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i _ o wonderful, so
: subhme, .80; overpowering, in the con:
t.empla.tlon of the unbroken existence of
the Catholxc Church; that even the great-
eat enemles, when seriously attentive,
are forcedto acknowledge andadmire. Yet
they never attempt to explain it. They
always shun that question. They bave.
10'love for the contrast between the un-
changing and unchangeable Church of
Rome and the modern and ever shifting.
-creeds that oppose her. Of course we of
the a-nclent faith fully understand the
meaning ofthat perpetuity which is a
note of our religion, but non-(/a.t.hohcs,
while forced to admit the fact of its -ex-
istence, either strive to escape its con-
templation or else attempt to redicule our
olaims based thereon. Had the Catho-
he Church been interrupted in its life—
for even a day—since the hour of its
foundation ; or had ita strength diminish-
ed, or had its principles varied a hair’s
breadth, there would be a glorious argu-
ment to refute the ocontention that
Christ is perpetually present in His own
institution ; but no such opportunity
has been afforded the enemies of our
Faith. We repeat, that the perpetuity
of the Church, the absence of all weslk-
ness; the immutability and the un-
changeableness apparent in her history
of long centuries, are facta that no sane
person can digpute and which no oppon-
ent of the Roman Catholic establish-
ment dare attempt to explain. There is
‘but one explanation ; the Divine Found-
or of the Church is true to His promise
that He would remain with her until
theend of time, and that the gates of
#Hell should not prevail against her,

In order to better illustrate that at
which we are aiming, we will quote
from a great oppomnent of Catholicity and
then from a great defender of our Faith

the former admitting his inability to
"~ explain the unchangeableness of the

Church of Rome, the latter explaining
it most readily and rationally. Our
‘renders are all acquainted with Lord
Macaulay’s wonderful passage, in the
intreduction to his essay on Van Ranke’s
History of the Popes, upon the wonder-
ful perpetuity of the Catholic C‘hurcl;;
but many may not have read the follow-
ing extract in which he spesks of the
Irish establishment. Macaulay said :
“Two hundred and eighty-five years
has this church been at work. What
oould have been done for it in the way of
autbority, privileges, endowments, which
has . not been done? * * * * And
what have we to show for all this lavish
expenditure? What, but the most
zealous Roman Catholic population on
the face of the earth? On the great solid
mass of the Roman Catholic population
you have made no impression whatever.,

There they are, ag they were ages ago,

ten to one againet the members of the
" Established Church. Explain thizs to

me. Ispesk to you, the zealous Protest-
ants on the other side- of the House.
' Explein this to me op Protestant prin-
ciples, IfI were 2 Roman Catholic, I
could easily account for thephenomenon,
"1t T were a Roman Catholic, I could con-
tent myaelf with saying that the mighty
Hand and the out-stretched Arm had
" been put forth according to promise, in
defence of the unchangeable Church;
that He who, in the cld time, turned xnto
- -blessinge the curses of Balaam, and

"'smote the host of Sennacherib, had
: zlgnally oonfoundad the ‘arts and the
. .powers.of | heretic -statesmen.”

L pen h 's.nswer-to_- _t.hp fxrrefuﬁable argu

Lord
o Macaulay does not, however, give us his
. f.axplnnatlon. He tells us what he wonld:
.;8ay:werehe a Roman Catholic; but not

: hemg a, Roman Cathohc he. faild to pre-

ment which-
But if the.great Protestant historian was

s0-blinded by prejudice, against the Fa!th :

of Ages, that'he would not accept even
the very evidence that he so clearly
comprebended, . ‘'we will find others
equally as eminent and far more con-
sistent who can give & thorough ex.
pla.ns.tlon of that mysterious sameness of
the Church of Rome. It seems to us
that this sphinx-like unchangeableness,
despite the tempests of centuries, is one
of the most comvincing evidences that
the Truth is in the Church, and that the
Spirit of the Sanctifier and [Numinator—
the Holy Ghost—abides perpetually with
hér. We will quote from a sermon
preached by the great Dominican, Pere
Lacordaire, in the church of Notre Dame,
Paris:

