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TALEMBERT'S LIFE OF

BRETH OF TIUNGALY.
TRANSLATED FOR THE fF FRUE WITNESS™ py

MES., SADLIER, '

LLiZA-

(Continued Jrom our lasl.)

Alter him came tonocent TV, (1242} whe, ihaegh
wp 10 the very moment of dis election, a friend and
partisan of Frederie, is no sooner elected than e
serifices all Lis Tormer ties to the angust mission con-
fled 1o Lim, and that adwirable wmily of purpose
which had for twe hundred years animated ell lus
predescssors, persecuted, menseed, shut wp Letween
e Lipesiud catmns which, frem Geruny in the
g tly, wnd Sizidy in the soutl, pather sroml dhe
doomed eity whizh s now lis peison.  He wnst en-
deavor to escape. ~ Where is he to find an asylin 1
Fovery sovereign in Hurope, even St Louis, vefuses
tn receive him.  Flappily, Lyons is free, and Lelongs
anly to an independent Arehibishop.  There Tinoceut
assernbles alf ihe Bishops who could escape fram the
tyrant, amd his venerabie brojhors, the Cardinnls; to
the latter he aives the scarlet hat to dennte that they
shoutd a}wa)'s~bn ready 1o shued their binod for the
Churel y and then, from the midst of that swpreme
tribunal, which Frederic had himself jnvoked and re-
cognised, and before which bis :'.'(l}'m:utcs CAIe K0-
Temaly to plead bis eauee, the Tugitive Pontif ulmi-
tates, aguinst the most powerlul sovereign of Lhat

time, the sentence of deposition, as the oppressor of |

velivious liberty—1he speiier of the Clwch—a here-
tic and a tviant.  Glovions amd ever-memorvable
timaph. of r-i{;l:t aver mizil~—of {aith over materiul
sntevest 0 The thipd act of that syered deama,
whorein St Gregory VI ad Alesander TH, ad al-
ready trampled “upder foet the rebellions element,
amitd the acclunations of Saints and men ! We all
linow how providence took apon itseli’ the ralification

of this senlence; we are familiar with the full of

Trederie and his atter years, the premature death of §

kis son, and the total riin of that formidable race.
As an admirable proof of the eniive confidence
placed in the integrity of the Tioly See, it s worthy
of remark that, as Fredevic himsell was felt, when an
orphan, in his cradle, to the care of TIIHOC(HIL.”L S0
the friends and aliies of his grandson, Conradine, the
last of Lhie house of Sunabia, would not entrust bim to
auy other guardian than the very Pontifi who lad de-
posed  his grandsire ; and who munaged lis trust
Tovally and well, 6lb it was tor o fis grasp by the
nerfidions Mainfroy. -

Phe struzale continues against the Iatter, and ail
the other encmies of the Church, carried on with the
cune intrepitity, the same perseverance, tader Alex-
ander 1V, {1254,) aworthy deseendant of that family
of Couti, which bad already given to the world Tono-
ot 111 and Gregory JX5 and after him, um'!cr Ur-
fran IV, (1261.) that shoemaker’s son who, far from
heing ashamed of lis origin, had his father painted
o the ehureh windows of Troyes, working at his
trade ; who had the Lonor of providing a new uli-‘
ment for Catholic plety by instituting the Feast of
the Most 1loly Sacrament, (1264;) zod who, un-
shaken in the midst of the greatest dangers, dies
without knowing where to rest bis head, but leaving
{0 the Church the protection of the broiher of St.
Tiouis. and 2 French monarchy in the Sicilics.  This
conquest is completed under: Clement IV, who sues
i vain for the life of Conradine, the innecent and ex-
piatory victim of lhe crimes of his family. ~And
thus entds for a white, that noble war of the Church
against state oppression, whicli was to be renewed
with (ar dilterent results, but not less gloriously, under
Bouiface VIIL ]

