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" - do.not-look - upon: the- Church as &

divine institution, founded by an infalli-
- ble'and. omniscient God, and perfect in
all fs prmolples and truths, even as it
“igsued from the -hand of Christ.
human: power can add to or take from
jt one ota of its dogmas. Although

Chriss did not formally mention—in so.

many words—that such and such would
be the doctrines to be accepted, still
Hoe gave them all for He gave the whole
tranth to His Church. No more did Bt.
Peter and his immediate sucoessors
deem it necessary to promulgate each
particular dogma ; bat they existed all
the same, and only awaited the time and
oircumstances when it would be deemed
expedient to pronounce upon them.

We have no space to enter into the
numerous and incontestable evidences
of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin ; but we willsimply place
our non-Catholic friends between the
horns of a simple dilemma. Either
Mary was stainless from her very Con-
oeption, or she was not : if she was not
then sho was unfit to be the Mother of
Eternal ,Pexfection and Divine Purity.
To say tbhat Christ could take human
life from & being tainted with even
original sin, is to assert that Christ is
not God; or else, that being God, He
gave up one of God’a attributes in be-
ooming man. This blasphemy we do not
think would be even dreamed of by any
Christian. If then Christ is God—the all
puore—He must have taken life from a
being * Conceived withont sin.” If then
Mary were “ Conceived without sin,*
her Immaculate Conception was a fact, &
truth ; and whetber defined or not by
the Church, it existed as a dogma from
the very beginning, and waa first pro-
mulgated by Christ Himself, when He
declared Himaelf to be the Bon of God,
and acknowledged Mary as His Mother.

THE MASS,

“ About the beginning of the fourth
oentury, the Discipline of the Sacret had
been, on some important puints, con-
siderably relaxed; and though the
Bucharist still continued to be gnarded
with some striotness, the doctrine of the
Trinity was, by degrees, suffered to eso1pe
from behind the veil, The edict of Tol-
sration which was, at that period, issned
by Constantine, gave to the Christians
full security in the promulgation of their
opinions; while the schism of Arius,
calling into question the divinity of our
Baviour. not only rendered a declaration
of the Church’s dootrine on the subjeet
necessary, but led naturally, from the
sifiing controversies to which it gave
rise, to a more definite marking out of
the frontiers of Trinitarian orithodoxy
than had yet been attempted. Suill it
was but by slow. and cantious degrees
that the entire dogma, in its perfect form
as acknowledged at present was develop-
ed.” Wehave before-quoted a passage
from & Father of this age whers he says,
“Of the mysteries concerning the Father,
Sou and Holy Ghost, we do not speak
plainly before the Catechumens;” and
according to the learned ‘Huet (himself
a Catholic), “it is certain that the Qa-
thaolies durst not plainly own the divini-
ty of the Holy Bpmt. go- -late as the daye
of Basil.”

In the mea.nhme, the - doolrine of the
Real Presence,—following, for once,'s

fate dlﬂerent from - that . of its Iellow'

1 mystery, the ‘Trinity, oontinned
» usuel,-to be whispered in'. the lnner

ghrines, to the neophyte, while, a8 Gre-
* gory of Nyese informs us - the eternel‘

: Sonshlp was: become & topic of . dispute

No

: among ‘the loweet. meoha.moe. Hsad any
| sobism respecting .the Eucharist.-taken:

of defendmg the: doctrtne would ha.ve
led doubtlesely, as in the case of the
Trinity, to the divniging of it. But no
such scbism had occurred. Those among
the Gnostic sect who adopted the Euch-
arist, though they denied the real hu-
manity of Christ's body, did not question
its presence in the sacrament, while
some of them even believed with the or-
thodox, in & change of the elements, by
the power of the Spirit, “The things,'s
says the heretic, Theodotus, “are not
what they appear to be, or what they are
appreherded to be, but by the power (of
the 8pirit) are ckanged into a epmtual
power.”

% One of these eecte, indeed proceeded
so far, in rivalry of the Catholic Euch-
arist, as to contrive by some mechanical
process to produce the appearance of
blood flowing into the chalice, after the
words of consecrstion, thexreby outdoing,
a8 they thought, the ortbodox in, at
least, the outward show of the miracle,
In thus counterfeiting, by means of real
lignid, that blood of which they, at the
same time, denied the reality, these
heretics were, of course, as absurd as
koavish, but the testimony which their
trick bears to the antiquity of the Catho-
lic dootrine is mot the less valuable.
Were any additional proofs, indeed,
~wanting of the revalence, in those times,
of & belief in the transubstantiation o}
the wine into” blood, this effort of the
Marionite beretics to outbid, if we may
go say, the orthudox altar in its marvels
would sbundantly furnish it,? The
above is from a famous French work en-
titled, “ Memoires pour servir a I'Histoire
des Egaremens de I Esprit Humain,”

