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MINISTERS'WIVES.

Tbe articles lately publisbed in tbe CANADIAN SPECTATOR on tbe "lPro-
testant Pulpit " bave naturally suggested the tapic of minis ters' wives. Indeed,
wives might well bave been included in the articles:- for, as wben we say
"lpulpit," we understand also the man wbo fils it, sa, when we say Ilminister,"
we mnust likewise understand tbe better-baîf of the good man. That is, we
Protestants: for in spite of St. Paul's Ilrigbt ta lead about a wife," and the
stubborn fact that St. Peter had a wife, aur friends of Rame stoutly main tain
the necessity of episcopal and presbyterial celibacy. Under the Jesuit system-
a system of mission labor in its inception-one can understand the advantages
of a man baving na impedimenta wben hie was liable ta be ordered off fromn
Europe ta Catbay at .a moment's notice. Few wamen would bave cared
ta share tbe chances in those early days of belping ta make (passive vaice) a
missionary pie. or contribute ta an aifresco banquet amid the wilds of North
America. Even St. Paul knew that bis Ilrigbt " would be an inconvenient one
ta exercise. Woman is essentially a home animal: and however much some
wamen like ta gad about, very few would care ta be led about. No doubt it
was this feminine disinclination that stopped short St. Philip's itinerancy
througb the seaboard towns of Palestine, wben be came ta Cesarea. He had
ta stay tbere: and there ta give us one of the earliest examples of a good
niinisttr doing the wark af an evangelist as beartily as a Paul in hif spbere, and
at the saine time bringing up a famîly in such a way as even ta be belpful in
bis Gospel work.

The Greek craze an this subject stands in curiaus cantrast ta the Latin.
By some marvellaus intellectual shunt, the Greek exegetes ranl off the track at
the point of the apastolic injunictian against polygamy ; and settled it forever
that the pater sbould be literally "lthe busbaiid of one wife." One bie mjust
bave, and onty onc. This gives the lady a great advantage. If she docs nlot
get ber awn way, she can threaten ta pille away and die, and straigbtway the
poorpapa is ail abedience. Mornianism, on the ather band, gives the prophet
and the eIder special privileges in this regard, and Ilseals "ta him an unlimited
number of wives. It is nat quite certain wbetber this is donc as a reward of
menit, and that the boly man may have abundant apportunity ta leaven the
community witb bis piety, or whetber it is arranged for the benefit of the fair
sex: that as many Ivomen as possible may get a gaod husband!1 The Protestant
churches bave bit the happy medium between these extremes, and give a
minister as many wives as he chooses: anly-one at a time 1And there are few
wba do flot avaîl theinselves of the pnivilege. In fact, sa ready are they for its
exercise, that we generally are campelled ta tic down aur theological students
with an obligation flot ta commit matrimony until tbey bave encled their curni-
culum. Then, the cord being broken, the bent bow relaxes suddcnly; zandi
graduation, ordination, installation, and matrimony, fallow in quick succession.
;'1'b waoing is usually donc as a co-inçident of the college course; so as ta
]ose no time.

Hence, "lMinisters' Wives " is a broad and fruitful theme : and any inan,
like myscîf, of venerable age andl world-wide travel, of extensive marital
expericncc and large powers of observation, should be ab)le ta lîresent saine
points of interest. And bere ]et me guard myself frurn misconceltian. T[bis
paper bas no cannection with those alluded ta on IlThe Protestant Pulpit of
Montreal."1 None of tbe ladies berein spoken of must lie laoked for witblin a
niagic circle of One Hundred Miles rotund Montreal 1 Let îîo reader think
therefore that he recognîses a portrait. It will be at mast tbat occasiaîîal and
casuial resemblance by wbich we are often î>crplexed and deceived.

