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long, but the details cannot wll ho spared. Tbey are for
the consideration of the whole public of Canada :

IlAnother sliocking accident on the railway occurred on
the Grand Trunk crossingat the corner of lEtienne and
Britannia Streets yestemday aftemnoon, and esulted ini the
death of Mrs. Lovelock, 76 Conway Street, and the mutila-
tion of a little five year-old boy named William Lloyd,
residing at 80 Cunway Street. As witt ho seen in the

diagram, the traclr at this point is without protection of

any kind, oxcept an aid notice board bearing the words
-Av 0R0551NG.' The tack wheme it crosses Etienne

Street ises about a foot above the tevel of the' road, form-
ing part of what is known as the Grand Trunk elevated
track. On this portion of the systemn a groal amount of
tt-affic and shunting is carried on in connection witli the

Ogilvie elevator, haîf a mite away.
I'After the accidents, the engineer and trainmon pros-

ont at the time were interviewe d by a Jitness reporter,
and following are tbe accounts they give of the occur-
rence :

"lSamuel Vail, a coupler, said ha was attending to the
sliunting operations of No. 30 engine yesterday at 3.50

p.m. The train was sbunting ta and fro, taking on cars.

Hie noticed a ittie boy getting on the cars swinging along
stoaling rides. Severat times Vait threw stones and

shouted at the boy to frigliten bim away. Heoleat sigbt

of the lad for a moment, and tbougyht lie had succeeded.
Shortty afterwards ho hoard some one sbouting near the

siowly moving train, and then, as the train passed along,

ho saw Lloyd sitting on the track holding bis leg, wbite
another little boy was running away from him.

"lVail, thinking the boy who was unning away liad

donc sometbing to Lloyd, rau up. Ho then saw that the
wheels of the car had passod over the lîttie fellow's leg

below the knee, and crushed one of bis foot. Bidding a

hystander tie a rope around tbc lad's Ieg to prevent toss of
btood, Vail thon an to the tetephone and summoned
assistance. Duing this time the train was stopped, and

the engineer and coupler assisted the boy. How many

cars passed over the boy is unknown. It is presumed that

ho feil off one of the cars. After the boy had beon

removed to bis home, the shunting operations were e-

sumed. By this timo a crowd of people had gatbered at
the crossing, and a railway man namod Archie Bonner was

keeping the people off the track. Mm. Vail said hoe saw

Mrs. Lovelock on the track, and Bonner took ber hy the

amm and put her off as the now detached engine approaclied

the crossing. The engine was thon travelling stowly, hoe

would think net more than tbree miles an hour. As the

engine with its bell ringing went slowly along, ho saw

Mrs. Lovelock mun by its aide on the track. She secmed

as one demented, and was evidently looking to find tbe

boy. She ran aiong to witbin two fot in front of the

engino, wheu she made as if to cross the track diroctly in

its front, stuoebled ovor the rail and foîl headtong across
the tack. The engine passed over her, and when it bad

passed tlioy fouud the poor creature cuslied and toma out

of al buman semblance. That was att witness knew.

Nohody was to hiame. The woman acted as one dis-

traught.
l"The engineer, William Spence, af er corroborating

the shuntem's description of the accident to the boy, said,

as regards the woman, that ho was on bis engins on.the

opposite aide ta that on wbich the woman was rnning.
' There,' lie said te the reporter, ' is the engine I stood

theme ; yen soc it was impossible for me ta sec anyone rua-

ning atong the tack on that ide. The irst tbing 1 knew

above the clatter of the bell and the noise of the engino

was a lot of shouting. I knew thon that something was

wrang, and at once stoppcd the engine, and saw Mrs.

