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do nt~ look pon h-Curch as a
divine.institution, founded by an infalli-
ble aud omniscient God, and perfect lu
all ut principles and trnth, even as it
issued fram the band of Christ. No
human power cen add to or take from
it one iota of its dogmes. Although
Çhrist did not formally mention-in so
gnany words-that such and such would
be the doctrines to be accepted, still
He gave. them aU for He gave the whol
truth to His Church. No more dld St.
Peter and bis immediate successors
deem it necessary to promulgate each
particular dogma; but they existed all
the same, and only awaited the time and
circumatances when it would be deemed
ex:pedient to pronounce upon them.

We have no space to enter into the
nunerous and incontestable evidences
of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin; but we wilLaimply place
our non-Catholic friends between the
borna of a simple dilemma. Either
Mary was stamuless from lier very Con-
ception, or she was not : if she was not
then she was unfit to be the Mother of
Eternali,Perfection and Divine Purity.
To say that Christ could take human
life from a being tainted with even
original sin, ia to assert that Christ ia
not God ;- or else, that being God, He
gave up one of God's attributes in be-
coming man. This blaepbemy we do not
think would be even dreamed of by any
Christian. If then Christ is God-the all
pure-He muet have taken life from a
being "Conceived without in." If then
Mary were " Conceived without ain,10
ber Immaculate Conception was a facd, a
truth ; and whether defined or not by
the Churcb, it existed as a dogma from
the very beginning, and was first pro-
mulgated by Christ Himself, when He
declared Himself to be the Son of God,
and acknowledged Mary -as Hie Mother.

THE MASS.

"About the beginning of the fourth
century, the Discipline of the Secret had
been, on som' important points, con-
siderably relaxed; and though the
EBucharist still continued to be garded
with ome striotness, the doctrine of the
Trinity was, by degrees, uffered toe escpe
fromn behind the veil. The edict of Tol-
eration which was at that period, issued
by' Constantine, gave to the Christians
fulli security in the promulgation of their
opinions; wbile the schism of Arius,
calling into question the divinity of our
Saviour. not only rendered a declaration
of the Church's doctrine on the subject
necessary, but led naturally, from the
4ifting controversies to which it gave
rise, to a more definite marking out of
the frontiers of Trinitarian orthodoxy
than had yet been attempted. Still It
was but by slow- and cautions degrees
that the entire dogma, in its perfect form
as acknowledged at present was develop-
ed." We have before - quoted a passage
from a Father of this age where he-maya,
"Of thie mysteries concerning the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, we do not speak
plainly before the Catechumens;I" uand
according to the learned Huet (bliself
a Citholic), "it is certain that the Ca-
tholies durst not plainly own the divini-
ty of the Holy Spirit so late as the days
of Basil."

In the meantime, the doctrine of the
Real Presence,-following, for once, a
fate difaerent from that of its fellow
myster'y, the Trinity, continued s
usual, to be whispered in the inner
shrines,.to the neophyte, while, as Gre-

1 gory cf Kyasa informsas thé eternailISonship was become a topiecöf dispute
am-ong the lowest mnechanic. Had any

,scbism respecting thé Euchariat taken
place within thé Church,- tho necessity-

:of defending the doctrine would have
lid doubtlesly, a in the case of the
Ti-inity, te the divulging of it. But no
sucb schism lad occurred. -Those among
the Gnostic sect who adopted the Euch-
arlit, tbough they denied the real bu-
manity of Christ's body, did not question
its presence in the sacrament, while
nome of thema even believed with the or-
thodox, in a change of the elements, by
the power of the Spirit. "The things,"p
saya thé heretic, Theodotua, "are not
iwhai they appear io be, or what they are
apprebended to be, but by the power (of
the Spirit) are ckanged into a spiritual
power."

"One of these secte, indeed proceeded
mo far, in rivalry of the Catholic Euch-
arist, me te contrive by sorne mechanical
process to produce the appearance of

î blood flowing into the chalice, after the
words of consecrrtion, thereby outdoing,
as they thought, the orthodox in, at
least, the outward show of the miracle.
In thus counterfeiting, by means of real
liquid, that blood of which tbey, at the
same time, denied the reality, these
heretics were, of course, as absurd as
knaviah, but the testimony which their
trick bears te the antiquity of the Catho-
lie doctrine is not the ales valuable.
Were any additional proofs, indeed,

-wanting of the revalence, in those times,
of a belief in the tranaubstantiation ci
the wine into' blood, this effort of the
Marionite heretics te outbid, if we may
no say, the orthudox altar in its marvels
would abuidantly furnish it." The
above is from a famous French work en-
titled, "Memoires pour servir a l.Histoire
des Egaremens de tEaprit Humain."

