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NEW YEARS DAY.

ITS OBSERVANCE PAST AND PRE-
SENT.

rrom Heathenlsm to
Pagan Jubilatlons Suceceded by
the Church’s Solemulitios.

Among all civilized uations New
Year's Day begins the year. TFew know
how much they are indebted to Pope
Gregory XIII for fixing the calendar so
as to know th date of events. Tn ancient
times there was no fixed era from which
te date the years. Some pecople counted
from their birth ; monarchs from their
coronation ; the Romans {rom the
foundation of Rome ; the Grecks fiom
their Olympic games; the Babyloniuns,
from the reign of Nebonassar: the

Mohammmedans from he flight of
Mohammed ; the Persians, from the
reign of Yezdegird ; and the Armenians,
from the Council of Tiben. The lin-
doos have three eras to couut from, the
Chinese date from the beginning of the
reign of their Emperors, the Jews count
from the creation, the Nussians, In
Church matters, using the Septuagint
version of the Bible, dated from the
creation, but in crvil atfuies they date
from the birth of Christ, like the other
civilized nations of the world, We can
understaed from these different wavs of
counting time, the dilliculty ol lixing the
dates of ancient times and the wisdom of
the Chureh in adopting the method of
counting from the birth™ of Christ. The
Tomans dedieated the first of Jamary to
the god Jauus, offering sacritices to him
on twelve altars, and they roek the events
of thaw day as signs of the coming year.
They met each other with kindly greet-
ing and sent presents to their friends,
From that comes our “lHappy New
Year,” and the enstom ol sending pre-
sents to our triends, From the time of
the Apestles the Chaueh celebrated New
Year's Day, in memory of Qur Lord
vircumeision, cight days after his birth,
as given in the Gospel. They condemu-
ed the Wdolutrous rites of the pagans on
that day, tor not only the ilomans, but
the Druids and the Saxons sent gilts and
carried out their  superstitious cere-
monies. The presents of the people and
of the nobles became sources of revenue
to the kings in ansient times, and to the

aristocrucy in feudal days. The creation |

would be the natural time to date
from, but with the exception of
the Hebrews, all other nations go back
till they are lost in fable. In the sacred
writings of the Hebrews there are two
periods, one of the Jews, stating that the
creation took plice 4,004 yewrs before
Christ, the
OTHEKR OF TIE SEITUAGINT,

putting his birth 5,508 years from the
ereation, The Church, knowmg that
dates and exact times have nothing to
do with salvation and faith, and wishing
10 hionor the two great versions of the
Bible, uses the Septuagint manner of
counting the years from creation in the
martyrolagy and the Hebrew in all other
computations.

The pagans used to eelebrate the day
by sactiicing to the god Janus and to
the goddess Strenia and spent their time
in feasting, debauchery and badness. To
warn  the  Christians,  St. Augustin
preached o sermon against these pagan
rites. The Council ot lonrs eondemned
them, opening with the  words, “Our
fathers commanded the Litanies to he
said on the Kalends ot January, the belis
to be tolfod at the cighth hour, and the
Muass of the Cireumcision of Our Lord
to Le properly celebuted”  As far as
we areable to go back we cannot find
when this feast was commenceld to be
celebratel, All histories prove that it
came trom the Apostles.  Formerly they
said two masses on New Year's day, one
in romemberance of the circumeision,
and the other in honor of the Blessed
Virgin, but after the thirteenth century
the latter mass fell into disuse. The
Catholic Clinvel has no prayers relating
to the beginning of the eivil year, as the
ecclesiastical ycar begins on  the first
Sunday of Advent, but we ask the people
to thank God for his -graces showered
down on us duving the lnst twelve
months, and we ask them to beseech the
Lord to continne his blessings tur the
coming year. To give all an example,
the Pope goea to the Church of the Jesu,
there to sing the “Thee, O God, we
praise,” to the Jord, nnd finishes with
the Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Thesame, sentiments are found
carried out in the ancient Gothic Chiirch
of Spain.