Lovetock lying on the track behind the engine. We woro

going slowly, not se much as threc miles an bou.'
"iRichard Ryan, a coupler, thon told wbat ho knew of

the affair, which home out the statements of the engineor

and shunter. James Lloyd, the father of the injured lad,

told the reporter bow a little boy had brought the news to

bis wifo, how is wife had sot eut te the scene with hem

neiglibour, Mrs. Lovelock, and bow bis boy and Mrs. Love-

lock had been brouglit back."
The plain remedy for aIl this misemy is to have oad

bridges over att the cossings in the city of Montreal as

an exam ple te alI other Canadian cities. The Canadian

Pacific Railway lias a splendid viaduct there for this pur-

pose. . The greatest reproacb upon aur civilization in mat-

tors that are not anked under the head of crime is the

way in wbich the constant toss of life and limh upon the

aitway tracks-from various heads of disaster-is disme-

garded by seme of the great railway corporations. Wben

life is lost f rom the acts or omissions of individuals, there is

anxiety te know where bbc rosponsibility resta, but these

cempanies are powerf ni, and, white coroners' juries rendoi

verdicts Il atributing blame ta ne one," the greater jour-

naIs faitbfulty record the circumstances and mako no

furtlier comment. As tbey do most of our thinking for

us, this is net the way for them te treat a great and ser-

ions question. Ia the present instance tho Christian
Churches bave, so far, made ne ign.

In the purposos of the Divine goverament, thore witl

doubttess one day ho an inquisition for aIl this unnecessary

blood-sbedding. May the day ho hastened 1
Sir Henry Tyler, the President of the Grand Trunk

Raitway Company, wbile the subjeot of beavy responsibili-

ties in the existing state of things, need net ho made ti

shouldor the wholo of tliem. Ho is an extremely ablI

engineer, wbo knows liow a railway should ho worked as

well as any man living, for it was ho who, in years past,
and while yet a young man, did more as the Government
Inspector of Railways than any other man to put the
great British system of railway linos on a secure and pro-
tectivo footing. After every fresb accident he was found
on the scene, and bis report was looked for by all, and
most carefulty considered in the leading London organ of
the people. This alone constitutes a mighty contrast to

tbe habit of this country, its people sud Government ; and
the splendid result was an attention to the details of con-
struction and working that lias given the British system a
vast superiority over anytbing to be seen on this continent
in its organization and freedom from accident, and this
witb a far more crowded traffic. In saying this, 1 by no
means ignore the great inventive genius of our neigbboums
to the south of us. The defeet is entirely in the applica-
tion. People wbo take little pains to avoid calamity have
sufferod in ail ages of the world, and nover more than now.
An interview lately took place between Sir Henry and a

reporter of the Wilness, in wbich, after seime supremely
bad logic about the relative responsibilities of the railway
managers and the people who dwell along the lino, the

president made a distinct offer to the city, and this was:

To capitalize tbe annual expense incurred by the company
in providing gates and waterinen for the tevel crossings
over their lino and civic sbunting grounds; to capita1izý3
this amount, and to offor it as a contribution to the city-
they being a somewhat iinpoverished company-agairist
the city's own subscription, in order to provide the noeded

amount to build bridEs over these tracks, and so protect
the lives of the school cildren as well as pedestrians
generally, and the drivers of vebiclos along the roads, wbo

are seen to be crossing the linos every day of their lives.
Should we not bave thouglit that, aI though the offer may
not ho of the most liberal, it woutd, at toast, bave been
ontertainod by the citizens la somo shape ? Those who so
expected must bave been gievously disappointed. Not a

sparrow cboeped. Not a sonnd was beard from the press
in any of its voices. The bighly energotic mon of the
City Council bad missed the paragraph, somcbow. The
Board of Trade was attending to matters of commerce.
And yet the Witness bas a large circulation over the city

and country. Evon its own editors were weary or somnno-
lent, and the little breath of hope bas vanislied with the
smoke of the good cigar that Sir Henry was smoking at

the time.
But this is a city that talks about boulevards and

improveinents from one week's end to another. The
London Tinps, on another banch of the rail way question,
tately said : 1"It is not a question of engineering ; engi-
neers bave nover yet met with the impossible in railway
construction," remnarking, also, that the profession is9
"gilutted." Excellent men and specialists ! Some of tem
sbould corne to Canada and gut thenîselves witb the joy of
saving life, and sbowing our unsophisticated coloniats how
things ougbt ta ho doue in this most solemn and important
juncture in our affairs. X. Y.

