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this organ ization the oflicially recognized body of archi-
tects in the province, and placed witis it certain powcrs ln
connection wvith the proposed examinatiosi. The bill
preseuted at last year*s legisiature providcd that tise
examination as condîîcted b>' the Goversussient cossld bc
place(] in the biands of the Toronto *Usîýversity, or seulee
other indepeudent body the Governmesit inigbit see fit
t0 clioose. But, uinfortunatel>', after the examination wvas
passed b>' the applicalit the governiment ceased t0 biavc
any direct connection svith the officiaily qualifled ardui-
tect. wî'ho w~as obliged b>' tise proposed law to pa>' bis
aussuital <lues inito tise Ontario Association of Arcisitects.

Thsis lau' sas strong>' opposed b>' those architects who
wcre uot usembers of the 0. A. A. The>' <eclarcd thaf
tisev uere perfect>' wiiling te qualif>' iefore a govera-
uMeut bsoard of examnurs. but did not sec whiv tisev slsouid
lie rcquired by )iu to join and aîsuuaill pay ânues îîsto an>'
architectural association to be perinitted t0 practice their
professiou in thc Province of Ontario,

l'lie resit %vas that the bill wîas abandosscd. iu view
of the strenuouls opposition to if. Whiie wc nîigbit sa>'
that %ve ire strongl>' opposed to an>' such bill favoriiug
au>' private association lu the matter of .sudsl legislation
aud granting powers sucb as -will tend to place tise control
of the practice of so important a professics as architec-
ture lu tihe baîds of an>' private orgauizatios. we have
cvery reason to helieve tîsat the Ontario Association of
Architects diii ist petition for sucb legisiation uvitis the
vicw of obtaiuing arbitrar>' pow'crs in tise isatter of cois-
troiinîg tihe practice of archsitecture witiîn tiscir associa-
tion. Tt uvas purci>' a useaus to ais end and tise bill was
draîvul u1 by tihe associatiosi puirely 'withs a view of pro-
vudusg souse useaîls w1isrebi' soutie officiai standard of
qjualifications couid be estabiislsed ins tisis province, and uve
hsave evcrv reasos f0 believe tisat tihe 0. A. A. wouild
glidi>' cln(iorse an ' otiser legisiation (tîsat woîsid be sat-
isfactory te the profession in tIse -province gencral>'. anid
tisa would cosesrve tise intcrcsts of tihe public at large)
ciesigneil to estalisis a goverunsent stanîdard of qualifica-
tion. anîd thuls proinote gesseraily a better standard of
builinsg tisrougiioîit tise province.

Tie provinsces of Quebec and Alberta hiave a lawu of
tihe saisne nsature as tisat proposed byv tise Ontario Asso-
ciation of Arcliitets. biut if is quite bievond ail possîbiiity
to have sucis iegisiatioîs passed 1w tise Ontario Legisia-
ture. MViiat is waîsted is Onîtario is an Arcisitccts*
Lieuse iaw of tise sisie type as tisat %',liicli lisas been inl
force in tise State of Illinois ansd lias operated so success-
fuiiv duriisg tihe pasf feu >'ears. Tise states of Califorîsia
-ausd 'New Jersey isave idopted iaws modeiied after tise
Illinsois Ian'. ansd ini enaci case tise> lisve worked out uisu
satisfactorilv. raisin-g to a ver>' appreciable extesît as
tisev have flic stasidandl of archsitecture and buliudîng.
Tiiese lawvs isave proveis t0 be a great protection to the
huiidiiig public gcnerally aud hiave lsad a tendency of
miore dlear>' dcfining tise responsibîlities of tise architcct

anits otactor, wisicis fact lias opcratcd for flic bene-
fit of hotu tise iegifiîssate arcisitect and contracter.

Tilere is a bsill now before tise Britishs Parliameut
kunown as tise ":\rcisitects' Act," wIiich provides for a
vers' elaisorate systein of goverrumesîtal examination ansd
whiicli. lu gesserai prisîcipies. is almost identical witii tise
llinsois laws, aitisoîgis soilsewisat mbre complicated a-id

tisorosîgi. Indicatious arc tisat tise bill svii be passed.

