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*8î' ini a paiper uponl the cure of hjernia,ý T described the use
of the tendoni suture fronm the kangaroo and other animais, as
especially to be commienided. Reference to miy recomml nendation1
of the kangaroo ten don ainc its valuie in surgery wvas some timie
later madle iii an Australian publication. This came ta the notice
of Dr. Girdiestone, who wrote me that lie had used kai,,ngaroo
tendons foi- ligatures with great satisfaction, andi that lie hiad
publishied biis results.**

The tendons shouild be taken froni recently-killecl animiais,
quickly suin-dried, and kept dry until ready for further prepara-
tion. This prevents primiary decomiposition, whiehi we have
pointed out as uniavoid,-tble ir die preparation of cat-gut. XVhen
soaked uintil soft, they are easily separated into as fine strands.
as desired wvith remarkably littie wvaste, and ai-e f rom fifteen
inches ta txv,,o feet in leng-th. Kanga,roos are very numerouls in
Australia, their skins have a very considerabie commercial value,
and huncirecîs of thousands are exported anniii-ily; yet it lias been
Nwith tlue greatest clifficuity that I have succeeded, until quite re-
centiy, in secuiring tendons more than sufficient for myv oNvni use,
although I sent car-te blanche orders ta varions parts of Australia.
These are prepareci under my personal supervision, and can now
be obtained f romi the varieus dealers iii surgical. naterials at a
cost somewlhat in excess of that of cat-gut, ta which they i-e in
everv way cgreativ ta be preferred.

The larger v'arieties of the commnon rat have the tendons of
the tail siniilai-ly disposed, but are hardiy long enough, ta be of'
any practical value.t) t

In the%- Il'fdical News for Decemiber 5th, 1891, Dr. E. Oliver
IBeit, of Washiýn gton, states that he has made extensive use in.
ophithalmiic operations of a fine fibre deriv.ecl from flic rat's tail.
The tail is skinned andi soakeci iii water for several days, whien,
on slight maniripulation, it splits into, perhaps, a hundred fibres,
each about eighYlt inclues long. They are placeci iii alcohiol and,
about once a m-ronth for two ai. three days at a tinie, thev are
soaked in a i ta 5-,000 solution of corrosive sublimiate. Dr-. Beit
recommends these fibres iin cases -xvlere a strongc and fine animal
suture is required. He says they are niuch finer than those pi-e-
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