
THE WEEK.

Sound. It is when we try ta apply the
jrinciple ta what je known ta be the prac-
tica at Washington, and, we mey add, at
Ottawa and othar capitale, thet it takas on
the tinge of ircny. '1 Since 1861," says Y lie
Nation, cammenting an Senatar Hoar's ltt-
tan, Ilthere have bc en twenty-six charges
made in tte tariff, ail increasep. Now,
nearly ev ery one of these changes was made,
not at the rcquest of 65,000,000 people,
but af Email purties of men, aometimea
solitary individuals, sametimes af de'ega-
tiens representing ana industry. Every
ana of theim Stnatar Hoar appraved af,
etc." Every rcadr knows liow cccuretely
t hase words describe the procese 'which lias
been going on at Ot' awa ever since the Bud-
get was announced, and which je still gaing
on. No ana will Suspect us af admiring
the Coxeyite way of attempting ta cqualize
mat tare or cOL trol national legisiaticrn. But
if a few hundrede or thousande of Canadien
fariners and other consumnera, who felt that
thair interas were heing ov(rlooked in
ilia absence of special delegations at Ot-
tawa, whila the Goveriment and mexnbers
are canstently made ta feal the influence of
the daputatiane frein the few wliose inter-
esta they miglit believe ta ha opposed ta
their own,,should resolve te appear and urge

their vie upon the Gave runent and Cern-
mane in persan, an what grouind cou]d the
niglit t~e denied thein 1

On what principle can a Gavernmcnt
give repeatcd audience ta the few and deny
it ta the many 1 la it tl at the lrgr nuin-
ber ie Euggesitive af intimidation t la net
the other equally capable of usirg intimida-
tion of another kind 1One lias but ta ra-
cal] certain btataments which wene boldly

* mae in the Canadian Manufacturer, a year
or twa aga, in order ta find a suggestive
answer ta the question. 0f course the far-
mare and other law-ab-ding citizens of
Canada are nat like]y ta have either the
inclination or the time ta go in large bodies

* ta Ottawa, ta lay thair views baîcre the
Gaverninent while Parliament ia in session.
But, aesuming that tlire in a ccnflict or di-
vergence of views and iatenasts between
them nnd the prapriate ofa the varicus in-
dustries wliose representativas ora s0 niuch
in evidence at the Capital, and keeping in

* mind the great advantsge which the latter
couscquently have for impnessing their
opinions ùpon the law-makers, it seema a
tai r question wliatler the ie quelity should
not be correctcd by a strict adliareuce ta
the principla, that the elected reprasanta.

* tives af the people are the anly praper me-
diurn of communication batwaen the Gav-
eruiment and the peop!e, at leaast whule Par-
liament is in session. If it je maiLtained,
on the other band, that it je the right af
the prapriatars af every industry ta hava
acceas ta the reeponsible teads of dapart-

* mente, for the purposa aI giving informa-
tion and urgiug thair awn viawo, peranally

or through the mediumn af cliosan agente,
why should it not tie cqually the niglit of
the farmue, tradasmen, etc., ta do the saine.
If a dozen, or fil ty, praprietars or managera
may have their cause pleedcd by thraa or
four delegates, why may nat tan or a hun-
dr(d thousand laboi ers ba representcd in
lika proportion by a few hun ded or thou-
sanda of thair own clasa ? This je a ques-
tic n whicl isl likely ta be warmly discusscd

acrass the border in the neer future.

The last debata an the Registration Bill
in the OLtaria Irgislature, afforded two
curiaus illustrations of the effect of party

predilectiane in warping the lc.gic and duli-
ing the moral perceptions aI aven thosa
who are, apart Inom questions which appeel

strongly ta party feeling, fair and broad-
minded mern. The firet casa was that of
Mn. Meredith, wlia, by the way, as Sir

Oliver Mowat observed, lias fallen this
session into the habit af applying unuaually
strang epithcta ta hie appanients, and lias
bast soet hingin dignity and, we ventura ta
think, in power, by the ch]ange. Hie judi-
ciel fairnesa lias always Feemed ta us hithar-
ta ta ha ana of hie chief sources of strength.