The Mass for New Year’s is entitled
“At St. Mary’s across the Tiber,” for
there in that Church, the oldest and
most venerable of the temples built in
Rome to the honor of the Virgin, the
New Yenr's Mass is said. It was huilt
on the celcbrated spot, where, according
to the legend, a wall of oil flowed Irom
the ground in the night the Lord was
born, bursting forth and flowing even tu
the Tiber. The early Christmas saw in
it a figure of the Christ that is the
Anointed, for that is the meaning of

“Christ in the ancient Hebrew. That
Church was Luilt in the third century
and conscerated by Pope Calistus. To-duy
it is known by the nmne of the Fountain
of Oil.

~One Way of Keeping New Year's Day.

There isin Paris what is called o Little
Seminary, an institution like most of our
classical colleges. The rules of the house

~are based on the puvest spirit of p'mt'f’
1

and. virtue. The boys who distinguis

- themselves in their. ¢lasses aro rowarded.

' hat. niay seém surprising to
hey : are- allowed to- visit:
g el S N

Chrlstlonlty — |

,:md heip the poor. They do the work.
' that 15 of the A<pdrant Conferenses of the
S8t Vineent de Paul Society.
v Barthe most heantiin! Sustom here s
Pobserved on New Yeads nignt, The day
itself, which in France is kept a~ we
keep hCristmas as a home and family
feast. is passed by the hovs in their
fown Bamilies, In the evening they return
I'ta colloge tull of the juys of the day, with
the aflectionate groctings of father and
mother and friends lingering in the ears
and  of course loadeld with good things
i Night pravers are said soon after their
Pentry, and the signnl given for retiring.
Out they file from the study hall; bnt
P when they reach the door, they lind two
large dishes set out on small tables and
each one, as he passcs, puts on thesc
whatever his generosity inspires him to
give of the good things I:e has Lrought
with him from home. Cakes and candies,
toys and trinkets and money soon iill
the dishes, and these go to the poor.

A beautiful custom traly, and a Chris-
tian one.

ST. JOSEIH.

——
A story of His Intercesslon Told by an
Adricun Misslionarv.

Father O'Hare of Ashbourne, England,
recently told the following thrilling story
at a church festival:

“ Dharing several of the twelve yeany |
spent in Airica I bad under my pastoral
care the sole charge of a district 2= large

as England,  Pertodievally I made a visi-
tation of my seattered flock. On one ol
these vast excursions I lost my way, and |
tound myself wandering without the,
slightest idea of the locality. 1 could sce
noone. 1t was o season of brought. No |
frain bad fallen, and my horses were
scarcely able to drag along my cart for
iwant of water. At length I cametoa ]
Boer farm in this, tome, unknown valley. |
FEhe whole country was scorched, Thoee i
fwas, however, a water dam pear the |
[house, and this was all drought. A~
‘.pmnching the Duteh farmer I tohd lim
my story, and asked if he would allow
my horses to drink,  Purmission was)
grante'l, I told the farmer 1 was a
Catholie priest. He wis o Protestant,

* Oh, then,” said he, “ifyoun go into
the cuthouse you will find alaborer who
is dying—he is a Catholie.”

L'entered there and found the poor ful-
low—a client of ®t. Jozeph—near death.
When 1 told him that T was the Cathole
rpriest of the district of * Oudtshoorn,”

1530 miles away, he litted hiz wasted body
and  exclaimed In accents of deepest
pratitude
|7 Al St Joseply, T knew you would
send me a priest, soas togive lie cumiort
before 1 die”

“What has 8t. Juseph to do with the
matter ?”" I asked him, and here was hLis |
story :

“When a boy in dear old Ireland my
mother, & good Catholic, taught me to
say every duy, ‘St Joseph, pray for me,
that 1 may die a happy death.”  Lhave
never for one day neglected that prayer.
I made my first Communion at 10, and
served Mass till L was 13, L enlisted
fthe army at 21, and came out o the |
Kaflir war.