There wae also some other sects, be-
sides the Gnoetics, that adopted peculiar
notions of their own respecting this
sacrament. The Artoturities, for ir-
stance, & branch of the Montanists, offer-
ed bread and cheese -in .their religious
rites, The Hydroparastais from a re-
gard to sobriety, used only water in the
Euacharistic sacrifice.Among the Ophites,
who worshipped the serpent that tempt-
ed Eve, the sagrament consisted of a
loaf, round which ‘& serpent they kept
always sacredly in a eage, had been snf-
fered to crawl and twine himself; and
there was a sect of Manichwmans, who,
holding bread to be one of the produe-
tions of the Evil Principle kneaded up
the paste of which they ocomposed their
FEucharist in & way tog abominable to be
mentioned.

These heresies, however, though on so
vital a point of doctrine. ye$, having
been engendered out of the pale of the
Church, and being, &ll of them, with the
exception of the Phantastics, limited
and obscure, were not thought important
enough to break the silemce of the
COburch respecting this myatery.

8t. Cyprian, on . being consulted re-
specting the nature of Novitian's errors,
answered : “ There is no need of = strict
enquiry what errors he teaches, while he
teaches out of the Church.” -

The doctrine of the Real Presence,
therefore, undisturbed by dissent and
sacred from contxoversy, was left, partly
through pohoy and partly through habit,
ensbrined in all its forms of mystery
during the whole nf the fourth century,
and how well the secret was gun.rded
from the Catechumens as late as the
time of 8t. Anguatin may be seen from
the following remarkable passage:
“ Christ does not. commit Himself to
Ceteohumene. Aek & Catechumen, Dost
thon- believe?.- He ' answers I do, and

biit oarries it on “his’ forehead “If we ask |-

, hlm, however, Doat ‘thou, ea.t. -the flesh
and drink the blood of t.he S)n of Man?

- place th.hm the Churoh, the neoessxty?

elgne "himself with- the cross of Christ."
He is not a.sha.med of -the cross of Christ,.

bath not committed Himself to him.
Catechumens do pot” know what Chne-
tians receive.”

Alger, who nefended the doctrine of
transubstantiation against Berenger, re-
fated him chiefly, if not entirely, by
passages out of St. Angustin,

St. Augustin, himself, from the peculiar
circnmstances of his .position, was in-
duced oceasionally on this subject, to
adopt & reserve and ambignity of lan-
guage which are not to be found, in the
same degree, in any of the writers of his
period. Living as ke had, in Africs,
whi re the population was still, for the
greater part, Pagan, he deemed it most
prudent, evidently, to follow the ancient
practice of the Church, and in the pre-
sence of all but the faitnful, to speak of
the Mystery with caution. Hence it is
that, though in none of the other Fathera
are there to be found passages more
strongly confirmatory of the Ancient
and Catholic Faith on this point, he has,
in some instances, employed langnage
of whose vaguenesa and ambignity the
Sacramentarians have, as usual taken
advantage to bolster up their desperate
cause.

Even by Zmngle, however, it is not
asserted that St. Augustin was against
transubstantiation, but merely that he
would have been so, conld he have ven-
tured to express hisopinion freely. This
bhe was forced, says Zuingle, in some
measure to oconceal, on account of the
very general prevalence which the be-
lief in a real fleshly Presence had, at
that time, obtained. (Ds ver. e fals.
Religions.) And here, we may be allowed
10 ask, how 18 this admission of Ziingle
with respeoct to the prevalence of such a
belief in the time of St. Angustin, to be
regonciled with that other favorite theory
of the Protestants, which supposes the
doctrine of Transubstantiation to have
been first introduced by the mnnk Pas-
chasius, in the ninth century? But it is
useless to ask such questions, there
being, in {fact, no end to the inconsist-
encies and contrarieties of Protestants
on this subject.

How barefaced must be the assurance
that would claim St. Angustin as a
Protestant authority on this head, will
appear by the following extracts from
his writings :—“ When committing to us
his body, he gaid, This ie my body.
Christ was held in his- own hands, He
hore that body in hia hands.” (Enarrat,
1, in Psalm 83.) Again, in another ger-
mon on the same Psalm, he thus, in the
myatic Iangnage of the Secret, expresnes
himeelf :—“ How was he borne in his
handa? Because, when he gave his own
body and blood. ha tonk into his hands
whutthe Fuithfulknow ; and he bors Him-
self in 8 certain manner, when he said,
¢ This is my body.!”

