Landslides on the Northi Shore may
ais0 lie expected. The powers of nature stil] assert thcm-
1ýeives and man's purnv licipiessncss is made painfuily evident
in the face of these catastrophdos. People liave become s0

aecs5to'n'e to the astonislnng triumiphs of science that tliey

'are apt to forge that God stili reigris in the Heavens. Wlien

tbey a1re face rto face witli soine great calamity tlien tlicy
Pipreciate that there are powers in the universe wliicb com-

P('l even their self -suficient arrogance to pause and thînk.

Gri1 và. Tory The date for the Dominion elections is fix-

Tory 'va. G rît e.d. The candidates will next be noîninat-
cd, and soon tlicy will be at it liam mer and

tt8,The Conservatives have on their side two stroflg

ýpiîit8, The trade policy of the party appeals to the matttrial

inteests of Canada. The strong minstenance ofthle Cana

dian sentiment, and their striking out an anti-American

poiicy lias gîven them the licarty support of young Canada.

The Liberals have on their side the disunion in the Coriser-

vative ranks over the scliool question. The Lîberal leader

is a Frenchi Canadian and can count to a certainty on

Frenchi Canadian sympatsy. H1e lias studiously avoidcd

committing himseif on the scliool question for lie lias isot

said one word to sliow hie wiil not, if elccted, give bis fellow-

religionists in Manitoba wbat tlicy ask. is followers caîs

safely say one thing in Ontario and lie another in Quebec.
The weakness of tihe Liberals is their tendency to look to
Washington. It shows itself even in trifles. Sir R. Cart-
wrighit, for instance, says that the R. M. Coliege,at Kingston,
was founded af ter the model of Westpoint. It *as no sucli
tlsing. It is on tlie model of Sandhiurst. These evidences
of Ainerican leaning make the Canadian people liesitate. If
the Conservatives can make it clear to the Ontario electors
that if tliey return Laurier lie is very likciy to give Manitoba
Separate schools, whicli is wliat they object to, and that

Laourier is certain te, overturu the trade policy in deference
to Cartwriglit's notions, tliey will win. If tise Liberals cars
satisfy the clectorate tisat they xviii not alter the trade pohicy,
and wili convince the people that tlsey wiil no longer look
to Washington, they wiil turn their opponents out of power.

No one can feel very sorry that the terni

Parliamnost. of tise present parliament is almost run out,
The dead iock is not witliout, precedent in

tise Imperial Parliament. Perliaps wc miglit say that the

Irish members beliavcd worse in Lo)ndon than the worst of

the obstructers bave donc in Ottawa. Stili the siglit is mot,
picasant to, contemplate. Why lias not an attcmpt been
nmade by botli sides to put an end to tise Manitoba difficu]ty?
It is the fault of the Governament, say some. It is the fault
of the Opposition, say others. llowever this may be, wc do
not ourseives believe that tise Opposition will have advanced
their cause an incli by the course whicli they have taken. It
is possible -wc do not think it probabe-that they may gain

a majority ait, the next elections. If tliey do, their troubles
will oniy lie beginning ; for this question must lie settied not
by a denial of a grievance in Manitoba, or a refusai to
remedy sucli gricvanc c; but by a settiement in a manner
that will grive reasonabie satisfaction to ail parties in the
country and thus bring about peace.

The quidniencs arc now liaving their fling.
Campaigo nmn aetewihi ahrt h
aumourg. I aycss h ihi ahrt h

thouglit. The iatest rumôur is that Sir

Mackenzie Bowell is no longer Premier and that Sir Chiarlces

Tupper lias been called upon to foras a Cabinet. The most
satisfactory report is that Chief Justice Meredithi wiii iead
the Ont.ario contingent in the new nuini4try. It iý- to, be
lioped that this iast report is truc. Tise Chief Justice is the
kînd of man sad]y nceded in politics and liard to replace.
On the Bencli witbout any disrespect to lis legai attainments
tise vacancy cars be wcll filled. But it wiil give thse saine
confidence to the Tupper ministry to sec W. R. Meredithi
the Ontario representative that it does to tise Ontario Min-
istry to sec Sir Oliver Mowat thc Premier. and no man can
say more than that. On the other side they say that the
Minister of Education is to join the Liberal ranks at Ottawa.
If lie does lic wiIl undoubtedly give tliem streiagth. The coin-
position of thc Quebec contingent is, as the late lamentcd
Lord Dandreary useci to say, something Ilno feiiow can un-

derstand." Their ways in the Frenchi Province are peculiar.
They are governed by influences that other Canadians do flot
clearly foilow. They work out their own saivation in

political matters to suit themseives. Mr. Cliapieau seems to

lie their trump card. Whenevcr tlicy get tired of one of
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