“Refore leaving lreland T went inoy
untitorm and bid 1wy poor old mother
good-hye, and. as she kissed me tenderly,
she sobbed.  Don’t forget your priyor to
St Joseph” Teame to the Kallir war
When it was over and my e wis ex-
plred 1 was discharged wnd stayed by
choice at the Cape.  There wis 1o priest
pearer to me than Cape Town—300 miles |
away. 1 hired on this Dutch farm, and
here I have worked for years,  Lately |
heard of vour arrival at Outshoorn, 150
miles away, and I set out in delicate
healtl in the Liope of going to confession
and Commimion.  Arrived at your house

v | owas tokd yor were away on the
visitation aml mght not be back dor
many onths,  Atter n week I retuened,
an:d here Llanded yestenday neariy dying,
and here is the priest to-day sent by St
Joseph.” .

That night I instraetel him and heasd
his confession.  ‘1he next morniug 1 said
Miuss and gave him Holy Communion,
and svon atter I gave Extreme Unction
and the last blessing,  1le then died,
saying with his last breath, * St Jeseph,
pray tor me that 1 may dic a happy
death.”

T ————

De La Salle Literary Assoclation.

The members of the De LaSalle Literary
Association are to by congratulated vpon
their grand suceess of Tuesday, Deceruber
93, It is enactel in the by-laws ot the
gociety that . public entertainment shal
be held onee w year, and oun the above
mensioned evening the members  ac
quitted themselves in u manner worthy
of all praise. Long beture 8 pam. the
Queen’s Hail was pretty well fitled and
by that hour nearly every seat in the
bouse wis taken. After an overture Ly
Prof. Hardy's orchestrn, the following
yrogranime waus gone through withuut
riteh i —

# Merchant of Venice,” Act IV.—Dulke
of Venice,, My, Oscar Maxtel ; Antonio (a
merchaut of Venice), Mr. Frank J. Me-
Kennu; Bassanio (his {riend), Mr. Juhn
J. Foley: Gratiano, Mr. Harry J. T.
Maguire ; Shylock (a rich Jew), Mr. John
K. Cleary ; Poriie, Mr. Thomus D, Tan-
sey ; Nerissa, Mr. Lows E. Curran;
Salaring, Mr. 8. J. Murdock ; Salario, Mr.
I, 1. Cawrpenter. *“The Ghost,” M.
Bdward H., Twohey; violin solo, Mrn
Oscar Martel ; the quarrel of Brutus and
Cassius (Julins Casur), Messrs., LThomas
D. Tansey und Berna-d Evers; “The Old
Home Down on the Furm,” Glee Club;
musie, Orchestra. .

Next came “'Lhe Harvest Storm,” with
the lollowtug cast ol charnctens:—dJoln
Gardner (an Efmnesb farmer), Mr. John ‘I
Twohey ; Dick Darrel (unscrupulous Yeo-
man), Mr. Edward I Twoliey ; Mr. Lynx
{a detective), Mr. John I. Foley ; Bavker
‘wnd Nibler (assistants to'Mr. Lynx), Mr,

McCullough  and Mr. Henry Irving ;
Samuel Lezicon (writing a new diction,

v . v

ary), Mr. Louis K. Curean; Andrew Rad-
ford (abseonling elerk), Mro M. AL
Phelan ;. lichas? (imther to Andrew),

Mr, Harry J. 1V Mazuire; Chaeiey Cooper |

and Nt Lorcl (two Gypsies), Me, Bernard
Fivers and Mr. Salvin.

The * Merchant of Venice” was very
well acted for seeond year amateurs, the
principal parts being ably sustained by
Massrs. (), Martel, F. J. McKenra, John
K. Cloary and T, E. Tansey. Mr E .
Twohey’s recitation, - The Ghost,” eapti-
vated the andience. Mr. Martel’s violin
solo was very well rendered, and ealled
for an encore.  The “*Quarrel of Dimtus
and Cassius” needs no comment ; Messrs.
Evans and Tansey were foremost in ably
sustaining their reputation. The glee
club closed the concert programme with
“The Old HMome Down on the Farm.”
The second part of the progranmme was
the most interesting of the rvening.
Messrs, J. T. Twohey, 1. J. Maguire, J.s.
Yoley and M. Phelan acted their parts
after the style of Salvini, whilst Mr. L. E.
Curtan kept the house in roars of laughter
writing Simwel Lerienn’s new dictionary.