There wa also some other secte, be-
sides the Gnostics, that adopted peculiar
notions of their own respecting tbis
sacrament. The Artnturities, for in-
stance, a, branch of the Montaniste,offer-
ed bread and chees ein their religious
rites. The Hydroparastate from e re-
gard te sobriety, used only water in the
Encharistic sacrifice.Among the Ophites,
who worshipped the serpent that tempt-
ed Eve, the saorament consisted of a
loaf, round which a serpent they kept,
always sacredly in a cage, had been suf.
fered to crawl and twine bimelf; and
there was a sect of Manichuana, who,
holding bread to be one of the produc-
tions of the Evil Principle kneaded up
the paste of which tbey conposed their
Eucharist in a way too abominable to be
mentioned.

These heresies, however, though on so
vital a point of doctrine. yet, having
been engendered out of the pale of the
Church, and being, all of them, with the
exception of the Phantastics, iimited
and obscure, were not thought important
enough to break the silence of the
Church respecting this myatery.'

St. Cyprian, on being consulted re-
specting the nature of Novitian's errors,
answered: "There ia no need of a strict
enquiry what errora he teaches, while he
leaches out of the Church."

The doctrine of the Real Presence,
therefore, undisturbed by dissent "and
sacred from contro'vermy, was left, partly
through poicy and partly through habit,
enbzined in all its forma. of mystery
during the whole nf the fourth century;
and bow well the secret was guarded
from the Catechumens as late as the
timeof St. Augustin may beé een from
the following- remankable passage:
" Christ des not commit Himself to
Catechumenu. Ask a Catechumen, Dont
thon belleve? . e answera I do,.and
signs himéif witr the cross of Christ.
He m not as.amed of the cross of Christ,
büt caries it orihie forehil. -'f we ask
hiai, liowéver,.oet thou -est .the flesh
and.drink the blood of thé S8 of Man ?
Hé-knows not whaté emean; for-Chit

bath net committea Himself te him. siiject of the E!icharist w wàas not, pos-
Catechumens do not know what Chis- aille, indeed, that such devdlnpmènt, as
tians receive." . atout this period took place. of a dto- -

Alger, whe nefended the doctrine of trine hitherto so inshrined in obscurily.,
transubstantiation aga!inst Berenger, re- as was the Trinity, shoul I not encourage,
futed himi chiefly, if not entirely, by by degrees a bîldness of language and
passages ont of St. Angustin. thought which would show itself in the

St.Augustin,himself,fromthepeculiar assertion of the other great mystéries.
circumatances of hi@ position, was in- Accordingly we find, a far mare explicit
duced occasionally on this subject, to testimony te the doctrine of the Real
adopt a reserve and ambiguity of îan. Presence and of the change of substance
guage which are not te be found, in the than had been ventured on ince the
sanme degree, in any of the writers of bis days of St. Justin and St. Iransous. It is
period. Living as he had, in Africa, wortby of remark, too,-as adding
whr re the population was still, for the another illustration te the many we have
greater part, Pagan, he deemed it most already noticed of the similar fate that
prudent, evidently, to follow the ancient bas, in some instances, attended these
practice of the Church, and in the pre- twin mysteries. Tranaubstantiation and
sence of all but the faithful, te speak of the Trinity,-that the same eminent
the Mystery with caution. Hence it is men, who, in the fourth century, carried
that, though in noue of the other Fahers the latter dogma te that high region ci
are there te be found passages more orthodoxy where it stands fixed at pre-
strongly confirmatory of the Ancient sent, where also those who asserted most
and Catholic Faith on this point, he bas, boldly the entire Catbolic doctrine re-
in some Instances, employed language specting the Eucharist-tbe same Gregory
of wbose vagueness and ambiguity the of Nyssa, who held that "the bread sano-
Sacramentarians have, as usual taken tified by the Word of God was transmu-
advantage to bolster up their desperate ted into the body of the Word of God,"
cause. having been also the strenuous main-.

