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The following is from the Manager in Montreal
of the Fina Life Insurance Company :—*The
basiness outlook in this Provinoe (Quebec) is not
enc-uraging. There seems to be a great scarcity
of money, and people are afraid to invest. Of
course the cotton depression has been fvlt here
and that may have a great deal to do with it.”

Testimony a8 to the condition of things among
the manufacturers of Agricultural implements is
given by the well known Watson M'fg. Co.. of
Ayr, a8 under : —*We have found business very
satisfactory during the past year, having sold all
that we manufactured.”

A merchant in the same thriving village, Mr.
Willism Baker simply says : —*Business fair to
middling.”

The reply of Mr. R. F. Lacy, maker of
uppers, in London, is as follows :—*Qar siles
for the year have pot quite equalied that of the
year 1882, but on the whole remittances have
been better. I fird vour paper of great value to
e, and could not afford to do basiness without
it. The timely cautions and comments on the
non success of many business attempts, ars, in
my opiaion, invalable, ned probably save many
from financial ruin. I hope the pressnt some-

what depressad state of trade may sosn improve.”

James O'Brien, floar and feed dealer. Ham.
ilton, writes ** In reply to your enqniry, bu-iness
with me has been fair to middling.”

L. C. Leonard, wholessle importer of orock-
ery and glasaware in London says his experience
has been * Business and collections fairly good.”

Mr. R. Mackenzie, hardw+re merchant and
dealer in Railway supplies in Montreal, while he
has no time to write explauations of the c¢on-
dition of business, adds the satisfactory sen-
tence “ I consider yours the best commercial
paper in the Dominion.”

Mr. O. Migoer, manufactarer of boots and
shoes, Qaebasc relates his experience of the yoar
ia the following words:—* Business has not
been bad this year last past, although
I have had more failures among my customers.
Thers are however, prospeots of a good spring
trade.

From the Hamilton Aqricultural Works,
Messrs. L. D. S8awyer & Co. proprie ors, we
obtain the following:—** The business of the
past year, 80 far as we are concerned, has besn
good. But our coll: ctions this fall are slow, and
there are now ubmistakable indications of de.
pression in trade.”

¢ In regard to your enquiry eoneerning business
for the present year,” write Messrs. Whitney,
Wardlow & Co., wholesale leather dealers, Mon-
treal, *‘we have found it harder than ever to get
a legitimate profit on goods purchased at the
lowest possible prices for cash. Aud when we
take into consideration that a large portion of
the leather trade is done on a basis of 6 months
credit, it is hardly necessary to point out the
unsatisfactory state of affairs. We are glad to

report, however, that payments in short dates
such as 30 and 60 days are increasing year by
year.”

J. B. & J. 8. Grafton, dry good merchants at
Dundas, writes : Wo are pleased o say that our
season’s trade has been very good indeed, bat not
quite up to same, last year."

From Rockingham in the county of Renfrew
Mr. J. 8. Watson sends some memoranda as to
trade and crops, which we reprcduce:—
“I have found business very good this yesr,
with a gradual increase for the first ten months
over last year. There has been g slackening off
the last six weeks, owing to the harvest not turn-
ing out as expected. Wheat has been seriously
damaged by frost, and oats are very light from
the same cause. Prices for produce are lower
this year than last. For these reasons farmers
will not have so much to spend, and we must
expect business to be curtailed. There is how-
ever a healthier tone and payments made in
shorter time than was the custom s few years
since. If merchants would set their faces reso-
lutely against long credits, great benefit wonld
be reaped by their customers as well as them-
selves. Thanking you for your efforts in this
direotion.”

Eommercial,
MONTREAL MARKETS.

MoxTrEAL, Dec. 5, 18€3.
The weather has of late been unpropitious for
all branches of trade, and there is little room
for movement on its own stituation as compared
with & woek ago. No department has been
exempt from &he unusual inactivity which pre.

vails. We find that remittances from the
interior in the various departments of trade are
reported satisfactory. The depression in the
seocurities market, and the material decline
which has taken place on all securities reflects
adversely upon trade generally for this decline.
There ocan be no special season assigned, war-
ranted by the actual stituation, further than
that manipulators have control of the market,
which lacks altogether outside support. No
special feature in the money market which is
easy and quiet, rates of discount are 7 to 7§ per
cent. and for eall loans 5 to 5§ per cent is charg-
ed. 60-day Stg. Exchange dull at 24 prem.
be’ween banks, 83 t> 8} cash over counter ; for
demand bills 8§ to 87. Drafts on New York

par to 1-16 discount. Stocks are weak all round,
with very Jittle enquiry either for investment or
speculation.

