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i‘:;mers are not favourable to the enfranchisement of the labourers, with
Stit?ls: un lons‘they were the other day waging war, and thu? the rural con-
the neles will I?rf’bably remain Conservative in an election held ]mder
cieg I:eSent ?Ondltlons. Nor is it easy to say how far the city constituen-
increaa-y be influenced b}f the general fear of revolution or by th.e {:'ea.r of
and SIJx;Ig the forces of dl.suninn through extension of th.e fra.nchlse in Ire-
mitt;ad Oreover, the special question of the Franchise Bill w111' not be.sub-
to the &part from other questions as a constitutional amendment lissubmltted
People under the American system. Tt will be indistinguishably con-
other d WiFh the Egyptian question, with the Irish question, and with &?l
tatin, qt};leStlo.ng’ general, local, and personal which may ha‘ppen to bff agi-
°°nst§t ¢ minds of t.he people throughout the countf'y' or in any particular
the na:.ency at the -tlme. Nobody will be able posm\fely to say Whef;her
rati(,nallo.n has decided in favour of the Franchise Bill or .not ; 80 -httle
Bowneq - some cases of the most vital kind is the working of this re-
,conStltutiOH. Sooner or later, however, the Peers must succumb.
temeyt:’lll, as usual, increage their unpopularity by their resistance, the cor.x-
oups elt for them by their surrender, and they will have brought their
® & step, and a wide step, nearer to its doom.

I the encounter, for which the trumpets have now sounded, and which,
ov:zsbthe warder of compromise should again be unexpectedly t'hrown
€tween the combatants, must ensue, there will be more of violence
a fewo‘fi Teason, even on the right side, and passions will be unchained only
Civil v, egrees less rabid and injurious to political character than t.hose _Of
8ha]) har. And what will be the practical result when the Franchise Bill
Biy ar:ive been carried not one of the statesmen who %mve framed that
Ppears are P.l'eSSing it on the acceptance of the nation has, so far as
rom his speeches on the subject, even seriously attempted to fore-
of partEngland: will be left without any government ?r authority but. t?lat
ace tZ’t;he hls‘jorical basis of which is fast crumbl.mg away and giving
hencefo t,he domination of wire-pullers, who, with their caucuses, are .hkely
Bay 1) " .to have the country in their hands. It may be a bold t'hmg. t.o
0t i the fact, that there is not one among the leaders, at this eritl-
8]l (;]fu;:tur?’ Wwho sees the real character of the sit:uatif)n. ' Tlfe visit:n of
all 4], o“fm 18 clouded by the penumbra of monarchical institutions. They
the 1, themselves to fancy that the Crown is still b.he government, that
Ougg ‘;:e of Lords isan independent branch of the legislature, and that tl{e
me"ely 0<.)mmonsx, instead of being, as it now is, thg s.upreme power,lls
ence’:l: lt_ was in monarchical days, the representation of t'he p(‘eop e.
P&ssiol; €Y lmagine that they may safely pour any an.xount .of 1gnomn.ce;:
the Ht;u and  political incompetency into the consbl'tuencles b):, v'vhlc
Ancjgn t;e of Commons is elected. But their ancient throne” is an
8 any ron‘e, and nothing more ; and when the House of .Lords a.ttempt;s",E
the leoi:;‘gamc fIUGStion, to exercise the power of a co-ordinate branch o
l'vat;v a-tur(?’ 1t is at once denounced and coerced. Almf)st the onl:y co}xll-
Bon.p, ° Institution in England, which retains any practlca?l force, is the
.Veneszm:nt °f.members of Parliament, which, together‘thh t'he e'xp:}rlx-
ndg OF elections and public life, keeps the representation mainly in he
b of the rich ; and this is neither a satisfactory sort of safeguard in
Pa’.otor one which i likely long to survive the last restrictio.ns on th(;
he :a.. b he hereditary principle is dead at the root, though, in s?me )
% ther: °hes and leaves of the vast and immemorial tree., there stfll' lingers,
i a8 sure to linger, an autumnal and waning life. Poh?wal and
eneefzider, Which is not less necessary to progress thz'm to security, m:;t
Y syt ! be Su'stained by other means. The elective system, nowt :
Only o tlfm Possible, must be so organized that it shs!.ll, in the mt‘eres no
¥ Sup ® rich but of all, give the ascendency to public reason over passmné
the mpo‘rt & stable government. Democracy has come. By.the fra.mez.'s o
i iy | CAR Constitution it was recognized, and they accordingly provided
eXecurt(;al’ though, it has turned out, not sufficient, safegu.ards, S“’fh a;s
o the g 8Overnment assured of its legal term of existence irrespectively
o8 of S:::uatlons of party, the President’s veto a.nd. th'ose of the gm.’::';
titutio % a Senate elected on a conservative .prmmple, and a.l wri
Vhi is hin 1111 the keeping of a supreme court, besides the Federal sy
v on, in trg ly conservative in itself. British statesmen are now ¢ tod
Rz emocuth they were called upon long ago, in the same Way to relc :s
%% with l‘acy and to organize it, furnishing it with safeguards as res. 1
L i n Which i is furnished in the United States, but more‘effectua .
"o ¢ r "n0rganizeq and chaotic democracy that they are introducing u.nder
Path 8i *d names of an old feudal monarchy ; and on the penlou:
Partigy,  they are blindly treading amidst the vociferous applause O
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Ix Ireland there is a lull, but they, it is to be feared, are much mis-
taken who fancy that the storm is over. The success of the Land Act
must be still regarded as very doubtful. The Duke of Argyll speaks as a
landlord, yet his criticisms on the Act are strong.  Of course, if by agrarian
legislation you take an annual sum of two or three millions from its legal
owners and hand it over to another set of people, the set of people to whom
it is handed over will, for the moment, be enriched and pleased ; so will the
trades and interests which are dependent on them, while the trades and
interests dependent on the political class, as well as the despoiled class
itself, will suffer, and complain in proportion. But obvious consequences
wait on such a method of suppressing discontent. Security of property
and faith in contracts, with all that depend upon them, disappear. We
are now told, and it is easy to believe, that land in Ireland is unsalable,
Investors will not buy it, because they know that they will never be able
to collect their rents. The tenants will not buy it, as it was hoped they
would, because they look to political agitation as the sure means of enabling
them to repudiate the remainder of the rent and make the land their own
without further payment. That which is unsalable is, of course, unmnort-
gageable ; indeed, a mortgagee would be pretty sure to be paid off, like a
landlord, with a bullet: money, therefore, cannot be borrowed for the
purpose of stocking or improving a farm ; and the landlord, now reduced
to the ownership of a very precarious rent-charge, will certainly not spend
money in improvements, the benefit of which he knows that he will never
reap. A temporary sop given to disaffection is not a solution of the problem.
A population multiplying in thriftlessness and wretchedness, on a soil
incapable of maintaining it, is, as cannot be too often repeated, the main
source of evil in Ireland. We should have the same pressure on the means
of subsistence and the same troubles in Quebec, if Quebec wers an island,
instead of having a ready outlet for the surplus population into the United
States. Nothing can be an effectual remedy which does not equalize sub-
gistence with population, and this confiscation will never do. Whatever
binds the surplus population to the soil will, of course, aggravate the evil.
Instead of increasing under the Land Law, production is said rather to
have declined, As to “migration,” or the plan of shifting the people from
one part of Ireland to another, it is a device of the political agitators for
keeping the elements of discontent at home: nobody would embrace such a
scheme on purely economical grounds. The renewal of the agitation against
theremainder of the rent seeins to be merely a question of time; it will hardly
be delayed beyond the first bad season ; and when it comes, how much will
remain of the fruits of all this benevolent legislation ?