“ Assuredly the desire has not been
wanting to lay hold of us, or put us to
fault against imamutability; for whata
weighty privilege to all those who do
not possess it; a doctrine immutable
when everything upon earth changes! a
doctrine which men hold in their hands,
which poor old men, in & place called the
Vatican guard under the key of their
cabinet, and which without any other
defence resisis the course of time, the
dreams of sages, the designs of kings,
the fall of empires—always one, con-
stant, identical with itself! What a
prodigy to deny | What an accusation
to eilence! Therefore, all ages, jerlous
of & glory which disclaimed their own,
have tried their strength against it.
They have come, one after the other, to
the doors of the Vatican; they have
knocked there with buskin and boot, and
the doctrine has appeared under the
frail and wasted form of some old man
of three score years and ten. It has
said: ‘What do yon desire of me?
And they answer ‘Change.’ ‘I nevep
change!’. ‘But everything is changed
in the world. Astronomy hss changed,
chemisiry has changed, philosophy has
changed, the empire has changed. Why
are you always the same? ‘Because I
come from God, and becanse God is al-
ways the same.” ‘But know that we are
masters; we have a million of men
under arms; we shall draw the sword ;
the sword which breaks down thronesis
well able to cut off the head of an old
man and tear up the leaves of a book.
‘Do s0; blood is the aroma in which I
recover my youthful vigor’ ‘Well,
then, here is half my sceptre; make a
sacrifice to peace, and let us share it
together.,’ ‘Keep thy purple, O Caesarl
To-morrow they will bury. thee in it,
and we will chant over thee the Allelulia
and the De Profundis, which Dever
change.

Dear Catholic readers, you can under-
stand the full depth, the great beauty,
the sublime meaning of this passage,
The world may change, s0c may the
sciences, the arts,theinventions; the face
of the universe may change ; the ideas of
men, the principles of philosophy, the
policies of States, the forms of govern-
menta,—all, all mey change, and must
change, for it is their nature to be muta-
ble. The different creeds may change;
the idols of the pagan may disappear be-
fore the barbaric fanaticism of the
Mahomedan ; the Koran may give place
to the mutilated and revised Bible; the
beliefs of the sects may change as rapldly
a8 the clouds’ upon the sky in autumn
season. But alone, amidst all these
changes, the Ohurch of Christ, the great
Catholic Church; the Roman Church re-
mains unchanged. There she stands

% like & msjentm monument in the desert’

of history,. immutable amidst change,
magnificent amidet .ruin,” towering sub-
limely aloft, gazlng ‘down upon the.cen-

tunee at her feet. s eohd in her founda~.

) t.lon, magmﬁcenb in. her proporhons,

e
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subhme m her asaoc:auons, nch in: t‘ne
relics of her saints, cemented by the
blood of her martyrs, ponring forth for
ages the unbroken series of her venerable
hierarchy, and only the more majestic
from the ruins by which she is sur-
rounded.”.

SATURDAY’S MATCH,.

To read the reports of Saturday’s
championship lacrosse match that ap-
peared in the morning and evening pa-
pers of Montreal and Ottaws, and to
peruse the editorials of these organs, a
stranger would be nnder the impression
that a club of spoiled children had been
pitted against 8 band of savages. There
is an absence of justiceland an evidence of
prejudice in every line of those rabid at-
tacks upon the Shamrocks. We do not
pose as the champion of any foul play-
ers, nor do we desire to paliate any of-
fences against the laws of the game, or
against that decorum which shounld reign
on such occasions, but we do believe in
fair criticism, and in even-handed justice.
The attacks made by the press of this
city and of the Capital upon the Sham-
rock team are not unlike the senseless
and unbridled cries of the Southern

‘lynchers who think it is & work of man-

hood to join in & chorus of execralion
simply because their prejudices are ex-
cited and their vindictiveness jhas an
opportunity of manifesting itsclf. The
roughesat play that could possibly be
made by any team is not 2 whit morc
disgraceful to the participators in a
game than are the unmerciful and un-
just attacks of the press & stigme upon
fair journalism.

In the first place the Shamrocks have
ever been the victims of an ill-disguised
jealousy on the part of the press. If
they won the championship last year it
was by fair play, hard work and without
any favor. But the fact of the Sham-
rocks carrying off the colors was * gall
and wormwood " to the critics of the
press. No opportunity has been lost to
cast & slur upon the team, to sneer at
them, or o create by mean insinuations,
when there was no room for direct
attack, & prejudice in the public mind
against them. Why so? We could
sssign many reasons if we choose; but
one in particular is the fact that the
Bhamrocks were .invincible upon the
field and the pet clubs of the press were
uneble to snatch from them the laurels
justly won.