Even by Zaingle, however, it ls net tainer of the doctrine, "that there was a
asserted that St. Augustin was against whole Son in a whole Father, and a
fransubstantiation, but merely that he whole Father in a whole Son," and
would have been se, could he bave ven. Gregory of Nazianzum who desired
tured te express hisopinion freely. This his hearers "not to stagger in their soule,
he was forced, saya Zaingle, in nome but, without shame or doubting, to eat
measure te conceal, on account of the Lhe body and drink the blood," having
vcry general prevalence which the be- likewise told them that "whoever main-
lief in a real fleshly Presence had, at tains that any of the Tbree Persons is
that time, obtained. (De ver. et fals. inferior to the others overturns the
Religione.) And here, we may be allowed whole Trinity."
te asir, how is this admission of Ziingle In the next number we shall treat of
with respect to the prevalence of such a the Ancient Liturgies compared with
belief in the Lime of St. Angustin, te be the present rites of ontr altars.
reconciled with that other favorite theory -
of the Protestants, which supposes the PUBLIC INSTRUUTION
doctrine of Transubstantiation to have
been firt introduced by the mnnk Pas- The Repmrt nr the nlon. Mr. Ounmet--
chasius, in the ninth century? But it is .Edoational Statisttes.
iuseless te ask such questions, there The annual report of Hn,. G-dertn
being, in fact, no end te the inconsist- Oiim pt, Slper nt.ndent of Public In-

tr'Tiltion. bas hepnieenglid.
encies and contrarieties of Protestants Heat.ates that in the, voar 1892-8 there
on this subject. wera in thA rrnvince 891f Caholic eie-

How barefaced muet be the assurance umentary s'hnola and 906, Protestant,
under the nnnitrol of eLmnigsi"ner or'that would claim St. Augustin as a irnstees ; 88 Catholc and 8 Protestant

Protestant authority on this head , will independent schnnls. Alt.ngether there
appear by the folowing extracts from is an average at tendancA of 1a 181
his writings :-" When nmmrnitting to us "pr>il" a elemnt-try sohnols and 78 304

at superior behonls. There are 121.459bis body, ho said, Tis u my body. hay. and 118.784 girls on the rli nf'
Christ was held in his own handsa. Hq jCjthnlic os'hrni an(] c all, een moll
bore that body in his hands." (Enarrat, erndes ; 17986 hnyR and 16748 g;rlg at
1, in Psalm 33.) Again, in another ser- Prof estant 1--st itutinns. Tiherp H r'- 83 66

Fr'-nc.sppn n'w r'nits iesrnini F.nz-mon on the sarne Psalm, he thus, in the i,.h.and 9445Englihni larine pnplis
rnyatic langnage of the Secret, expresses earning Fr nAih . TICathlin pn ph"',Is
binslf:--"Hnw was he borne in his therA are 1546'14 French nnpils. 5637
hands ? BEc.use, when ho gave his oton EnLlish; in Pr f.ro nt, achools 1840
body and blood. he took into hishiands French and 25.330 Enelish.

rn onoaking of the sochonl xhibits at
what tihe Aithfulknow; and he bore Him- the on1n'-bian exhibitirnn the report
self in a certain manner, when he said, states: "The resilt obtained hv ntir
• This is my body Fchool exhibit at Chicagn prnve hetter

Wat the Faithful K than any argntments I enuld advance
The -worda WhtteFlhu nw that orir schnnI aystem lainfor from heing

occur constantly in the Fathers. Thusne fatîty shomeseoplma farA plaeitg
St. Crymostom, for instance, in whose say •uand f am elsd to acknowiedgé that
writings Casaubon remarked the recur- the flattering praines of important, organs
ronce of this phrase st leat fifty times of hnth the Canadian and foreien press
• • pa.m are lagelv due the intelieent inifiative
in speakig of the tongue (Comment in of Canon Brinchegi, to whm the Govern-
Psalm 143) says: "Reflect that this is ment entrited the orzanization of this
the member with wbich we reepiva the important department."
tremendnu's sacrifice, ihe faih/ul know
chai Ispeak of."C.M.B.A*

In the exposition of the 98th Psalm St. . .
Augustin says: "Christ took upon him st. ranclsde sales Braneh, No. 1.
earth from the earth, because flesh la The following is a list -of the offirnars
from the eartb, and his flesh ho took elected of B ranch 81. for the year 1894.
from the.fleh of Mary ;.and because.ho piritnl Advier, M. J. Stanton presihar wllrd ~ eveit&i smedent, Daniel Halpin ;let vice rssidîîtîý
here wallred.in the flesh, Jeven ct-i.sa Mallay d ic2nd

flhh h gave us to eat for our salvation; Hallaman;, reonrding aecretary, -P. Dê,-y
but imo .one eateth this ;fiesh .witbout !aney; financial ,ecretary Thos Cuali
havingfiraadoriià, and not o mno f reanrer, Jas. Riely: -mashaI

not ninb d i, bat we een nbg a P
not adaring t." M Healy;- Wm Putherland and

We have already said-thtmcst cf1tb Eew'th elected for Lwas Qran
writers c'ontemporary with cr'just pr c.Council, Ramisentative, D. P. WoÔd~
ding 8t. Auguétir, hae, s compaè lternateP. Doneenn. ',t
with hiim, apokn more rariklyo thé - c R eo.. 81
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