ONE thing is painfully clear. All these agrarian concessions, all these
violations, in the supposed interest of the Irish tenantry, of economical
principle and private right, though tendered in the sweetest accents of
conciliation, have failed to allay the political disaffection or to conjure
away the political danger. The language of Mr, Parnell and his associates
both in Ireland and in America is just as rancorous as ever, and their aim
plainly is not Home Rule in the sense of an improvement of local insti-
stutions, or the assertion of a nationality within the Union like that of
Scotland, but the disruption of the United Kingdom. They avow them-
selves in this to be actuated not merely by love of Ireland but by hatred
of England, and make no secret of their intention to carve a hostile, as well
as an independent, republic out of the side of Great Britain. If the
Parnellites have been rather less obstreperous and offensive of late in the
House of Commons, it is because they are afraid of injuring the prospects
of the Franchise Bill, from which they hope to receive a large increase of
power. It would have been folly to expect that political adventwwors, the
breath of whose life is disaffection, and who have not scrupled to resort to
such means as the terrorism of the Land League, or to embrace such alli-
ances as that with the American Invincibles, would allow themselves to be
conciliated, and their fangs to be drawn by land reforms or by reforms of
any kind. [t is true that the strength of Irish disturbance is now, as it
has always been, not political but agrarian. Purely political movements

‘for the establishment of an Irish Republic have always failed, as it was

natural that they should when, apart from the Union itself, there was no
serious political grievance to sustain rebellion. But the cause of disunion
has become blended in the minds of the peasantry with that of farms free
of rent, and popular passion has been worked up against England to such
a pitch that, whatever may be said about the impulsiveness and fickleness
of Irish character, it can hardly be expected to subside, especially as it is
constantly fed by the anti-British literature which the system of public
schools, introduced by the British Government in the teeth of a bigoted
opposition from the native priesthood, .has enaljled the people to read. The
danger may yet pass away. Dissension, which has aiready broken out