The change nzay probably be accounted
for by the near approach af the elections.
But that is hy the way. The point ta which.
we refer appeara whan wa place Bide by
Bide two parts af hie speech. In the frlet
lie says, with great trutli and force,
that Ilit je unfain that a Govern-
ment suppartcd ins the whole country by a

majanity af frein 3,000 ta 10,000, should
hava two-thirds af the nembers of the
bouse." The unfairnesa je s0 obvious that
it je liard taet se wby a Goverumant and

party containing many gaod men ara not
ashamcd of it. 0f course, the aId answer,
which je really no auswer at ail, that the
saine unfairnesa exista ta a mucli greatar
degrea in the Dominion Hanse, will ha crs
the lips of ail the Gaver nment's supporters.
But whie we are in fuîl and haarty sym-
pathy with Mn. Meredith in bis denuncia-
tien of thîs grave abuse, we ara taken back
immediataly by hie danauncing, in still
atraniger language, the meane by which tha
Goverinment sacured a supporter in Torno,
under the Ilminanity " systein, naw eband-
oned. If it is unfair that in the whole
country the Goverument should have a
inBjonity of supporters out af ail proportion
ta its majarity of abattors, it is suraly un-
fair that a city ceni air ing so large a Liberal
contingent as Toronto shauld be compelled
ta leave that large bcdy of ite citizans abse-
iutely without representatian in Perlia-
ment.

Perbepa a stili moe markad instance
af dulnese af moral vision in a party leader
je contained in the fol]owing extract froin
the Globe'8 repart of Sir Oliver Mowat's
rapiy ta Mn. Menedith'@ complaint of garry-
mandaning, aboya rafarred ta : IlIf a
Governinent or party, in arranging con-
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stituencieq, working in this Wayl 10lod

itself confronted by two arraflgefleltp

which, party considerations apa tj ef

equally good, he did net sec whY the Goe
ernment should not Select that aruein

which appeared ta be most in ito ayS

The GovernmerLt had not done 90 "WYl

but he knew of no reason whY it ool

not have done sa." That lias at least the

menit of frankness. Let us suppose&

parallel case between individuale. It fiuS

ta the lot, let us assume, of a at

divide between himself and a bugsi iv

certain suma of money or parcale Of Prp

erty, of unequal values. It je Oss55 le for

him ta so arrange the division that the

chances of each to obtain the mare valebiS

parcela wiIl be equal. It je aie P'I of
for himn ta so arrange it, in tha elercse
his prerogative, that hy far the graater~,

of the property will flu te himelî. so

shculd we think of the man Wha

deliberataly adopt the latter course,

that if a man hadl an oppoitunity tbus leg

alIy ta get for himef the betten s e5]de 0
bargain, lie knew no reasan W hy he an
not do so 1 Wculd not a higli-miind

magr animeus man rather feel tbat the"l

cumbtances were sucli as appealed Dose

powcrfully ta bis sensa of lionaur, and take

every care ta see iliat the distributon

made witli the stricte8t impartialtY 0

ly tlie confessic n, for sucli we muete
it, of the venerable Premier, Iconstlt~ tu
strangest reasn why ail sucl ri,

sheuld be taken eut of the bende 0' the

party Government and eut utted ta b"' n

partial tribunal.

If there were no lawannocrtfl

colcinof debts, we d no :5 fr
there would be an end af aIl Buiflea t .

actions on cradit, but tbey wol ce! tain

be very mucli rarer than under 1 resentCo

ditions, by which the meett efctive bc

inery is provided fer tha colltinf dbtjn

af every size, from a few cents UP te
drede af thousande of dollarp. In
sence of sucli machincry, credit WOUld, in
given only wlien there was full confidenc I1

the personal integrity of the pers0 d enable

it. No amouint af property wouldesl

a man ta obtain gooda without P

f romn a marchant or ctliar business en

less the raputation of the buyer fcr hnr

able daaling were well establis ea Or
thinge now are, confidence in the buyerso

barnowcr's integrity counta for a g00d deo1

but prabably in most cases for niucb .aS

than confidence in hie financial 85 rug thian
wstbatt

business capacity. The dealer knOlv detr
under ordinary circumatancea, if bis re,

feils ta keep his engagements. lie C
caver hie own by pracasa of 10 e rr ë
would it be for the gond Of ail con, .o
ware all legal provision for the cOlleOtio

debts doue away with and the tbl bus"
nese carried on, s0 fer as carried 0on i

on the basis of trust in the fnanCîi e

and the personal integrity of te rel