It must not be forgomm that, whilst these great
Poutifls were carrying on this warfare to the very ut-
most, far from being wholly engrossed by it, they
wave to the internal organisation of the Church and
of society, as much attention as though they werein
astate of profound peace. They continued, one af-
ter the other, with invincible perseverance, the co-
jossal work wherewith they were charged since the
fall of the Roman empire—ibe work of grinding and
kneading together all the divers elements of those
Germanic and northern tribes-who had overrun and
conquered Iurope, distinguishing therein all that was
gnod, pure, and salntary, in order to sanctily and ci-
vilise i, and rejecting all that was truly barbarous.
At the same time, and with th? same constancy, did
they propagate science and learning, placing them
within rcach of all; they consecrated the natural
equality of the human race, cal_lmg to the highest
diguities of the Church men born in the lowest classes,
for whatever little: learning or virtue they might have
they tabricated and promulgated the mngpiﬁcgnt.co_de
of ecclesiastical legislation, and that clerical jurisdic-
tion, the ‘benefits of which were the more sensibly
felt, in as much as it alone knew. neither torture nor

~any cruel punishment, and that it alone made no ez~

eeption-of persons amongst Christiags..
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Tt is rrue tlat, in the bosein of the Clwieh which
Ead such cliefs, many buman miseries were found:
piived wp with so much, gre;ﬂnvss and ‘saneiity 5 it
Pwiil always be so whilst things divine are entrusted to
'mortal fands 3 bnt we may be allowed to doubt whe-
ther there was less at uny other period,-and whether

champions, '

In frout of that majestic Choreh arose the second
vpreer before whiel the men of those times bent in
“homage ; that MHoly Homwan Wmpice. from which all
secondary voyalties seamed to Bow, Unbappily, since
(Uie end of the Haxon dynasty, in the eleventh contury,
vt had passesd into the hands of two Funilies in whom'
ithe great and pious spiril of Charlemagre was gra-
Flually extingiisbed, those of IPranconia and Sunbia.
i These subsiiteted o new spirit, impatient of ulf spi-
jri:u;:l vestraint, glorying anly in the force of arms

am! the fendal system, and always siming at the amal-

ammation of the Lwo powers absorbing the Church
in the Empire.  That fatal purpose, defeated by St.
Gregory VI, in the person of Herry IV, and by
Alegander 17,10 that of Trederick Barbarossa, made
a new effort in IPrederick 15 but he, (on, fonnd his
conguerors on the chair of 81, Peter. Tlis Frede-
rick 10 oecupied alf that Haltccontury which bis reign
almost wholly embraces.* It seeins Lo us imjiossible,
even for the most prejudiced mind, not to be struck

ment of Lis reign, in the days whenr he was faithlul to
the Roman Chureh, whielh had so carefully watched

Nothing could be mare splendid, mioie poetical, more
wrand than that fmperial court presided over by a
youny and gallant prince, endowed with every noble
quality both of mind and body, an entlusiastic lover
of theearts, of poetry, and of literature; himsell ac-
guainted willy six languages, and well versed in many
of the sciences j béstewing on the kingdom of Sicily,
whilst the Pope erowned hin in Rome (1220} acode
of Jaws the wisest and besl-framed, and altogether
vemarkable for their perfection; and subsequently,
alter his first recencilintion with the IToly See, pub-
lishing ut Mayenee the first laws that Germawy hod
had in its own tongue; gathering around him the
Qower of the chivalry of his vast dominions, giving
them the example of valor aml poetic genius, in the
royal hulls of Sicily, wherein were brought together
the divers elements of Germanice, Ttalian and Eastern
civilization. Tt was this very mixture that causcd his
ruin.  He would have been, says a chronicler of