Asnes.—The receipts for the week have beer
light, and the transactions very limited. We
quote Pots at 84.70 to $4.80. P.arls are nom-
inal at $6.75 to $7.

Boors axp 8a0rs.—Trade is seasonably dull,
and the movement is seasonably slow. Mann.
facturers are busy on future work and values are
steady.

Dry Goops.—There have been fcw buyers in
the market, and these from near-by pointas.
The retailers had a little spurt, and a conse-
quent demand from wholesalers in scme degroe
cons quent on the approaching holiday Beason ;
buf in the main trade is uosatisfactory, Cotton
goods are quiet and steady, in light demand,
and the orde. trade partakes of a sorting-up
charaeter.

Dairy PropUCE, &c.—The butiter market is
nomiually anchunged, rellers being firm in their
views, and stocks w thin moderate compass.
Creamery is quotod at 26 to 270., with a sale for
Eoglish secount of 100 packages at 26¢. ; choice
Townrhips 21 to 220 ; ditto fair to good 18 to
20¢. ; Morrisburg, fair to choice, 19 to 2lc, H
Brockville, 18 to 2lc ; Western, 16 to 18¢.;
Kamouraska, 15} to 176. The cable quotes
cheese 61s. in Liverpool, avd although quiet the
teeling is pretty strong ; fine to finest is gnoted
at 11} to 12¢. for fine to finest, other grades 10
to 11o. Eggs inlight supply, fresh bring 26 to 27.

Furs —Receipts have been fair, and the de.
mand but moderate excepting for special select
ione. We quote Beaver at $2 50 to $3 ; Bear
Cub, 4 to $5; Fisher, 4 50 to 86.50 ; Red Foz, 75¢.
to $1; Cross do $2 to 83 : Lyna, $2 to $2.50 ;
Marten 750 to $1; Mink, $1 to $1.25; Muskrat,
8 to 10e.; Otter, 88 to $11 ; Raccoon, 50 to 60c.;
Skunk, 45 1o 65c.

Frour.—The market is unsatisfactory ; very
few transactions are reported. bayers not caring
to purchase even if sellers would concede. Values
are about as under ; Superior Extra 85 55 to 5.60
Extra 85.40 to $5.45; Spring extra $5.25 to
5.30; Superfine $4.75 to 4.80. Fine $3.85 to
4 00, Strong bakers’ Canadian $5.50 to 5.75, do.
American $5 75 to 6 25, middlings $3.75 to 3 80,
Pollards, $3.50 to 3 60.

Grarv.—There is very little doing, the move-
ment being confined to car lots. Prices are but
slightly changed if at all and the siination is
without feature. We quote:—Wheat, Canada
red winter $1.20 fo 1.22. do. white winter $1.16
to 1.18, Canada spring, $1.20 to 1,21, peas, 90 to
9le., oats 350. rye 60c., and barley, lower Cana-
dian 50 to 64c., Ontario 67 to 72.

GrooeRrIES.—The volume of business is small,
orders from either city or country dealers being
light. The market for sngar has been dull and
prices shaded; yellows quiet, granulated 88 to
8%c., round lots having sold at former figure.
Toas, although quiet at present are steady in
price; cables state that London market is
advancing. Japan cable advices note an advance
of 1 to 13c per 1b. on all above common grades,
with a firm market; a lot of low-grade Japans
was placed here at 14e. Coffee unchanged,
prices steady. Rice firm at $3.50 to 4.00.
Molasses and syrup quiet and easy. Fruit has
moved fairly. Valentias principally, from 6} to
63c being obtained, this latter price for choice;
ourrants, easier; oables from Greece showing
woakening sales at 6 to 6}¢ for round lots, 63¢
for smaller quantities.

Hipes.—Receipts have increased, and the
market is easier. The reduction being }e. per
1b, for green butchers’. We quote as follows :—
Green butchers’ 730., 64¢., and b3e., for Nos. 1,
2, and 3, respectively. Inspected are one cent
higher.  We quote Western ar follows :—No. 1

buff 8 to 94c., No. 2, 8 to 84c.; Dry salted, No.

1, 16c.. No. 2, 14}c. Lambsking are 60c. Calf-
skins 10 cents per 1b.

Hay AND 81Raw.—A moderate supply of Hay
offers and is selling at $5 to $8 per 100 bundles
a8 to quality, extra choice bringing as high as
$8.50.  Straw quiet but firm at $4.50 to $5.50
per 300 bundles.