¢ At the conctusivh of the programme Mr.

H. J. Maguire thanked the lulies and
gentlemen for their presence, remarking
that atthough they did not affect to he
prolussioiats, yet he hoped they had
scored it point, which they undoubtedly
did.  The De La Salle Association is in
its secomd year and hepes to find a
position in the next Fete Dleu pro-
cession.

CATHOLIC CULLINGS.

Confession of love is more excellent
than contessinn of su.—[3. Henry Suso.

The Kings of the East came, and wealth,
royul wealth we found at the feet of
poverty.—.rehbishop Ryan.

The moment of choosing our destiny
is a solemn ouc,and everything that s
sulemnn is swel—Frederick Ozanam.

Symypathy has in tis own right a singu-
lar power ol soothing the moral suflerings
of the forlorn or unfortunate—dArehbishop
{lahes,

Wimldst thou know what thou art?

Thou art that to which the heart turns

most (requently —Ten, Burtholomer of
Mncturs.

The arrows of envy and detraction do
not pivree the hearts of these to whom
they are dirccted before fivst piercing
that of Jesus Chivist.—St Vneent de Pl

It is the key of obadience that opens
the dour of Paradise,  Jesus Christ has
contided that key to His Viear, the Pope,
Christ on ecarth, whom all are obliged to
obey, even unto death.—St. Catherine of
Sieiint.

The soul cannot remain stationary ;
she must advance or recede.  As she ad-
vances in virtue, she abandens the im-
periections of fear; if she arrives not at
love, she is retracing her footsteps—B.
Iienry Suso.

o this cur end 1in life, to cleause our
hearts that ve may Dbehold mere and
more of thic beauly and the splendor of
the Divine Presence; that we may see
Godiu ali ereatures, in all His Providence,
in «ll the events and changes, and calls
and cliastisements of life.—Curdinal Man-
niny.

In life. whether we know it or not, we
are alwavs travelling to a sorrow. At
the next turn of the road stands an un-
torseen death of some one we love, or the
breaking up ol a cirele in whicl it scoms
as i our very existence were bound up ;

forsomedisgiace which we never reckone |

on—{tfier F'U I Faber.

He whu is truly humble ean never per-
suade himself that any one can do him
wrong,  What o thought! that e Who
is our Creator hears with so mmny in-

jurtes from His creatures, and we are

wounded by o word ! It matters litte 1f
we e esteemed or not, whether good or
evilis sad of us. Honors should be to
ws o greater atliiction than injwics or
Dsulte—Se, Treics.

A Cruel Deel.

WiNesTox, Decetnber 20.—An inquest
was held te-day at Sharbot Lake, sixty
miles north of hiere, on the body of the
Indian child for whose murder Peter
Sharboi, an Indian of that place, now
iies in Kingstonn jail.  The body was
found yesterday as described by 1us
mother, Sharbot’s wife, who laid the In-

formntion against  her husband and
whuse  evidence  was taken  to-day.

Cecllin White Duck, as she is ealled,
testitied that Sharbot had long wanted
her to mary him, bub that the child,
which was tHeginnaie, was the obstacle.
At lnst he pronused to take care of the
ehild, and they wete married on the 20th
of fust September. They were no souner
mariied than Starbot ook o vioient dis-
like to the ¢hild and took to bewting it.
Un the 24th, in an ungovernable tury, he
chuked the child to death.  Then he
buried the body where it was fornd. and
by terible threats kept Ins wuesilent
ti1l she could “bear the sitrain no longer.
The coroners jury brought in a verdict
of wilful murder against the heartless
savage,
RIS TN
Anti-Annrehy,

VIExxA, December 29.—The Tugbltt
snys the Germun Government has taken
the initintive towards calling a confer-
ence Lo onsider the establislunent of an
ternational system of protection agpinst
Anarchist outrages. Among the sub-
jects mentioned for consideration by the
conlerence are extradition for politicul
murders and the limitation of present
rights of asylum,

— el — e
Restitution.