leetien for Eastern life.  lle who was at oue time
thought of as a husband for 8t. Elizabeth, when she
was Jeft a widow, and who was actually a suitor for
the Liand of St. Agnes of Bohemia g soon after shut
himsedt up in a disgraceful seragiio, surrounded by
Saracen guards. By the side of this moral sensualism,
he speedily pro.laims a sort of political materialisin
which was, at least, premature in the thirteenth een-
tury, He shocks all the ideas of Clristianity, by
going to the Holy Sepulehre as the ally of the Mus-
sulman princes, and no Jonger as the conqueror of the
Holy Land.
with the magnificent position of a Clristian Emperor,
the first amongst the mighty and the powerful, and not
the master of a multitude of slaves—the protector of
the Church, and not Lier oppressor, he begins to scatter
amongst men the seeds of thase fatal doctrines which
have since borue but too abuudant fruit. Intoxicated
by the height of his power, like Louis XIV and Na-
polcon in alter {imes, he could not endure tlie inter-
vention of spiritual power ; and he caused his Chan-
cellor, Peter des Vignes, to proclaim that the dispo-
sal of all things both human and divine, belonged of
right to the Emperor. That age, however, was still
too Christian to tolerate such an invasion of the
vital force of Christianity, A-far different spirit was
then required even in the lay power, to govern minds
and convictions ; such was found in St. Louis of
Trance. Heuee, we see this Frederic who, accord-
ing to that hely king, had made war on Gud with
Iiis own gifis, stricken with the anathemas of the
Clurch, progressing every day in cruelty, perfidy,
und duplieity ;§ toading bis people with fines apnd
taxes; giving every reason to doubt lus faith by his

* King.of ‘Sieily in 1198; Emperor in 1215 ; died in 1250.

t Tanocent ITI, Honorius X1, and Gregory 1X, had, all
three, a-share in bringing ki up, the first as Pope, and the
other 1wo as Cardinals. S :

 She refused him in-order to become a Franciscaii nun ; the
Emperor, on hearing ity said.;—If she.had preforred any other
man to me, 1 would have been tevenged; but since. she tias
only prefirred God, I can say nothing. ]

§ For instance, the torture inflicted on the son of the doge
Tiepolo, on the Bishop of Arezzo, and the imprisonment of the
Candinals, who repaired to the Couneil which himself had de-
manded... : . :
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the richts of God and those of humanity were de-'|
fended with pobler courage, or by mcre iilustrious:

by the immense difference hictween e commence- |

over his minority 3 and the last twenty vears of Lis
lile, during which the glory of his carlier ycurs was;
tartislied and their high promise cruelly bliglted.—-

On bis return to Europe, not satisfied:

ment atthe extrenie end of [taly, smothered by his own
son, in the very midst ol lis Saracens, whose ntluel-
ment only served to make him suspected by Chris-
tians.  Under his reign, as under those of his prede-

cessors, Germany  (which, indeed, saw but liftle of

him,) was in a flourishing condition 5 vhe saw the power
of the Wittelshachs grow in Bavariay she admired

the splendor of the Austrian princes,— Frederic the

Victorions, and Leopold the Glorinus, wha was «aid
to be brave as a lion, and modest s o young 1ir-

~gin ; she extolled the virtues of the houso of Thurin-

gia, under the father-in-law and (ke Lusband of St.
Liizabeth 5 shie saw in the Avchbishop Engelvert of
Cologne a warlyr to justice and public salely, whom
the Chureh hastened to carol amongst her Saiuts.—
Ier cities, like those ot the Low Countries, were

developing themselves with a mighty aml a fruittul
individuality 5 Cologre and Tmbeck were at the

height of theirinfluence, and the famaus Hanse league
was beginning to be formed. Iler legislation was
grandly developed under the two dynasties of Saxony

and Suabia, together with a number of other local

cotles, all based on respeet Tor established rights and
ancient liberties, and breathing such a noble mixtare
of the Clristian thought with the elements of old
Germanie right, yet unaltered by the Ghibeline im-
poriation of the Roman vight. In fne, she aiready
reckaoped amongst her kuights a true Christian mon-
archs for, under the shadow of the throne of the
Hobieustaufens, there was <lently springing up, in the
person of Rodolph of Hapsburgh a prinee worthy to
be the founder of an imperial race, since be saved his
countiy from anarchy, and displayed to the world a
fitting representative of Charlemagne, Tt is easy to
guess what his reign must be, when at bis consecra-
tion, finding ne seeptre, he seized the erncific on the
ultar, and exclaimed :— Behold my seeptre ! 1 want
no other.”