P. S.-I trust these womds of mine will awaken some
attention, and wilt only add the assurance that those wbo
love the land of their birtb or adoption wilho most pteasod
to hear what Principal Grant bas to say on this most
momentous question.

111E CR1110.

W TI-1 the approaching death of summer and the hectic
Yflush that makes more beautifut the heautiful Cana-

dian fotiage, we beave with regrets the umbrageous shores
of our takos and the Lyreen banks of our rîvors to roturn
once more to toit and to city if e. Tho brigbtened oye and
the sun-brownod face botokea bealtb gained and spirits
mado buoyant by an aIl too short-tivod sojoura witb
Nature. t is a wbotesome habit this oÈ spending our
summor months, as so many are able and willing to do,
amid the simple suroundiags of trees and flelds and water.
It is one of the invaluable advantages of our comparatively
sparsety-populated country that Canadians have within
easy reach haunts that would provoke thîe envy of conti-
nental nations, baunts free from those bancs of quiet, the
toumist and the excursionist ; and it is pleasant ta think
that so many are alive te the advantago andi are not lured
away by tho doubtful attractions of more fashionable
resorts.

Tbis habit, sumely, as time goos on wilt doopen and wilt
show its emiolient effects upon aur more leisured classes.

*It cannot ho but that one, two, or thrce months passed in
the most healhly of atmospheres, both physical and moral,
will produce traits of character peculiar to our soit. We
speak of national traits, we little think that we are thus

r yearly developing one, and one likely to ho in time to come
*a highly commendabîti one. Gardening it was Bacon whc

held to be the purest of human pleasures. Doubttess be

rheld tbc purity sprang from contact with unsultied Nature.
-1If so, and had ho known of Muskoka or the banks of the

a St. Lawrence, the great essayist might perbsps bave
ranked summer ife hy Canadian lake or river purer stilt.

d And surely sucb life, begun in early chitdhood and con-
rtinued year after yoar, must tend to purify the mind and

heart, and ta leave its mark in many ways. To ha fora

k time far heyond the reacb of the caros of everyday life, tc
j-flnd a quiet spot odorous witb grass and clover, wberE

'0 great trees tlirow wondrous shadows on the mead, and th(

ýe sound of the waveiets of the lako scarce reacb tbe listeniný
ýs ear, wbere the sun sinks behind greenest hilîs, and a win(

awakes among the pines, and the bouglis ing a cosmic
song, moved to music by airs set in motion by forces far
beyond the stars, where the earth breathes forth its secrets
to the skies, and the waters bare their hearts to heaven
-who shall say such scenes and moments leave no impres-
sions Ilsuch as have no slight or trivial influence on that
best portion of a good man's life " ?

Already perbaps the sigriq of sncb influence are not
wanting. Our poets and our paie ters both give ovidencti
of Nature's sway. Wirb Mr. Lampinan she is paramount,
witb Mr. Wilfred Campbell she is al powerful ; and en
the waTts of our acadernies it is landscapo painting that
predominates. Canada will produce a Wordsworth before
she produceEi a Swinburne, and a Turner before a Bouger-
eau. It bas been remarked that (,anadian poetry is largely
if flot entirely objective, descriptive. The criticisma
applies equally to Canadian art. Why shotild they not
bel Is it not a bealthy sign ? So long as the3 poot and
the painter can seco beauty, can feel it, and can depict it in
words or pigments, let us not find fault with him ; lot us
rathor rejoico that it shows bim to ho at the beginning and
not at the end of bis inspiration. When analysis and
introspection take the place of the love of the beautiful, is
thero not reason to f ear that art lias passefi its primel
And surely analysis and intro.spection are the ast tbings
required in a young country, ' th ail its fuature beforo it,
and with as yet but few of its beauties einbalmod in poemn
or painting. By ail means let us bave descriptive writing
and descriptive art. As the country grows, no doubt it
will soon enough have that whicb will awaken the critical
and analyticaljuget Already we are boset with pro-
blems-political problems, com mercial problems, social
problems, international problemns. Soon enougli these will
arouse the speculative spirit. For the present. let our
poets and paintors battie their imaginations i n the simpli-
city and purity of Nature.

