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HIGHCHURCH: WHAT I8 IT ?

By Rev. Vernon W. Hutton, in the Church
Eclectic, for October.

Wo look upon the Church as resting upon
Christ, not upon the Queen and Parliument;
but the real reason why wo feel compelled to
hold aloof from the Dissenters is because we
believe that their societies are human societi es
set up by men within the last thrco contaries,
geparated from The Charch, and that therefore
they have in a great moeasure cnt thomsclves
off from the grace of Christ, because by leaving
thoe Church they have lost the power of ordi
nation, and therefore lost the full force of the
Sacraments.

This is, I hope, a lolerably clear statement of
what all its controversy is about. 1i is, as you
see, a deep theological question, not one which
is to be disposed of by # one sided lecture, or by
& mere objection to & few petty details, or a
gneering paragraph in a newspapor. The ques-
tion is really thie: For what purpose did Christ
found that society of believers, which He called
sometimea the Church, sometimes the Kingdom
of Heaven f And never lot it ba supposed that
in thus giving bigh pcwers to tho Church, we
are depreciating Christ; bow can wo be de-
preciating 1he head, exalting the body ? Christ
is no more deprecisted by exalting the Church
than by exulting the value of preaching or
Bible rending. He must work by some means
or other, and wo gre in reality exalting Him
when we exalt His appointed means. Christ is
all in ull; the Churoh without Chridt is a body
without & bead—dead, worthless; but with
Christ it is a living, working budy, living ot
in his own power, but in His. Christ is In
everything: in the Charch, in the Sucramonts,
in the Ministry., It is Carist that baptizes,
Christ that consecrates the Holy Commaunion,
Christ that absolves. We are but the insuru
ments in His bunds; the poor earthen vessels
to whom, for His purposes, He has committed
the stewardship of His Mystaries.

Ceremonial has very little to do with the
question ; it is at most quite & secondary part
of it, although poplarly it is looked upon as
the chief. Weoun have high Church worship
with foar whitewashed walls for our Church,
and & deal table for our altar; or we can dis-
pense with a building altogether; give us the
unbroken rock for our altar, the birds for our
choristers, the branches of the trees for our
obapoel roof, and then we can plead the Chris.
tian Sucrifice as effoctually us in the most
splondid of churches with the most elaborate
ceremonial,

The resson why thero is all this controversy
about ceromonial, is beocause ceremonial follows
almost vaturally vporn the belief in Charch
deotrine. As u mur believes s0 must he speak
and so aol, If he bulieve he is engaged in the
worship of his Creator, he ounnot but bend the
kneo and bow the head; if he belinve, as I be-
lieve, that Christ is reslly present in the Holy
Communion, he must treat that Sscrument
wilh revereoce, external as woll as internal
Those who profess to objeot 1o ceremonial, yet
uso it in what they consider to be the chicf
part of the Christian worship; when the scr
mon time comes the vestmont is changed, an
introit is sung, and a procession is formed from
the vestry to the pulpit. Why not the same
ceromony ut what we believe,to be the ohicf
Christian sorvice, the Holy Euchari-t?

The real matter o! ditfurence is not the prao-
tice of coremonial, but the deopor question I
have already slluded to. External behuvior
follo«8 opon internal beliet. When [celebrate
the Huly Communion I believe that I am then
joining my own dear Lord in pleading His
Snorifico before His and our Father, and believ-

. |ing this I can no more aot when I am celebrat

ing that service, a8 if I was administering &
mere memorial supper, than a man at a friend’s
funeral ean behave asif he ware at his wedding,
Coremonial is nothing in itself, but only vala-
able as expressing the inward faith ; and there-
fore great caro shoald be taken that the {faith
should come first, and not the coremonisl firat ;
the latter is only & mockery where the faith is
sbsent. The more we appreciate, the more our
belief will show itself in onr agtions. Ceremon-
inl must express the general faith of the wor-
shippers ; it cannot, any more than the pray-
ers, be adapted to the taste of each individaal,
And by the worshippers of course I mean the
vommunicauts, who alone have & right to be
consulted in those matters, Inexternal as well
ag internal doctrine we muat stand upon the
higher level, not sink to lower power.

Perbaps it may be objscted to these doctrines,
that although they may be all very plausible
in theory, yet that they are not the dootrines
of the Church of England, and thut therefore a
person holding them has no right to remain a
member of that Charch, What are and what
are not tho d ctrincs of the Church of England
we must decide, not from what are popularly
considered 8o, but from what that Chnreh her
self lays down in the Prayer Book, Read that
book, read tho Baptismul Services, the Com-
munion QOffice, the Catechism, the Visitation of
the Sick, the formof Ordination of Priests, and
you will see there ennmerated the very same
dootrines I have expressed my belief in. It ia
& popular cry that we who believe and preach
these doctrines are unfaithful to the Charch.
Oaoe siatement is all very well until another is
made. I have no wish to muke charges against
any one. My yrincipal is, let each party work
for God in their own way, as long as that muy
is not inconsistent with the teaching of the
portion of the Church to which they belong;
bt it ix just possible that we are more raithtal
to the Church thap those who have service only
one day in the week when the Church telis
them to have it on every duy; who ignore the
fauts and holy days which the Charch tells them
to keep ; who leave ount portions of theservice,
and alter the Lessons when they do not ap-
prove of them ; who administer the Holy Suac-
ramont to a whole railful at once, when the
Church says they are to do &0 to each person
individaally; who introduce the entirely un-
anthorized innovation of evening communion ;
who say that baptism does not regenerate,
whon the Charch suys that it does; who never
invite, as the Chureh direots them to invite,
thoss of their own people who cannot * qniet
their own conscience” besause it is '* troudled
with some weighty matter,” to “ make & spec-
ial confession of their sins,” in order thut “they
may recoive the berefit of Absolution.”