IRoN & HirDWaRE.—Business is very quiet,
and the latest advices announcing prices lower
in Britain with warrasts at 44s, 2d., does not
help feeling. Sales are of a retail character and
mostly of car lote. Coltness and Calder have
sold at $20.50 to $21 00; Siemens $20.600 ; Sum-
merlee and Gartsherrie, $20; Dslmellington,
$18.25 to 15.50, and Eglinton, $18 ; but the last
four prices are being shaded. Bar iron firm at

"$1 90 to 2.00, and an advance not nalikely, Tin

plates are slow in movement, prices for IC Char-
coal are %$4.50 for Crke. Ingot tin, which is
firmer in London at £87 10s., is held here at
224 to 23jc. Cabled price of ingot copper
bheing £67, we quote it in this market 17 to 18e,
In hardware the movement is principally of shelf
gonds ; window glass is firm and looking higher.

Provisions.—The dulness is pronounced. Hog
products are very slow of mwovement, and dressed
hogs continue at abcut $6.00 to 6.50. Pork
beiog weaker in Britain. and until yesterday
variable in the West, holders here were not re-
assured, but are firmer to-day aud their views
Higher. We quote Western Mess, $15.50 to
16 00; Liard, western, 11 to 114c : do. Canadian,
00 to 104¢; Hams, uncovered, 14 to 144c; Bacon
13 to 15¢; Tallow, refined, 8 to 84o.

The American Government having taken off
the duty on apples, fruit dealers in this city are
agitating for a similar move on the part of the
Canadian Government. * The trade has been
complaining of the excessive tariff on imported
fruit which Canada does not produce, such as
oranges, lemons, &c., and & reduction of the
present duty will probably be asked for on such
kinds.

ENGLISH MARKETS.

Loxpon, Nov. 28th, 1883.

Brerbohm’s report is to the following effect :—
“Floating cargors—Wheat very little demand;
maize, none offering. Cargoss on passage—
Wheat very inaciive, perhaps cheaper, maize, not
much demand. English and French country
markets, qniet. Imports into United Kingdom
for week—wheat, 225,000 to 230,000 qrs ; maize,
95,000 to 103,000 grs. ; flour 195,600 to 200,000
bbls. Liverpool—Spot wheat, downward ten-
dency ; maize, upward tendency. Flour and
wheat steady."”

LiverrooL 4.30 p.m. 5th Dee.

Moderate enquiry for cotton at somewhat
lower than this day week. Quotation 5 and 15/
16d. for Uplands, 6 and 1/16d. for Orleans ;
sales 10,000 bales ; receipts 3,500, of which 8,400
were American : fatures dull, at 1/16d. lower
January. Floursteady at 11/6d., 8/6d. for spring
wheat and 9'1d. for red winter ; corn 4d. better,
barley 1d. better, Lard & bacon unchanged
from last week, bacon 6d , better at 40’6d. Tal-
low 3y/6d. ; Cheese advanced to €1s.

Henderson & Glass, of Liverpool and Birming-
ham, report in their circular of 15th November
a8 follows : JIron.— Trade remains quiet in
Malleable Iron. The Miners are agitating all
over the country f.r advances in wages ; this
keeps prices in a condition of uncertainty, as
Makers state that at present rates they cannot
gee their own money back. Pig Iron has been
gradually falling,—confidence appears to be logt-
although shipments from Glaegow and Middles-
bro are good and Stocks reduced. Tin Plates.—
Quiet without-much change in value. Coke
Wasters continue in demand. Tin—Has sas.
tained a sudden drop of £4 per ton during past
woek, closes firmer. Copper—Dull, though a
better enquiry expected. Pig Lead—Shares in
the general depression in Metals, but remains
steady. Linseed Oil—In fair demand at our
quoted prices.

[

AMERICAN MARKETS.

CHicago, Deo. 5th.

Wheat opened + eak and is generally lower ;
Dec., 95 to 96}c; Jan., 95§ to 96%e; No. 2
Spring, 953 to 963c; No. 2 red, 964 to 98c.
Corn feverish, and closed barely steady ; oash,
661 to 57¢ ; Jan., 55F to 573c. Oats easy ; cash,
31 to 31c; Jan., 31} to 31fc. Rye weak, at
564c. Barley weak, at 6440. Pork, active de-

msnd ; cash at $12.87 to 13.00 for old, $13.50

.10 13.75 for new; Jan., $18.50 to 13.85, Lard