The words ** What the Faithful Know”
nocur constantly in the Fathers, Thns
8t. Crysostom, for instance, in whose
writings Casaubon remarked the recur-
rence of this phrase at least fifty times,
in speaking of the tongue (Comment in
Paalm 148) says: “Reflect that this is
the member with which we receive the
tremendous sacnﬁee, the faithful Imow
what I speak of .

In the exposition of the 98hh Paalm 8¢, |
Aug-uehn says: “ Christ. took upon him.

earth from the earth, because flesh is
from the earth, and his ﬂesh he took
from the fleeh of Mary ; a.nd beOnuse he

here wallred in the ﬂeeh even, this same.

JSlash he gave us fo eat for our salvation;

but ‘mo one eateth this ‘flesh thhout'

having first adored it, and not.only do we
not sin hy n.dormg, but we ‘even. em by.

Mtadonnget” R

“We have already. said. that nEoet ot' 't.he
wnters oontemporary with or )uet prece:
dmg 8t. Augus\tm, have, as compa.red

i. He knowe not' whaf. we mean for Ohnst. :

w:th hlm, epuken more,frankly on t.he' "

dent, Daniel Halnm 1st vice presiden ;
‘Jno. Mallay ; 20d . wicepresidént,- Bd

ings.
Pat’k. MeNnlty ; ghard; Gervis:Pennett,

subject of the Eacbaneb Tt was nol. p

sible, indeed, that such devdnpmenb a8’
arout this period took plnce. of & dde- -
trine hitherto so inshrined in obscun!y._._‘
as was the Trinity, shoul! not encourage.
by degrees a buldness of language and
thought which would show itself in the '
asgertion of the other great mysteries,
Accordingly we find, a far more explicit-
testimony to the doctrine of the Real
Presence and of the change of substance -

than had been ventured on since the

days of St. Justin and St. Iransus, It'is
wortby of remark,

glready noticed of the similar fate that
has, in some instances, attended these

twin mysteries. Transubstantiation and .

the Trinity,—that the same eminent
men, who, in the fourth century, carried
the latter dogma to that high region of

orthodoxy where it stands fixed at pre-

sent, where also those who asserted most

boldly the entire Catholic doctrine re-
specting the Eucharist-thesame Gregory

of Nyssa, who held that “the bread sance
tified by the Word of God was tranemu-
ted into the body of the Word of God,”

baving been also the strenuous maine

tainer of the doctrine, *that there was &
whole Son in a whole Father, and a
whole Father in a whole Son,” and
Gregory of Nazianzom who desired
his hearers “not to stagger in their souls,
but, without shame or doubting, to eat
the body and drink the blood,” having
likewise told them that “whoever main-
tains that any of the Three Personsis
inferior to the others overturns t.he
whole Trinity.”

In the next number we shall treat of
the Ancient Litargies compared with
the present rites of onr altars.

—

PUB LIO INSTRUCT10N,

The Bepm't of tha Hon, Mr.
Ednoeational Statisties.

The annual report of Hon. Gedann
Onimet, Super ntendent of Public In-
strietion, has basn jssned.

He states that in the vear 13928 there
were in the province 8981 Catholic ele-

too,—as adding
anotber illustration tothe many we have -

Oulmet— '

mentary gchonls and 906, Prntestant,

under the arnirnl of cummissionerm or

trnsteer; 88 Catholic and 8 Proteatant
Independenl. schanls. Altrgether there
is an averaga attendanoce of 133 18%
pnpils at elem=ntary sehools and 78 804
at superinr achnnls, There are 121.459
hnya and 118784 girla on the rolls of
Cathalic sehnnls and onll-era of all
grader; 17 986 hnys and 16748 girls nt
Proteatant istitutinng., There nre 83 268
Fronch-apeakine nuni's learning Eng~
Th-’h and 9445 Englich aneaking pnpils
tearning Fr nch. . In Cathnlic sghnale
thera are 154 834 French nnpils. 5637
English; in  Pr tegtant
French and 25.830 Enegliah,

In aneaking of the achnnl exhibits at

schools 1840 _

the Cnlnmbian exhibitinn the repnrt

states: “The reanita ohtained bv onr

achnol exhibit at Chicagn nrave hatter -

than any arguments I could advance
that onr schonl system is far from heing
a8 fanlty as somae nenple ara pleased to .
say ; and [ am ¢lad to acknowledge that
"the flattering praires of important organs "
of hoth the Canadian and foreign press
are latgelv dua the intelligent initiative "

of Canan Brnchesi, to whom the Gavern- .

ment entrnsted the orzanization of this o

important department.”

— I N
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