I have now expressed freely whbat opinions
wae hold on this great Church question, They
are not, I assure you, upicions taken up lightly.
I was a3 prejudiced agaiost them as any one
could be bsture I understood them ; but the
more I studied, and the more I thought, and
the more I pruyed, the more I becsme convin-
ced that they were true. I am not ashamed of
thom; nay, I glory in them. When I return
thanks to God for the muny undeserved mer-
cies which He hus bestowed npon me, Linolade
smongst those mercier that He has tanght mo
ihis faith,

There ure maoy who have grown up in
quite difforent opinions to theze. If they a.e
ournest in their fuith, let them continue so, and
lot them not think we preach these doctrines
to consure thom. Wo who are called upon to
teach muet not be content to teach only what
will plesso, but we mast look forward to the
future, and we must teach what we believe is
true and therefore will lust. . And I do not
think that the popular theology will Jast, 1
thiok that it must be heid respomsible (sl
thoogh unconscionsly) for a great deal of
the infidelity of the present day; first,

because its - common objection to these
Church doctrines is not that there is no
authority for them, but that they are soper
patural, which objsction might be applied
equally well to Christisnity altogether; sec-
ondly, becanse it accepts the Bible as the in-
+pired Word of God, without giving any rea.
son for sn doing, except that to them it appears
to be 80, which leads to the obviona conclusion
that those to whom the Biple appears to be not
God's Word, are at liberty to refect it; and
thirdly, bocause by allowing each person to
frame & religion for himself by his own inter-
pretation of the Bible, it makes Grad the author
of oconfusion, not of peace. The history of
popular Protestantism proves that before long
it developes into iufidelity, &nd that this de-
velopment would be much more speedy were
it not for the iofluence, felt but not acknow-
ledged, of the Church with her unchaoging
creeds,

NEWS FROW THE HOME FIELD.

Amuazsst—Rw. D. G, Moore, Raral Dean,
Rwmtor of Stellarton, epent last Sanday here
and aseisted at the services in Christ Charch,
deliverirg two able sermons.

The litstle baud of energeiic churchmmen in
Fort Lurence beld s suppor last weok in a'd of
the building fund for Sc. Albun’s Church, which
proved gnite a success notwithstandicg the bad
roads, and wet woather,

AvoN.—The 520d meeting of the Avon Rural
Dernery was hold on Tuesduy snd Wuednesday,
Ooct. 1st and 2nd. Owing to the isoluted posi-
tion of this purish the previous Doanery meet-
lings held in it have not beer atall sutisfuctory
there being but a swall numbar of the clerzy
able to sttend, Bat on thir oceasion the beurts
and haods of the Roctor and purishioners of
Rawdon were gluddened and strengthened by a
goodiy representation of tho clergy; only one
parish of the Desnery’ not being represented.
The evccessful mesting at this time wa3s parti.
ully due to the popnlar young Rector of New-
port, Rev. K. C. Hind, who kindly met us at
that station snd conveved the whole purty, five
in all, to Riwdnn and back, entertaining us on
the way at ithe R ctory, where we sst dowa to
a bountifal rpreud, und on the road by many &
joke and song. Arrived in the parish we drove
o the Riotory, where we were welcomed and
enlertained by the Ructor and his family. The
firgt service of the sessiocn was held at the par-
ish church, St. Punl's, on the evening of our
arrival, Tae:day, st 7 o'clock. The clergy
prosent were: tho Rsvs, W. j. Ancient, R.D.,
R-ctor of Rawdon ; Cupon Brock, D D., Ractor
of Horton; ¥, J. H. Axford, Rector of Corn-
wallis ; Dr, Mockridge, Rautor of Windsor ; K,
C. Hind, M A., Rector ot Newport, and J. M.
C. Wade, B. A, Vicar of Aylestord. Evensong
was said by Mr. Hind; first Liwseon by Canon
Brock, and 2nd by Mr. Axford, Tne appuinted
preacher being Dr. Mockridge; he guve an
earnest, simple and forcible discourse from S,
Mats, xiv, 28,

The Chapter assembled aguin the following
morning at 11 o’clock for ths regnlur Deanery
service. Matling were suid by Mr, Wade; first
Lesson by Dr, Mockridgo; second by Mr, Hind,
Tho Holy Comman‘on was celebrated by the
Desn, assisted by Canon Brock, who was also
ibe preacher, taking for his text St, Joun iii,
v. b: with reference particularly to the begin-
nipg of spiritaal lite, The subject wus treated
by Dr. Brock in his usnal scholarly manuer,
and the sermon was filled with matter that will
give fuod for theught to those who listened for
some timo, Besides the clergy present twenty-
nive of the laity drew nearto receive tho Li.rd's
Body and Bluod,

The clergy dined at tho Ractory, and at two
o'clock nssembled for business, The Dean said
the special offise. The reading of the miputes
of previous meeting, and of the offine of ** The