This year it was determined, come
what might, that the 8hamrocks should
not carry off the championship; and if
one thing more than another settled
that determination it was the great vie-
tory won by Montreal's best team at the
Chicago World's Fair. The Capitals
came down on Saturday, with their
backers, determined to carry off the
colors; the Skamrocks were equally as
determined to retain the championship.
There was evidently from the outset no
compromise, no give and take, no half
measure upon oné side or the other.
The Cupitals had the field before them
and their upponents ready to contest it ;
the Shamrocks had sn equal advantage
so far, but they had also to contend
against ungenerous prejudice and to ex-
pect the severest of criticism. It was
evident to any impartisl man that a
slip or mistake that would be passed
over on the part of the Capitals, would
be magnified into an attack, foul play,
or ruffianiem on the pa.rt of the Sham-
rocks.

Thus the teams met. A match was
played that cannot be.called a match;
even were it not & draw, it was in no
way a fair test of the respective merits
of both tea.ms. But, such, as it was, we
find' t.he press coming out in blazmg

qba.ruqterq of. »oondemnatlon upon the

Hon. Mr. Robidoux,

Shumroeka and. wnh not.lnng but ful—
some praise for their opponont.u. ‘And
yet the trath of the whole matter is,—
that the first excitement, the initial ag-
grevation, come from the favored
team. There are glowing pictures of,
the cuts, wounds and batterings received
by men of the Capital team; not one
word about the equally, if not more ser-
ious, treatment received by members of
the Shamrocks. No man on the field
was injured as was O’Brien, but he was
a Shamrock man and no sympathy was
felt for him. Sticks, fists, knocks, black-
gusrdism, and such like terms leap
throngh the reports in all the mazes of
confusion ; the melancholy companions
of prcjudiced imagipations. We do not
aek that the Shamrocks be excused, if
they soted in any way deserving of cen-
sure; but we do demand that they re.
ceive fair play, just oriticiem, and credit
where credit is deserved. Were they
other than what they are, the Montreal
press would be able to point out all the
provocation to which they were subject-
ed, but they are Irish, and their emblem
is not relished by the scribes who heap
unjustifiable censure upon them.

BISHOF OF SHERBROOKE,

Just as our form was going to pres
we received a despatch stating that Rev.
Father Laroque, of St. Hyacinthe, has
been named Bishop of Bherbrooke. It is
at present impossible for us to give a
sketch of the distinguished prelate whom
the Holy See has just raised to the dig-
nity of Bishop, bul in our next isaue we
sball endeavor to do justice to the sub.
ject. Meanwhile we congratulate the
new Bishop, the dioceae of Sherbrooke,
and the whole Catholic Church in this
Province on the appointment of such &
zealous and able prelate.

A RETRAUTIUN.

In our issue of the 6th September weo
publishcd sn editorial note, in which we
referred to the Hon. Mr., Mercier and
Ia speuking of the
latter gentleman we repeated a play »
upon the name that had been made
some time ago, and which fAsshed upon
our mind at the moment of writing. It
appears that Hon, Mr. Robidoux con-
siders that the paragraph in question has
been injurious to him and that it was
directed against his integrity and per-
sonal standing. We beg to state that
nothing was further from our intention,
and that we merely repeated, in a
humorous manner, what we considered
to be & harmless play upon words. If,
however, any injury has been suffered in
consequence of said paragraph, we sin-
cerely regret thesame and positively dis-
claim any serious’ intention in writing
the apparently . offensive words. Above
all, we wish it to be thoroughly under-
stood that no reflection upon Hon. Mr.
Robidoux’s personal integrity was in-
tended, because that gentleman’s wcll-
known character is far above the reach

of any serious attack.
EIESeee—y

The following unplessant piece of
news has been gent to the American press
from St. Petersbury :

“ The rellgtous intolerance of the Russian
& oVernment seems to have taken a new form,
ot only Jews but Roman Catholics are now
victims, Early In the year nearly all the
Polish employes of the raiiroads of western
Russla were dismissed. A commission ofthe -
minlstry on ways and commuanication 18 just
1ssued. In the regulation sbout such € adp’o’“
five religious oalegories aire form:
ggning with & man Catholic born of
man (Catholic parents In Buuls next
Roman Catholls born of .a- AD
Oathonu father and a mother. of orthodox or
other creed and 20 on. The last category is.-
that of any man profeesing the Roman batho-
o rellflon lrrespecuve of parentage.. Those -
belonging 1o vhe first oategory. cannot -be em-‘
gloyed a8 engineers elsewheore than in nort.hem
beria, thuse belonging to the second category
only in western Siberia und the extreme. ea.n-
ern provines o rEmpean Russia; those in the
last’ category can: ven -poats- in Bnun.
ganornlly exclusivé of Poland.and the  Baltic
10 Thisregulation ‘?rnet.ica.uy exoludes

vinoces.
f!oman Gatholics from all. appolntments in
the mlnthry of WAYI lnd aomnl;.g.ﬁlmtonl !