For instance, a dozen readers may suppose that they know my friend
James Ryckson's wife. James was a younig curate iii Fiddlesex County, ivha,
being in sale charge, brougbt homne ta share his home and parislh duties, a little
lady of seventeen. The poor little doîl was pretty and 'amiable' : that is ta
-say, cbaracterless. She sbnink with nervaus dread from contact witi lier lius-
band's people; and wanted ta reserve al lier sweetncss for bimsclf. And
James was obliged ta tell tbem tbat Mrs. Ryckson cauld flot visit: that slhe
was too fragile ta be brougbt ini contact with aIl sorts of people. And wbenl
sane murmured, he boldly told themn that he was cbarged with the care of their
souls; and flot bis wife. And as the murmnurings grew latîder, sa did paon
James. fie said that when bis wife marnied him she didn't marry the parishi;
tliat' the stipend be reéeived was for bis services alone ; that bis wife ouglît ta
be no more'in the parish than any other lady; &c. But tbey ' couldn't sec it':
and R'yckson soon found it convenient ta exchange for a charge in Nortb Ebor:
wbere he and bis Dora still figbt it out on the sanie line. She is mucb the
same vapid. nonieûtity as ever; but the people understood the case from the
first : tliey don't see mucb of Dora: and te don't want ta. StilI, as a minis-
ter's wife Mrs. Ryckson cannat be called a success. Neither can tbe stately
Mns. Sparling of the samne town. She was neyer troubled witb nerves: but she
seldoin gave the Dactor's parishianers more tban tbe most distant of nods : and
seldom-to tise thîeir own expression-" darkened their doors." Neither the
Sunday-scbooî nor the ' Doncas Society' ever had its serenity or its arrange-
mlents distunbed by ber. Undisttîrbed, she ralled oni ini lier own affairs wbether
the people tlîougbt well or ili; tilI, in the course of the wbirlgig of time, Dr.
Sparling rolled off ta aroatber ' spliere of labour'1 in a distant sotîthemr city.

Lingering in ýEbor parvum, it is a pleasure ta caîl ta mmnd tbe brigbt and
Sunniy belper of goad bishap Pepys ; wlio was recentîy transîated ta that se
from tbe far-east of Labrndar. Pepys bas a treasure in bis wife. A strang
mr1an himself in bis diacese, she inakes bim stronger. Smilinig and affable even
ta the hulnblest, she bas yct the instinct of a truie lady : and can mix witb ail
sorte :if pçtty people witbolit beiittling berself. Her kindliness is in ber heart

rahr'an on ber lips. Slie bas the rare secret of mtaiiitaining ber busband's
dignity without boasting of or puffing bim : setting canstantly tbe example af
déerence tai his'opinions and wisbes ; and enfancîng bis teacbing by ber awn
glad iacquieéscnce. Not less is tbe dear lady a helpmeet ta ber husband witbin
dQor.. Few men anywhere, and very few in the ministry, breathe a bealthier
anud Xhappier homé-atmospbere tban bishop Pepys. Pepys niay bave a turbulent

detIý twî"a e ''lhiardiocose,-I know he bas-but whatever the weather
w~ithOý be is sure~ of sunshine at home. Long may tbey be helpers of each
other', $py'

In the samne class may be placed the littie woman who Sstrengthens the
hands and rejoices the heart of my friend Crownchjîd, of St. Stanislas, in the
Northwest Territory. My friend himself is flot without bis parochial diffiçul-
ties ; although hie has a fair proportion of the beauty and fashion of the
Territory on his Church list. The people of that elevated region breathe the
air of freedom, and are sometimes bard to manage. He who would drive the
ecclesiastical chariot, mnust know when to give the borses their bead and make
thern tbink they are flot in harness, and when to pull a tight rein and make
thern. feel the bit. Crownchild knows how to do this, perbaps, as well as any
man. And bis good wife knows how to belp hirn. 1 have often admired the
ready tact witb wbich she manages the lady section 'of bier husband's charge.
She bias tbe happy talent of being dreadfully interested in ail feminine matters
of Cburch-work, witbout damping tbe interest of the ladies. She can direct,
while seeming only to suggest ;and is even~ ready to adopt a good suggestion,
and get others to do so. Wisely content with actual power and influence, she
does not care for the show of it, and is quite content tbat Mrs. Truernan or Mrs.
Wildman, or anybody else, shaîl think tbey are leading, wben tbey are only
following. Mrs. Crowncbild is a woman of resources. I bave, unfortunately,
no word but bonhommie to give to bier general bearing ; but apart from this, she
is equally at borne in the sewing circle or tbe sick-room, in tbe Bible class or
the confessional-that sweet and boly Protestant confessional of Christian
privilege, wbich enables one to be the sbarer of another's secret trials and sor-
rows and spiritual difficulties. A minister's daugbter and a minister's wife, sbe
knows ber business witbin and witbout tbe bouse. Her cbildren are rising up
to caîl bier blessed ; the young people and the women of the Church make bier
their friend and confidant ; while the men, equally at borne witb ber, give bier
respectfül admiration. If Crownchild sbiould fail to bold bis own, it will flot be
bis wife's fault. l'le worst trouble is that, wbile there are no poor at St. Stanis-
las, there are little sets and circles wbicb are pretty sbarply defined ; and it is
bard for the best-intentioned minister's wife to be impartial in the distribution
of bier time and attentions.