It is rapidiv becoîsingii a pretti' geucral>' recogssizcd
fact. tise îvorld over. tisat public safet>' and weifare de-
inauds tisat tise practice of archsitecture sisouid i)e uu<ier

gvcriiîsseist cositrol. and iii a rapid>' growing country
like Cansada. wvilere tisere is sucis a vast ausout of build-
ing. it appears to us tisat uow is the tinse fe soive tiss
question. in sO far as it ivili take tisirty or fort>' >ears
to reap tihe fulîl benefit of suds a Ian'. Tie Province of
Ontfario. tise iargest ini tise Doîsision. sisould. wvc believe.
takze tise Iead iii tisis matter, andc set an e-xanipie for flic

Irest of tise Dominion.

The 'position of tise architect ini relation f0 the ques-
tion of government contro] of tise practice of tise pro-
fession is stated ver>' cean>' ini the report of the Com-
îîîittee on Registrafion of Archifects made f0 the iast con-
veufion--of tise American Institute of Architects.

"Au arcisitect's license m sust sîccessaril>' be enacted
under tise police powers gives f0 fisc legisiafures of tise
several states b>' tiseir coîsstitufios, te regulate the acts
of isîcompeteuf persolîs or even prevesît incosnpetent per-
sous f rom perforusiug acts wlsicî sîsiglit resuit
sn danger f0 flic coisisunit>'. It is ver>' clear
tisat suds iawss sisould be eîsacted rather on tise demand of
tisose wvio isced suds protection tisai of thiose wiio are f0
be rcguiafcd b>' if.* No iaîv wisic regu-
lates tise practice of archsitecture ini tise iuterests of
arclsitects sliould be or ever wi'li be eîîactcd. It is the
pseople oli>' ss'io sisouid be iisterested in tiseir csactment."

It. tlierefore, isa>' bc secîs tisat tise issferest usaiii-
fesfed b>' arciitccts in tise passage of a iaw providiug
for tise "Registrationi of .\rciiitects." is siimpi>' pronsptcd
b>' iare>' isiseifisi msotives and< tise>' hav'c become active
i's tiseir support of sucis legisiation ossi', because of the
fact tisat tiseir ksiowiedge of tise imsportanîce of aiiowing
oîil' proîser>' cualiied isenî f0 becoisse chigibie for tise
practice of tise professioni. Tise>' asc tise public to protect
itseif against tise iîîcoîs*îlpetcîst b>' forcinîg tie arcisitcf f0
subissit to a govcrnsmeit exausissation oîsi> becauise the>'
realic iisuch mîore f ssii> tisais does tise ha>'îssaî the ins-
portaînce of tise esseistial requircîssents of tie arciîitcct.
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E ARLY L-AST M TIIa circular letter was sent
f0 ever>' îsesnber of tise Ni\ationazl Association cf
Manufacturers of tise United States. rcquesting

definite information concerîsing preseîst trade conditions
and tise perceutage of increase or decrease in business
dssring flic last fen moutiss. The association has 3,000
meibers, so that the correspondence and compilation of
the reports liave becu onerous tasks. Tue information
is suimmarized b>' Mr. Henry' Harrison Lewis in "Anseri-
can Industries" of October 15, and showss dlear>' that the
ieading industries are slowly btst surci>' recovering from
tise effect of tise panic of a year ago and tîsat imusediate
prospects of nev business are gratifyiug as a mIle.

The steel frade and fhe movement of pig iron are issu-
ail>' believed to form our usost accuiraf e baromefer of
trade conditions. If is distinct>' e.ncouraging. tîserefore,
te read tisat 70 per cent. of tise iron and steel plants in
the Associatiou's membership report conditions good, 78
per cent, have had an' increase of business dîiring the
past feu months, and 85 per cent. hsave reason f0 believe
tisat prospects for the immediate future are reassuiring.

Machiner>', b>' vhich is meant ail classes of isachiner>'
iii ail parts of. thec country', shsows presesît conditions 68
per cent. good. and that 76 per cent. of niembers deaiing
in machiner>' have had an increase in their f rade since
jaussary 1, and 86 per cent. believiug lu future improve-
ment.

The agricuitural implemeut frade bas the proîsd dis-
tinction of flrsf place in prosperif y. Ever>' member of
the Association interested in the mantîfacfîsre of agricul-
titrai implemeuts îvho repicd f0 tise circular letter re-
ported present conditions good. and an increase of f rade
ciurissg tise pasf ten ssonths. and oui>' one souunded a pes-
sinsistic nsote in conncfion wvitis future possibilifies.

The remaiuing- suib-division in tise metai trades. tools
ansd hsardwsare. shows 77 per cent. trade consditiosns good,
87 per cent. increase during tise past feu usonths and 92
percent. beiieving that possibilities for continued in-
crease are good.-EGNEERIN-G RECORD.


