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maIe adult mnay take from one to one-and-a-half fluid ounces of alcohol daily without any
resultant injury to health' Hence we may decide that a man dcsiring« strict1Y to
avoid exctss niay drink lis the twenty-four henrs-

0f brandy .... ...... ...................... 234 onces.
0f sherry or port ........................... 5
0f claret or hock..........................[Io
0f heer,... .......... .................... 20

..I addition to alcohol, wincs and beer contain a sniall quantity of certain nutritive
and tonic principles, sehicli have an invigorating efreet on the constitution. For geneîal
con.suniption or for invalids they possess, therefore, an important advantage over the varions

1 inight continuie this article to almost any length by rehearsing the
arguments for and against the use of alcoholic stimulants which have been
before the public ever since the total-abstinence seheme was first promulgated.
But that was flot my intention, nor iS it at ail necessary : my readers can find
theni sticcinctIy stated in any encyclopw~dia. 1 bave placed before you somne
opiniions tînt carry weight almost the world over, and svbich have convinced
me that ref)rcssivc legisiation is flot necessary, and that Scott Acts and
Dunkin Buis, and such like enactmrents are opposed to the principles of any
country clairning to be free.

1 leave to evcryone's judgment the decision of the question, ivhether it is
rig;il that the sale and manufacture of the stimulants 1 have herein referred to
shonld be stopped on accounit of the iinjnry which saine would say tbey in-
variably icanse to man, and to the country ; and I leave the task of rebutting
Dir. linckc's mectalphy3sîcal theories to soine one who cari comprehend tbem
better iban J caiu. Obser7.er-.

PROPOSALS 0F MARRIAGE.

There are cex tain stibjects about îvhich both men and ivoiren seem to think
themselx e. privilcgcd to be intbtfül, and thcy are flot slow to exercise thc
privilegc. One of the stibjects, with men, is business, and svhat bclongs tu il,
snch as capital, crcdit, profits. 'l'le tapic that womcn are most pronc to excr-
cisc tlheir fancy on, irrcspective of any basis of fact, is proposais of marriage,
whîch Llîcy ni îy rcgard as ilhcir busîncss, sincc, unliappilv, rnost womcn, whcn
young, liasc no otîxer business svorthy the naine. Thcir higliest 0intelligcnce,
thecir greate.st cnergy, thcir lîcat thoîîght, arc dcvoted to wcdlock. They arc
tatigbt ta bclicve that w'cdiock is their dcstiny, and it must ho conceded that, as
a tile, they take no pains to counteract it. Naturally, they want to mnake the
best match they can. They hope to love their husbands; but they wish, very
reasonahly, to have somncthing bcsidess their heart to support love.

Marriago is to them an ideal state, a husband is an ideai ceattnre, umtil
they have bcen attained. 'rhey think that they can secuie the Most desirable
husbands by making thiemseives appear in active demand, which, connubially
flot less than conîxercially, enhances the price of the thing in the market.
Every lime ltat they have an offer, and the offer is made *known, Ibeir chances
for a Marital prizc are bettcred, and every woman, whatcvjer bier lack of
endown-in, lias at Ieast a latent hope of winning a prîze. If they do flot bave
as many offers as they believe thcy ouglit tohave, wby should thcy flot imagine
or invenit soine? 'l'his is the suggestion of their vanity-tbe Most dangerous
tempter to a w'oan-and flic suggestion once made cannot bc forgoiten. fi
is likcly thai the suggestion may not come in s0 definite a shape. The wish to
be souglit as a wifc being so strong in the féminine breast,' may it not become
tbe father of the belief? May not womcen deceive tbemsclves into thinking
that mon have proposcd who have neyer dreamcd of proposing ? May tbey
not sec whaî ilîey want to sec ? May they tiot hear wbat lhey ivant to liear?

Thbis is true of somne women, probahly, but tbe mass of tbemn undonbtedly
s.tretcli their conscienice and the tmutb wben tbcy speak of their offers. The
faci ibat any woman wili or can make snich a revelation, cxcept under mosi
extraordînary circunstanccs, is sufficient grotund to discredit lier. She wlio lias
the largcst itumber of offers is apt to bc she who is ahsolutcly sulent on thai
point. Men, bow'ever foolisb in matiers mnatrimonial- -and tlîey arc as fooiisb
as their worst cieiny could ask-sbow a degree of discretion in committîng
tbemnselves to women manifestly wiîhoui reserve. Stili, il is surprisîng and
painful la tbink lxow mnany ivomen of the better sort, womcen ordinarily pos-
sessed of delicacy, refinement, and trustworthincss, wiil deliberately falsify
concerning the conduct of men they are or bave been on îerms with. Apart
from gratification to ibeir vanuîy, tbey may bave a feeling of anger toward Men
who, in their judgment, should have proposed, and have flot. Tbey may
avenge themsclves on the siupid or perverse fellows for their failure to do the
proper thing by misrepresenting them. If tbey would have accepîed an offer,
had it been made, they may be, from a lav of ibeir sex, inappeasably inimical
toward the non-makers.