CoLogxE, December 29.—A bill will be
submitted tothe German Impenial 'arlia-
ment in 1891 providing for the restitution
to the Cathelic. Church ol the entie se-

cumulated capital fornied by thie priests’

stipends, which were confiscated during
the anti-Catholic agitation. ‘

ERS AR

YEED OF A ST. FRANCIS.

THE REVIVAL OF OLD QUESTIONS.

Iistory Itepeating Itself fn Social Prob-
lems of the Age—The Plaglnelsms
of thoe salvation Army,

The same old gquestion that demanded
an answer in tho twelfth century, and
demanded it imperiously, s occupying
the attention of England to-day. And
the question is, how shall the poor be
saved from sinking to the level of brutes?
It was answered in the twelfth century
by the appearance of St. Franeis ' Assisi,
In the eighteenth it was answered, Rous-
seia and Voltaire having paved the way
by the fearful out-brexk of the poor
thermselves, many of whom had become
as brutes.

Ancther question which is forcing its-
elf on thoughtful people is, how can the
people in all countries be made more
Christian, more contented, more hopeful
to one another? St. Francls, the mer-
chant's son, came out of the little town
of Umbiria att a time when the hearts even
of Christians seemaeill to tremble before
the two Italian viees, Avarice and Re-
venge. Rome itself had been torn by
warting rwlers.  But St. Franeis came;
the Noly Futlier, supremely  directed,
Deessaed o mission whicly, from the inman
puint of view, scemed hopeless.  Pope
innocent did not jeer at the poor man
who  proposed to convert  the world
through lus poverty,  And from the mo-
ment that the Father of Christendom
hlessod Francis of Assisi, the world felt
more strongiv i new force—the foree of
the evangelical life.

St Francis was 2 poct, but he held no
theories, The one great comuandment
ol Love was his sole philosophy. It
hosad him to God, it bound him to man
wnd to nature, He tried soceesstully to
do what Wordsworth and vur modein
areat poets have nusuceessiully uied to

P do—to bring lis people nearer to nature, |

and to teach them that to love nature
wils to gt neaver 1o nature’s God, The
lesson that Colerlage teaches in * The
Ancient Mariner” might have been hoy-
rowed from o legemd of St Franeis
“1fe pravetis best who loveth hest
Al thines bhoth great and small;
For the dear Giod who loveih us,
He made and loveth all.”

But St. Franeis lived 1is poem, though
he sung snatehes of it his beloved
Freneh, and atterward in the maore bes
loved dialect of the Jtdinn

COMMON FOLX,
He made bhimsell pourer than the
voorest.  1Iis brown robe was all he had.

['o be the povrest of Gold's ereatuzes, to
be beaten about by the winds of heaven,
to be like Qur Lord and to bave no place
on which to lay his head,—this was his
ardent ambition.  And  this ambition
made him the regenerator of the Chris-
tian world, threatened on ovne side by
Arabic subtieties and Orientid fusts, and
on the other by inordinate love of power
and plaex. Machiaveli was not
wrong when he said that without St
Frineis and St Dominie religion in
Furope wonld have beeome adm st ex-
tinct.

To-day the world Lo rushing rapidly
toward i eondition of things not unlike
it which ealled for St Praneis. The
attempt of Gen. Bootle in London (o
rescite the poor tronn a degradation worse
than deatlt has revealed plagnespots
de eper than these that the civillzation of
Middli-Age Italy koew.  Bat who, ee-
adly reading Geu, Bouth's book, inagines
that his plans will do more than glaze
the uleer with an apjcarance ol headth ?
Mistaken in many ways as the members
of thesatvation Army are, and ephemerad
as their work must be, vet v has some-
thizr iniv of the spint of St Praneis.
The sulvation people hiave veadized the
truth that to understand the poor, ote
must be among the poor.  The only
possible advantage that Gen. Booath's
plitns ean have comes from the fact that
Lis missiouaries will be of the poor and
with the poor.