If the Empire secmed to have departed from its
‘slEFitceurse;~it-was in some measure veplaced by
France, who took {rom her that character of sanetity
and grandeur which was to shed so much lustre on
the Most Christian menarehy.  Yet she herself con-
tained within her bosom a deep wound which n:ust be
healed at any cost, if she would maistain her unity,
and cury out her high destiny.  We ailude to that
nest of heresivs Loth anti-social and anti-religious
whicit disgraced the south, and lad its scat amongst
those corrupt masses known te history as the Albi-
gences. "U'be world is now well acquainted with the
character and the doctrines of those men, ‘wha were
worthily represented by princes whose debaucheries

) ! ! make us shudder, and who have been so long extolled
those times, without a2a equal on e:n'}h, had he Z:u.t | by lying listorians at the expense of religion and
loved liis oren sl but he had an unfortunate predi- |

tratl. 1t is well known that they were at least as
much persceutors as they were persecuted 5 and that
they weie the aggressors against the comman law of
saciety at that tme. Notounly France, but even
Spain and Ttaly would have been then lost to {aith
and (rue civilization, il the crusade had not been vic-
toriously preached against that iniquitous centre of pa-
gan and oriental doctrines. There is no doubt that,
in putting down that rebellion against Christianity,
means were too often employed which Christian cha-
rity could not approve, and which were censured by
the Holy See even at the height of that fierce con-
test. But it is now acknowledged that those erucl-
ties were, al least, reciprocal ; and no one has yet, as
far as we know, devised the means of making war,
and especially religious war, with miliness and lenity.
[t is true that Simon de Montfort, who was, during
that terrible struggle, the champion of Cathalicity,

> ; A
did somewhat tarnish his glory by a too great ambi-

tion and a severity which we cannot escuse; but

enough remains to warrant Catholics in publishing his
praise, There are few characters in history so great
as his, whether in energy, perseverance, courage, or
contempt of death; and when we think of the fervor
and humilty of lis piety, the inviolable purity of his
morals, with-that inflexible devotion to ecclesiastical
authority, which made him retire alone from the camp
of the Crusaders before Zara, because the Pope had
forbidden him to make war on Christians; we may
then make  allowance for his feelngs towards those
who distinguished the peace of consciences and over-
turned ‘all the barriers of morality. His own charac-
ter and that of bis age are conjointly depicted in the
words which he pranounced when about to undertake
an unequal contest.. *The whole Church prays for-
me—1I cannot fail.”>” And again, when pursued. by

the enemy; and, baving, with his cavalry, crossed.a

river.which the infantry could not pass, he went back:
again- with five men only, erying out: «The little
ones of Clirist are expased to death, and shall T re-
main ‘in*safety ? Let God’s will' be done—I wmusi
certainly stay with them.”

The decisive battle of Muret (1212,) which se-
cured the triumph of faith, likewise shews the nature

KO, 42,

excessive debauchery, and, fnally, dying in retive- [ on the one side. de Montfort, at the Lead of a hand-