B3e the cause or Motive what il may, the fact remains that nio man can
bave any kind of associations witlî the 0f ber sex wifhout figuring sonîctinie as
a dcfcatcd candid-ate for matrimony. Indeed, there is fno way of escape for
him. I-le will he put in the position of a rcfuscd lover in almosi any circum-
stances. Men are oftcn declared ta have been rejecîed by women witb whom
they have tiever te-2n alone for hli a m-iiute. Probably there lias noever been
an anchorite svliom iumour fias not some time jilted. The feminine svorid is

unwilling ta believe, it carmot be persuaded, tbat any masculine being averse
ta marriage on principle ever bas cxisted or ever will exist. And to sustain
their favourîlo iheory, as well as to magnify their connu 1bial value, ivomen have
recourse to invenied proposaIs. Those Inventions are very apt ta ho accepted
as trntb, for there is rio împrobability in any man wanting to marry any woman ;
and then the woman svould not, il is commonly hceld, tell such a falsehood on
any account. The mere circumnstance of her teliing it givos il weight, for il is
so uniraidenly, so indelicate a îbing to do, that slîe would not and could flot
do it were it not a positive fact.

Tihis, like many popular opinions, bas no hasis. The very reverse is truc.
The woman svho is inclined to talk of hier offers may safely be distrusted. Her
violation of what should be a sacred confidence proves hem too deficieni in
moral sense to stop at what plain people would cail downright lying. How
she would regard a man wbo should say that tbis or that wotnan wanied him
to marry hier, it is easy to see. She wouid regard bim as a coniemptibie cox-
comb, an impertinent puppy, a sorry cur, even if she should believe him and
if she slîould dishelieve himn, as she would surely have abundant meason for
doing, she could hardly find words to convey ber scomfi arîd detestation.

W/bore is the ivido difference between the offonce, wbelbcm committed by
one sex or the other ? She wouid pmobably answer, IlIt would be shameful for
a mais to tell sucb a tbing, even if it svcre truc. But if a woman werc ta tell
it, and il were untmue, ils untrulb would do no barm. If it wcrc truc, she
would keep it to berseif." This is a faim specimen of the average woman's logic
and of her eccentmic chics. She would ho pmetty nearly right, though, in the.
last part of bier utterance. As ta a false report of a marn's proposai doing him
no harm, tbere May be divemsity of opinion, and hoe would bc likely ta lake the
affirmative. A mari of characler, self-undemstanding, and judgmient is flot apt
10 offer marriage t0 a womran ivithout excellent cause 10 believe Ihat hoe will be
accepled. 1lis instinct ought to inforrn him so fuilly as to render an individuai
avowal stîperfinous. Men who are neither fops nor dullards are scldomn refused.
Il is a reflection on their intelligence ibat tbcy can bo rcfused, and tbey bave
gond reason for indignation wben they lîcar that they have beeni discarded by
womcn whom thcy could never cstecm, mucb. lcss love and scck as wives.
Mon bear ibis gross misrepmesentation stoically, because, pcrhaps, they con-
sider it inevitable, and if thcy are manly inen they are sulent, svben a word
might blast. Many women take a tnean advantage of such mon by confiding
iii their honour while devoid of bonour thernseives.-N.Y. imes.

A STORY WITHOUT A TAIL.
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CHAPTER I.-HOW sva AENT TO DîNE AT JACK GINGR'S.

So it ivas finally agreed upon that we sbould dune ai Jack Ginger's
chambers in the Temple, seatcd in a lofty story in Essex Court. There was,
besides our host, Tom Meggoi, Joe Macgillicuddy, Humpy H-arlow, Bob
Burke, Antony Harrison, and myseif. As Jack Gingor had little coin and no
credit, ive contributed cach our share t0 the dinner. I-le bimself provided
room, fire, candles, tables, chairs, tableclotb, napkins-no, îîot napkins - on
second tlîougbts ive did flot boiher ourselves witb napkins-plates, dishes,
knives, forks, spoons, (wbich hoe borrowed from the wig-makcr), tumblers
ferrons, stigars, watcr, glasses, decanters-by the by, 1 arn flot sure that Ibere
wcre dccaniers-salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard, brcad, butter, (plain and
itcd,) cheese, radishes, potatoes, and cookery. Tom Meggoi wvas a cod's

head and shouiders, and oysters to match-Joe Magiliicuiddy, a boiled leg of

pork, with peas-puddîng--Humpy Hlarlow, a sirloin of beef roasi, wiîh horse-
radish-Bob Burke, a gallon of haif-and-half, and four boutles of whiskey,
of prime quality (Il Potteen," ivrote the whiskeyman, I say by Jupier,
but of which miany-faclnro lIe alone knows ")-Antony Harrison, balf-a-dozen
of Port, hoe baving lick to thai exteni ai somre unfortunate wine-mercbant's--
and I supplied cigars à discretion, and a bottle of mum, îvbich I borrowed from
a W/est Indian friend of mine as 1 passed. So Ibat on the wbole, we wcre in
no danger of suffering fromn any of the extrenies of hunger and thirst fer the
course of thai evehing.

W/e met ai five o'clock-sharp-and very sharp. Not a man was missing
whcn the -lock of the Inner Tcnpie struck the lasi stroke. Jack Ginger had
donc every tbing tu admiration. Nothing could be more splendid than bis
tum-oui. He hiad superintended the cooking himself of every individual dish
witb his own eyes-or ratlier oye-be having lost one, tlie other having been
losi in a skirmisb wben hoe was a midshipman on board a pirate in the Brazillian
service. "lAh !" said Jack, often and often, Ilthese were my honest days-
Gad- did I ever tbink when 1 was a pirate that I was at the end ta turn rogue,
and sttudy the law."-All was accurate t0 the uimosi degree. The tabie-cloîb,
to ho sure, was not exactly white, but it bad been washed last wcek, and
the collection of the plaies was miscellaneous, exhibiting several of tbe choicesi
patterns of Deif. We weme not of the siiver-fork scbool of poetry, but steel is
flot t0 bc despised. If the table was somewhat rickety, the inequality in the