The spirit of St. Franeix alone can bring
pece to the world; and these Salvation-
1sts are groping toward it, but they are
very far iroml possessing it Political
cennomy lias fadied, as it always will fail,
ta salve a problem which only Love can
solve. It there is Jess caste hatred to-
day than there was in the time of St
Francis, it is becausc the clisses are
more indifferent to one another than
they were in the feudal days.  Looking
around usd, only one conclusion cun be
diawn {from  experience—hamely, that
the Chureh of Christ alone can cope with
the social evils of our time; and to do so
she needs & St. Francis with the spirit of
hini of Assisi, and new methods of diftus-
ing it—J F, Egan in Ave Morie.

. BOCIALISM,

A Papal Lncyelleal to Appear on this
Urgont Quostion of the Iour.

v

axig, December 27 —~Advices from
Rome state that the Pope has finished
the draft of his encyclical npon the social
question. His Holiness has been work-
ing apon the subject for over a year, nnd
at his request thie maost competent econ-
omists and bishops of different countries
have furpished niemoranda. The Pope
considers the question the grentest of the
present time. The cncyclical will be the
crowning act of the Pope’s work inthis
direction. The date ol its publication has
not yet been fixed. The Pope will consult
with certain cardinals' and prelates on
the main passages, but the associated

press correspondent is enabled to say the
encyclical will review and cxp~und the
svhole” question " affecting wage workers.
The document; will comprise three parts.

4 -

. s
- oA [ L
Al L ERUEEERRE

general principles upon which social
{economy s founded and the dominant
iden of distributive justice which should
regulate the intercomrse of men and the
tspread of wendth, Distributive and re-
storative justice is needed to prevent
misery and sweating on one side and ex-
orbitaut richesand tyranny on the other,
The seeond part comprises the origin and

First, His Holiness will develop the

OTIE TRISIE QUESTION.

THE WEEK PASSES WITHOUT GREAT
AGITATION.

The Conference in Frances the Questlion
of the llour—Not Much FProspect

muse of the present condition of the
socinl problem. On this point His Hol- l
ness takes o new thesis first developed

in hix cneyclical on socialista,  The third

part contains the views of the ’ope re- |
garding the remedies beyond religious

and moral influcnce tv be advoented.

His Holiness expresses himsell again in

favor of the intervention by the state

within the limits previously set forth.

e condemns eapitalism as now organiz-

ed anid advocates a. more equitable and

just distribution of riches. The eney-

clical will proably appear before Laster.

The Pope 13 convinced that the Church

should 'lead the present social and de-

mocratic movement and will appeal to

all conservative forces and to Protestants

to aid in sccuring the safety of society.

The Pope’s physician says His Holiness

may live for some time yet, as he has a

robust constitution and is suflering from

no intirmity.

C.Y.M.S,

T'he Monthly Moeeting Held Last sunday
Afternoon.

The religions monthly meeting of the
Catholic Young Men's society was held
on Sunday afternoon in their roums.
The usual New Year's visit to Rev, I
Dowd was endorsed unanimously.  Rev.
James Callnghin touk advantage of the
lorge attenlanee to fonnulate his views
on MHoly Conununion in  conjunction
with  Cathiolic  associations, in which
after deploring the evil results of pro-
ligacy and  crime e went on o
comment upon  the usefulness  of
religions socicties. They were not, he
said, intended to increase in the heart
of youth its already tuo great imclination
to the pursuit of pleasure, but they pur-
posed merely to supply a modorate re-
Perention ag aoomeans of facilitating intel-
cectual and moral improvement,  Ganes
of an inpoeent nature, but oflering a
proximate aveasion to the violation of
God's saered Jaw, ought to he abolishied
at any cost. Young men's halls were not
constructed as deeoys to Jend away in-
nocenee from the practice of virtue, or
s mere pretexts, having o coloring of
tighteousness, but in reality acted as
mmeeling places whencee issued almost
upon arrival a specinl koot of dangerons
fooking persunaditios who took theit leave
1or refuges of gambling, intoxication or
cven  debaucliery. Their rooms  were
Lomes of depravation. I Catholic young
men were in earnest, they would invite
to their asscmblies none but associates
of sterling character, whose conversations
will elevate rather than debase the hu-
man mind and heart

