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vetoc of tie Domiinion Government. Bo fl speeches are howe ver significan t,
as showing that the policy of the new Government is to go on with the
construction of the road. Sucb, indeed, is the state of feeling aiong the
adlierents of both parties in the Province that no Administration could
have any longer an option in the matter. Meanwhule, as a spur to prick
the sides of the Government's intent, cornes the wheat blockade on the
C anadian Pacific, and the demonstrated impossibility that'any one road
can carry the crop to market within a reasonable time. It will 6e a sorry
business, and a sad discouragement to Manitoba farmers, if large numbers
of them ]ose a considerable portion of the fruits of their liard labour for
want of better railway accommodation.

*THE financial difficulty tbreatens to prove fatal to the British Columbia
Crofter immigration scheme. The Provincial Government seema slow to,
assume any pecuniary risk in the matter, and it is scarcely likely that any
Britishi Government is yet ready to expend public money in expatriating
British citizens. There cati be littie doubt that with proper selection a
b)ody of the hardy Crofters could 6e sent out who would make excellent
Colonists, and that the imimigrants themselves would find their material

* condition vastly improved on the fertile siopes of the Pacific coast. But
* mere physical coinfort is not everything. To tbe Celtic races it is very far

from being everything. With the Highlander, attaciment to his native
* soil is a passion. The young cbief and lis clansmen, depicted by George

Macdonald in oîue of lus stories, who regarded the land of their fathers,
r the land on wbiclh they were born and bred, as almost a part of their own

beiug, to bo clungl~o with tenacious reverence, are u'carcely such exaggera.
tions as the cool blooded Saxon may be disposed to tbink. To tear tbe
Crofters in any cozsiderable numbers from tbeir native heath, and trans-
plant themi beyond the ocean, while there are tens of thîousands of acres of
their own islands reserved for deer-forests and sheep.walks, will be neither
an easy nor a grateful task.

CoMIN'ING on Parnell's remarks during a brief newspaper interview,
the Englisli ne wspapers credit the agitator witb an intention to appear in
a new rôle. 1le secs, tliey take it, tbat bis old game of obstruction is no
longer possible, and that it is, therefore, imperative to resort to a change
of tactics. The newv reliance is to be upon the incongruous and non-fusible
character of thc elements of whicli tbe Government majority is composed.
Thc wider and freer the scope for the play of the inharmonious forces, hie
argues, the sooner the inevitable fissure will appear. Irish deliverance
will 6e botter lhastened by internaI dissensions than by active opposition
from without. It is thouglit that the shrewd tactician derived this hint
from Lord Salisbury's own words at Liverpool, words which soem to have
been fraîned foi' tbe specific purpose of forestalling this very danger In
that speech the Premier exhorted bis followers to remnember, in passing
judgrneit upon the Government's acts, these three things :that the
Governmuent existed for tbe suprome object of upbolding the Union; that
it could (Io this only by the support of the IJnionist party ; and that, as an
inevitable result, its mneasures Il nust bear to a certain extent the colour
wbich tbe support of the Unionist party lenda to them?" This sounds
almost like a confession of weakness. It means, evidently, that the sup-
porters of a Conservative Government must 6e prepared to accept from its
hand, if not distinctly Liberal measures, at least measures iii wbicb the
Conservative warp will 6e interlaced and bound togetber with a Liberal-
Unionist woof, resulting in what may appear to old Tory eyes a motley
fabnic. Upon the loyalty with which the old party men, both witbin and
wîthout the Government, follow the hints thus broadly given them by their

* chieftain, will largely depend the ability of tbe Administration to escape
from the gins and pitfalls wbicb will lie in wait for it at almost every step.

THE simultaneotîs publication at Berlin and Vienna of the Secret
Treaty of 1879 between Germany and Austria-Hungary was evidently the
result of agreemnent hetween the two Powers. There can 6e no doubt that
it bas been donc for specifie efl'ect upon Russia. It must thus 6e regarded