; ful of men, seeking in prayer and the szeraments the
rright of demanding a vietary, which could enly come
{ by miracle; on the other, Pater of Avragon, conting
Sthere, enfeebled by debauchery, to fight and be shin.
iin the midst of kis nwaerous army.
[ Whilst this strupgle was drawingr Lo a close, and
prepeving for the divect rewsion of the conguerced
; provinees with the crown of Tranee, a king worthy
jof his swname—Philip Augustus—was investing
that crown with the first rays ol that glory and that
;moral inflnence © based on ieligion,” which it was so
{lony to maintain.  While still young, e was asked
ewbz\l~ it was thal occupied his mind during his long
pand frequent rezerées? 1 am thinking,” Le veplied,
(4 of the means of restoring to France the poner and
the glory which she lad under Charlemagne,”  And
during his long and glorious reign e pever ceased to
show himself faithful to that great thought. "The
rewnion of Normandy and the provinces, wrested
away by the waprineipled Joln Liack-kaund, lid the
fizst foundation of the power of the IFrench monarchs.
After having done Lis best for e cause of Christ in
the Crusades, be showed himself, during his wholv iile,
the friend and faithful supporter of the Chavely 5 and he
proved it by il most painful saerfice, in overcoming
his rooted aversion for the wife whom Llome imposcd
upen him.  Reconciled with his people through his
reconciliation with her, he soon after veceived his re-
ward [rom Heaven, in the great victoryof Louvines.
(1215 3) a vietory as much veligious as national, ob-
tzined over the cuemies of the Chureh as over those
of T'rance. I'his is sufliciently proved by all that
historians bave fransmitted to us, regarding the im-
pious projects of the confederales, who were all ex-
connpunicated—by the fervent prayers of the Priests
turing the battle, and by the noble words of Thilip
to his soldiers— The Church prays for us: 1 am
going te light for her, for France, and for you.”
Around him feught all the heroes of French chivalry
—Matthieu de Montmorency, Enguerrand de Coucy,
Guillaume des Barres, and Guérin de Senlis, at the
same time Ponfiff) minister and warrior,  The cremy
being defeated, they joined their king in founding, in
honor of the Blessed Virgin, the abbuy ef Notre
Dame de la Victoire, intended to consecrate, by the
name ot the Virgin, the meinory of a triumph which
bad saved the independence of Prance.

The greatness of the French Monarchy, and its
sway aver the sonthern provinces which it was finally
to abzorb, continued 1o inerease under the shorr, but
prospersus reign of Louis V111, aud under the byil-
liant regeney of Blanche of Castile—that most ten-
der mother und wise sovereign, who said she would
ratlier see all her children dead than to know them
puilty of one mortal sin—and who was not less soli-
citous for their temporal than their spiritual welfare ;
Blanche, ihe worthy objeet of the romantic love of
Thibaut de Champagne, the poet-king, and who had
such a tender devotion for our St. Elizabeth. This
regency worthily announces the reign ol 8t. Louis,
that model of lsings, to whom the historian’s mind
reverts as, perhaps, the most accomplished persenage
of modera times, whilst the Clivistian venerates b
as having possessed every virlue that can werit lea-
ver.  While reading the listory of that life, at once
so touching and so sublime, we ask, if ever the king
of Heaven had on carth a more faithful servant than
that angel, crowned for a time with a mor(al erown, .
in order to show the world how man can transfigure
himself by charity and faith. . What Christian' beart.
is there that does not throb with admiration; while:
considering the.character of St. Louis ?—that sense-
of duty so strong and so pure, that lofty and most
serupulous love of justice; that exquisite delicacy of .
conscience, which induced him to repuwdliale the un-
law{ul acquisitions of his predecessors, even at the.
expense of the public safety, and the affection of his
subjects—that unbounded love of his neighbor which-
filled his whole heart—which, after pouring itscll out
on his beloved wife, his mother and his brothers,.
whose death he so bitterly mourned—extended itsclf
to all classes of hissubjects, inspired him with a ten--
der solicitude for the-souls of others, and conducted:
him in his leisure moments to the cottage. of the poor, .
whom Dhe himsell relieved! Yet, with all these
saintly virtues, he was brave even to.rashness; he
was at once the best knight and"the best clristian in.
France, as he showed at Taillebourg and at- Mas-
soure,. It was because death had wo terrors for Lim-
whose life was devoted to the service of God and his.
justice ; who spared not even his own: brother when.
he violated its holy rules ; who was not ashamed, be--
fore his departure for the Holy Lard, to send wendi--
cant monks throughout his kingdom, in.order to in--
quire of the meanest of lis subjects if .any wrong:
had been done them in the king’s name, and if so, to-
repair it immediately at his expence. Hence, as-
though he were the impersonation of supreme just--

of that struggle, by.the contrast of the two leaders; | ice, he is chosen as the arbitrator io. all .the greais