And by thus batbing their imaginatiois in tbesimplicity
and purity of Nature, it may follow that our poots and paint-
ors shail be largely preserved fromn that--trait so often
commented upon as observable in cis-Atlantic productions,
that self-consciousness wbicb manifests itself under various
aspects ; a trait destructive of that spontaneity and sim-
plicity whicb shouid underlie ail art. Vholly free from
iperbaps in this closincr decade of thii nineteenth century

we cannot be in one form or another it seems to per-
meato certain classes andl certain people8 ; now by a striv-
ing aftor a noveity or originality of expression, now by
certain tinge of affectation, often by downrigbt sensational-
ismn clamouring for attention. Even in some of those of
our riodemn poets who have won popular estimation it is
perceptible. Tennyson and Browning we inay absolve, per-
bapstoo Mr. William Morris; but wasWhitman untainted?
did Matthew Arnold surrender wholly to thet divine
afflatus 1 Mr. Swinbumne('s verbal manipulation is astound-
ing, but is it wholly witbout appearance of effort ? Does
Mr. Edwin Arnold aiways sing because he must ? bas
Mr. Cosmo Monkhouse, with aIl bis sweet simplicity, no
tricks?' and Mr, Henley, our last-praised poet, this is how
ho sings of one of bis favourito olqîects of nature

¶Vhat sioffi the tret,,
M'idlollller-nanlif od, eathi one,
Vo1uiniloils, .1 labyrinth of life-
Whatt should snch things of li! k caudimultitudle
Yield of thoir huge, iunnU terabie ,ie1ve,,
To the randorn inollortuiity of Day,
The blabbing journalist :?

llardly can this ho called Ilinevitablo," to use a word of
Matthew Arnoid's.

If, thon, from this taint of self consciousness, fatal to
the higliest art, our customary estival seclusgion will help
to froc us, it is matter of congratulation thkxt so many of
those, to whom no 'loubt we mnust heroafter look for a
Canadian literature and a Canadian art, availthtemsotlves
of their almost unrivalled opportunities of seeking inspir-
ation fmom its purost source.

PARIS LETTER.

Y the death of Ernest Renan, France bas lost ber

Democritus ; he too lookod at the cheýerful side of

tbings and considered the acquisition of peace of niind as

the end and ultimate object of our actions. Renan was thon
the firet Mahiatma of bis day, and merits bis nirvana-if
he could believe that baven of rest existed. What doos

1iRenan's life-work tot up, to1 Style, and nothing more.
.Ho lias beon classed a philosopher ; but lie does flot explain
Lany phenomena by powers and laws, and ho bad no politi.

;cal or social ethics. He bas only said, in a more seductive
3manner, what ancients and modemns have alroady expressed;

b is style is enclianting, elegant, luminous and harmonious,
but you cannot pick out a concrete idea or a definite
theory in all tliat mass of linguistic beauty. Renan

Bdoubts everything, oven doubt itself ; for him trutli has
l. not only two, but a tliousand, sides, and all may ho right,
9or aIt may ho wrong. AILlbis theories evaporate, and se
e are intangible. Renan was a combination of scepticism,

1. erudition, poetic-fancy, faitb and incredulity. fle bas
L-founded no schoot, but bas dinned into our ears tbat we
d sbould pass tbrougb life witb gay indifferonce; eat, drink
a and love, whîch was the creed of Sardanapulus. 11e was
otlie Ecclesiastes of tlie closing baif of the nineteenth con-

oe tury; bis device was vanity of vanities, ail is vanity.
îe Bayle, Rousseau, Voltaire, Comte, Proudhon, Darwin,

ýg Spencer, Claude Bernard, Huxley, have loft sometbing
d for intellect to grip and to remember ; not so Renan. In
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