* as marking another and a most serious advance towards the coming crisis.
So far as the fact of the alliance between these great Powers for defence
against Russia is concerned, the publication scarcely reveals anything that
was not known before. In the event of a Russian war tbey are bound to
stand or fail together. But this can 6e rio news to Russia, thougli the
publication of it at this particular juncture may 6e intended ta have tbe
effeet of a final warning, and may possibly indicate tbat, in case the move-
ment and concentration of troops on the Austrian frontier stili goes on
the allies will not choose to await the Czar's convenience ta strike the first
blow, But Russia bas probably gone too far ta retreat now without huii-i
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ation and Ioss of prestige, even if she were given to yielding to intimida-
t ien, which is far from being the case. At the same time it is hard to sce
what even the fanatical war-party who surround the Czar can hope to
accomplish against these two great Powers, one of whom is about to add
fromn baif to two-thirds of a million to lier already immense army, probab]y
the best equipped and dis3ciplined in Europe. Under ail the circumstances
it seems impossible that hostilities can be delayed more even a very few
montbs longer at the fartbest. It will be a conflict of Titans when it cornes.
Apparently, however, Russia has littie to fear from the third member of
the Alliance, Jtaly. llowever anxious the latter rnay be to take active
part, hier hands are already partly tied by the Abyssînian difficulty, while
the state of feeling towards lier exhibited by France, during the recent
dispute concerning the affair of the consul at Florence, shows pretty clearly
that any attempt at intervention on hier part would quickly be counter-
acted by French resentment and interposition.

SINCE writing the above the German Reichstag lias been opened, and
Prince Bismarck's pacifie speech has liad a quieting and reassuring effect
on public opinion. The publication of the treaty was not intended as a
tbreat. "The treaty," lie said, Ilis the expression of the community of inter-
ests of the two contractitig parties. This it was we wished the world to
know. Not this treaty onlly but also that with Italy is the expr ssion of
columon initerests and coînmon efforts to avert comnion dangers and to
maintain peace. Austria followed tbis thoughtf al policy in 1870 in resist-
ing the entreaties of France to coine forward against the Germans. Aus-
tria is our natural ally in the dangers whicb tbreaten us from IRussia and
France. But there is no need to fear the batred of TRussia. No wars are
waged from mere batred. For otherwise France would have to 6e at war
witb Italy and the whole world. The strengtb we possess will reassure
our public opinion and calm the nervousness of the bourses and the press."
The speech bas already liad the effect of allaying alarrn and restoring con-
fidence ; but despite even the Chancellor's declaration that hie sees Ilno
cause or pretext for a European war," the Russian military movements,
the war]ike attitude of Austria and the furtber strengthening of Germany's
already vast armament do not seem to augur liopef ully for continu( d peace.

THE political agitation wbich bas sprung up in India is drawing to the
side of the Britisb seime powerful allies amongst the more conservative
races of that ancient landi. The Bengalees are the active fomienters of the
agitation and the leaders in the demand for a more influential voice in the
gcovernment of the country. The Bengalees are the most intelligent, acute,
and intellectually active of the Indian races, but tbey belong to tlîe lower
castes, are comparatively unwarlike, and, until raised to unwonted influence
and importance by the new education, were regarded as inferior to the
warlike Mahoniedans, Rajpoots, etc., by whom thev are still bated and
despised. Jn a lecture recently delivered to Mahomedans at Lucknow,
Sir Syed Ahmed, one of the rnost influential Mahomedans in India, repu-
diated on bebaîf of the wliole community bie represents, the proposai to
throw open ail appointments to native competition. Recognizing the
inferiority of lis own people in both numbers and education, bie pointed
out to them that the result of competitive examination would be to place
the most warlike and fiery spirits in India under the heel of the Bengalee
Baboo, Ilwho at the sigbit of a table-knife would crawl under a chair.
There would 6e no part of the country," hie declared, Ilwliere we should sc
at the tables of justice and autbority any faces but those of Bengalees."
It is quite natural that tle rapid risc of this intelligent and quick-witted
race should have at last aroused the jealousy and inignation of the more
masterful tribes, bis former conquerors, and that these sbould hasten to
denounce him as an inferior. But none the lese tbe agitation will go on,
and the old-time warriors will have to learn that a new order of things
bas dawned, that brains henceforth will count before blood, and that they
had better set the schoolmaster at work if they do not wish to corne
eventually under the official control of the low castes they have bitherto
despised.____

THE New York Tribuiie gives an account of an organization whicb is
being formed in Kansas to promote an extensive emigration mnovement
amongst the coloured people in the South. iRecruits are to 6e gathered
frorn the Americani cotton beIt, witli its outlying tobacco, su gar, and rie
fields. The objective point of the migration is South America, especially
Brazil and the Argentine Republie. The promoters of ýthe movement dlaim
to bave $2,000,000 of capital pledged to aid tbem in the work, and expect
to be able by tbe close of the year to offor free transportation to hundreds
of thousanda of plantation labourers. The latter are said to 6e discontented,,