I wisb I could write down as an equal success tbe wife of tbe littie bisbop
of the Episcopal Presbyterians in Dakota. Bishop Wynkyn is a genius in bis
way ; and bas a patent invention for spcuring a wife worthy of his most worthy
self and bis important positioni in tbe tribe. The Dakotans wbo attend St.
Saulonon's ivere astounded when the venerable doctor presented as bis second
ivife a srnart, prilfi, bloomning dainsel, youinger than some of bis own cbildren.
They thouglit it %vas a great mistake ; but tbe bisbop knew wbat bie was about.
The niew Ni rs. W. could learn from tbe former one ; and s0 an object-lesson
was speedily set up in tbe Cathedral in the sbape of a shinling marble tablet,
wbich-a mnemorial for the dead-inigbt educate the living te, tread in ber steps.
Thcre, as she sits in tbe fâmily pew, Mrs. Wynkyn can ponder the vîrtues of
bier predecessor, and clierisbi the aspiration to bave ber own name added samne
day as tbe next ", beloved wifé." Meantime, she does ber best ; and is a mast
worthy, and 1 trust a happy lady ; fairly liked and respected.

MNrs. Pennicuick is somnething of a character. Her busband is a pluralist
being the non-resulent RZect<ir of a l)(oo parisb in Eastern L~abrador, wbile bie
actively presicles over a faculty of the 1-lyperborcan University. Anl excellent
coule, they are well inatchud y- indeed, tlieir onlv fauît is tliat they are alrnost
too good. Mrs. P)enmicuick affects the Il higlier life," ard~ently patronizing tbe wan-
dering evangelists who preacb I)erfectionism and thec Second Advent. Well, it
l)leases lier, antd (oesn't burt bier liusband or any one else : and if she bas not
rnucb inflluence, wh'at sbe bas is good.

Do second ivves a/wcays improve tupon the first ? This is a question I
sbould like to sec ivorked out. It is s0 practical. For if so, tben the man of
many wivcs is increasingly blest. And boiv happy mnust old William Jay, of
Bath, bave been whien bis fourth %vife led the good old man ta the altar !
1Ieaven bless tlie wonîian .anywliere who gives berself to solace and comfort tbe
old minister weaî ng out i bis Master's service. It is a pretty sigbt to see ber
slender band steadying blis step, and sm-oothing blis cusbion, and wvatching upon
blis wants, and lovingly N'aiting tipori bim at bomne and abroad : bis infirmities
awakening ber syrnpathy, and sympatby quiekening bier love: and tbe cords
of their mutual affection strengtlîening as the years roll by. I raise my bat and
bow my head to sucb a womnan :and can onlly ivish thiat ail rninisters bad such
ivves. But alas! I knowv tbrce men at tbis mioment, whose wives are the trial

and curse of their life. There is poor Hibernicus, canstantly moving an from,
curacy to curacy, bunted out by the violence and malevolence of a bitter-
tempered wornan who renders life a very burden to bim. Poor fellow :tbe last
1 beard of bir lie biad buried Iiinseîf in a little charge in the neighborhood of a
pine forest somnewhiere tawards the setting-sun. But hie will bave to move on-
till the Pacifie Ocean stops bim. Moore is another man wbose wife is a curse
to Iiim. She does not scrtîple to repeat aIl bis little faiîings ta biis parishioners :
and as be bias plenity of tbien (and a few greater ones) this keeps things partic-
larly lively in tbe parisb. Oldbam Wall bias a tbomn in the flesh of the samne
character. But bie bias reacb,ýd tbe point of callosity. He was neyer very
tbin-skînned, and bias now a moral bide like a rbinoceros. Wben I saw hinl
last winter, after a long separation, bie was as erect and pompous and empty as
ever. VVbile 'on this subjeet,' I must refer also to the bungry little American
womnan wbo is wife to aId Dobson, of jobannisherg. She bias but two topics Of
conversation : dress and dinner. It is as good as a banquet to listen ta bier
description of one : especially of the Ilcbicken fixinis" and the pastry. Dobsan
is a really good fellow; but bis wife is a little too inuch for him-and fo bis
people. She will sponge anywbere for a feed; or bint loudly for a presefit,
of gloves, or lace, or even a new bonnet.

I would like to say a word about that scamp, Handyferry, wbo bas a Wi
wbomn be treats like a brute, as bie is : altbougb bis people wan't believe it :
the poar lady is pretty well crushed down: and talking about ber will/ at
improve her lot. And I bave na time to speak of the pastors wife ' oi
Hyr.ski-noj Church in Ekaterinesburg, in Western Russia. I could ne sa )
much about ber, in any case; for, wbile a nice little Woman enotigb, týre
"fot much. to ber."

But I must say a word about my old friend Gildheîm and e, nwith that experience I will close. i.bave known Gildhelm any timieAesete
years ; and have a great respect efor him and bis wife. G. had the 4isfartuî1