st. Patrick*s Cholr Concert.

The concert given on Mouday night in
thie Queen's hall by Su. Patrick’s choir, in
add of St Patrick™s Chureh, was anim-
mense sueeess, both dinanciafly  and
mu=ically. ‘The hall was crowded with a
very appreciative audience. Rev, Jo AL
MeUndlen's recitations were Hstened to
with the grentest interest,  He was most
happy  In his sclections and - was
more cloguent than ever. 'The choir,
which pumbered  over a  hundred
voiees, wits accompanied by one of the
best orehiestras heard at aniatenr coneerts,
and renderad the ditderent choruses in a
Binasterly way.  The choruses chosen were
Pafl prevty and bright. Specinl mention
fmu=t be mude of an “Ave Mana,” the
comjosition o Protessor Fowler, which
is really o very exprossive pieee of suered
musie, Thesoiosts were tew, but were
pacedlent. Miss Leprohon gave a selee-
tion from “ Carmen” 1w very pleasing
Volee ] [0

manner, her clear slowing
creat  advantage. Masses Jensen
and  MeCatirey  and Messts. Hwnmid

Jand Casey sang a very line quartette
Mr. F. W. Foley gsve a solo, “The
Mighty Decp,” und Miss Bissaunette ind
Mr, J0 P Whelan, jr., played a piano
duet.  Mr. J.J. Xowan's rendition of the
drinking song from “ Lo Traviata” wus
one of the best of the programme. My,
Gruenwald led the erchestra, and Mr. P,
. MeCunilrey acted as conductor.  Prof.
J. Fowler deserves congratuiations lor
the able manner with which he prepared
the programme and conducted the con-
cert,
S _
A Gladstonian Celebration,

Loxpoy, December 20.—At Hawanden
castle tho Blst birthday of the Rt. Hon,
Ewart Gladstone was celebrated with
great rejoicing. Telegrnms of congratu-
ltions and large numbers of presents
arrived during the eatly part of the duy
from all parts of Grent Britain. There
werc also received several congratulations
from the United States, Nearly the
whole of Mr. Gladstone’s family was pre-
sent at the castle and the village was
crowded with visitors.
- —————

The old Church of Saint Severni, at
Pars, was the scenc of an interesting
ceremony recently, when its organ was
blessed by Mpr, Svule, of the Chapter oi
Saint Denis, n presence of a good nym-
ber of the Paris clergy. This organ dutes
from 1358, and was the it instrument
of the kind introduced into Paris. Alter
wndergoing various changes it has been
completely transformed by the present
cure of the varish, the Abbe Castelneau,
Hence the ceremeony of its reconsiruc-

of a Compromise—12umor that
tho MeCarthyltes may have
PIarnell. Arrested.

Dunnix, December 27— Dr. O Donnell,
Bishop of Raphoe, in o ietter to the Irish
Catholic, says ha regrets that the Irish
peopte did not momediately place the
blanie upon Parnell for his offence against
morality insteadd of giving him a handle
with which to ruin the party and the
country. John Pinkerton, M.T’, for Gal-
way, & supporter of Parndll, announces
that he will resign his seat it his constitu-
ents desire him to do so becausc of his
allegianee to Parnell )

Bovvroaxi, December 26—Thos. Sexton
in an interview to-day said he considered
Parnell’s insulting reference to his collea-
gues an insuperable barrier to his resump-
tion cf the lendership of the Irish party.
He was gaite certain that had Parnell
consulted the party in regard to Morley’s
alleged offer of & place every man wauld
have rejected indignantly the idea of saceri-
ficing in any degree the independence of
the party by an aceeptance of the offer.
Regarding the effect of the possible
passage of the band Aet, Mr. SBexton
said he thought it would render the
farmers more independent, energetic nod
enterprising, but the measure of their
suceess might be the mensure of the
laborer’s dircontent. In order (v mect
the just claims of the latter Mr. Sexton
said he luoked to the extension of the
system of the Act of 1883 to be inangu-
rated by authorizing the hoards of guard-
fans to lovy rates to” be used i the con-
struction of laborers’ cottages, At pres-
ent the beards have to pay 4 per eent in-
terest and provide a sinking tund on the
money advanced by the treasury and
cannot let houses with o halt aere of
walled garden under une pound, or one
pound three shillings weckly, as the
hersex must be fixed according to fixed
specifications from Dublin, — This and
the expense of fuspection would increase
the price of o house and garden to £120,
which the rental is not suflicient to
cover.  Mr. Sexton hopes to change this
system and get smaller houses huilt
under local supervision at such reduced
cost as to render the present rents profit-
able.

Loxpox, Dee. 27.—The News says as
Mr. Sexton was supposced to_be less de-
cided in his opposition to Mr. Parnell
and more inclined towards a compromise
than many of his politica] friends, his
frank and clear declaration ds important
and valuable,

Paris, December 27 —Mesars, Gill and
O’'Brien are staying at the house of M,
Raflnloviteh,  They are readlng up the
newspaper files, nnd posting  themselves
on the events which have happened since
they lett Amarien. (’Brien enjoys ox-
collent health, The Temps announces
that after the mecting between Parnel
and O'Brien a formnl conference of the
Irish leaders will be held,  Among those
who will take part in the deliberations
will e Messrs, MeCarthy, Power, Red-
moml, O'Kelly, Sexton, Kenny and
Arthur O'Comor. The aimof the con-
ference will be a reunion of the two
seetions of the Ivish party, bazed on the
temporary  relirement of Mr. Parnell
from the leadership.  The Debats asserts
that Parnell will' come here without
having  made o previous areangemend
with O'Brien for o meeting.  The pajper
further savs that O'Brien does ot ex-
je b o distuss the position with Parnell
personaliy,
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A Private Chapel.

The new private ¢hapel in Promier
Mercier’s residence on St Denis street
will be Blessed on New Year's day by
Vicar-CGeneral Marechal, in the presence
of the Premicr and his family. The
chapel is wpon the upper flat of the
house and is tastefully decorated.

—_—————
A Sudden Doath.

The Churceh has suliered a great loss by
the sudden death ot the Rev. Father
O’ Donovhine, of Perth. which occurred Jast
week, The Rev, Father was generally
beloved, and his death leaves a great
Bblank in the clerieal roll of the divcese
of Kingston.

—e——————

The Gaulols announces that at the
next consistory the Pope will create
Father Monsabre a  cardinal. Father
Monsabre belongs to the Dominican
Order.

1t is stated at Paris that the negoti-
atians in connection with Newtoundiand
are lor the time suspended. Lord Salis-
bury iz said to be considering what to
offer as compensation in exchange for
the French shore. M. Ribot never treated
the suggestion of the 8t. Pierre couuncil
seriousty regarding the cession of Burfn
Peninsula. If the whole of the British
Gambia is offered M. Itibot, it is thought,
will consent to enter into negotiations.

—a—

A gigantic couspiracy to flood the
United Stales -with counterfeit silver
doliars has been unearthed at Pittsburg, -

arvest. and one thousand one hundred of -

tion. Singers belonging to the Opun
and the Conservatolre took part in the
musical portion “of the .ceremony. The
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sermon wag by the Dominican orator,

the spurious coins dre in the hands of -
the police. The money wasbrought from-
o central station in. New York - city; to
Pittsburg by a gang of Italians employed

to'pasa ib.
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