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Howis now joined the group with several otheand as they proceeded Stratiss gave Howis é
angry account of hat had passed betveen hims
and Egan. Howis tried to soothe him, at the saitime reprimanding Egan for impudence to a man
Captain Stratiss's standing.

"Standing, indeed," muttered Egan, who h
grown very humble since Howis made bis appeaance, "if I had the old blackguard by himself
minute I'd make bis standing considerable less,
thus betraying an insubordination fatal to ai
cause.

The party now entered a dwelling of some soriand Frank's blindfold was removed. The fir
- glance through the single pane of glass that serveas a window showed Frank where he was. The,

bad brought him to old Todd's shanty, about fou
miles froin the place where he was captured and o
the opposite side of the lake. The spot was th
east frequented of any for miles around ; a roarai along the shore of theolake, but it was seldontravelled, and no one thought of calling, at tbi

Santy of little Todd, whose reputation was as foibidding as bimrself.
As Frank gazed at the man, though he was b

to means nervous, he felt an uneasy thrill pas
through bis frame. He was one of the stranges
and most weird-looking creatures the imagination
could picture. His height might have been foufeet, but a stoop in bis shoulders made him look a
foot shorter. But bis face was the most peculiarpart of bis person, it was disproportionately smallWithered and wrinkled to the last degree, and the
'lose was smaller still in proportion to the otheîfeatures. Vhat little of bis hair remained waswhite and tangled, and bis features, when not dis-torted by anger, wore a constant grimace, a sort of
'Cripudent and defiant aspect most disagreeable toivitfless.

Hovis noticed the look of surprise 'vitb wbich
Frank Arnley viewed the object before him, who
Stood quite unmoved and returned the gaze with
interest-

"I beg pardon, Arnley," said Howis, "let me
ntroduce you to our friend, who is apparently astranger to you. This is Mr. Arnley, your prisoner,
Todd. Mr. Arnley this is Shotto Todd, or 'Shotty,'
as bis friends call him, the owner and occupier of
this dwelling and an acre of the surrounding land.
it is our intention to leave you with him for a fewdays, and I hope you will enjoy bis company. I
beg you will give him no unnecessary trouble, how-
ever, for he's somewhat touchy, and not over
Particular what he does when put out."

1I would rather fight you and a whole regiment
Of your teachers than stay a nght under the roof
tf that old sheep thief," said Frank defiantly, for
though he was personally unacquainted with T'odd,
he knev the man's notorious character before the
IMw very well.

IlWho are you callin'sheep thief?" squealed theOld man. "I give you to know that was a lie ofnId Leslie's, and he'll wish he never said it afore
long. And I tell you I aint to be insulted in my0Wn bouse, young man."

"Oh, stuff and nonsense !" cried Howis, "you
eedn't be so fierce, Shotty, let's have some lunch."
Stili muttering, Todd went off to prepare a

tble.
c1t have some private information fr yL, sir,"

teontinued Howis, turning to Frank, "in return for
bghe trouble you and your friend Hewit gave us last
fih .We have you safely housed here, and
efore night we'll have your friend arrested for

eV* rmurder. We have secured circumstantialeidence enough to lead to bis imprisonrment, and
'>foire a week bas elapsed there will be work out of
safic yotu will both be well kept. You will be
sidfera sth old Sotty here tIhan youî would be out-5iea uch a juncture
'Btefre Frank could reply old Todd reappeared
Wit the news that breakfast was ready, and Frank

a invited to partake of it. He cast a rueful

glance around the company as he sat down to table,
and.wou]d gladly have declined, but a sharp
appetite admonished him that it would not do to
stand on trifles. There was a fine saddle of mutton

by on the table, evidently prepared in anticipation of
company, but Frank was not in the least surprised,rs, he had heard old Shotty's mutton spoken of before.an But for the life of him he could flot withstand the

e]f temptation to remark upon it, and turning tone Captain Stratiss, whom he liked best of the com-
of pany, le enquired

ad How does your friend Shotty find pasture for
ad his flocks?"
ar- l Oh," replied Stratiss, not heeding the wrathful
" glance that darted from old Shottys eyes, 4 Shotty

is a pretty knowing fellow, I believe; he lets his
ny sheep out to his neighbours to double, and never

gets his own complement back again. There are
s oany rogues around it makes it hard for poorst Shotty. Leslie's flock has not increased much

' since he had you up for taking one of his ewes for
Y a boat row, eh, Snotty."
r a h guess not," remarked Howis with a horse
n laugh.
e With a curse iodd replied: "lhere's some'at
d the old cove thinks a sight more on than his
nr sheep'll take a boat ride one o' these days."
te I "Wbat's that ?" enquired 1Frank quietly.
r- With a wrathful glance at Todd, Egan replied:

He meansthe'll have one of the doctor's cows
,y somne pleasant evening."
S On leaving the table the party broke up, but
t Frank's hands were again bound, and Todd was
r given particular instructions to guard him securely.
r
a CHAPTER XIV.
r EGAN'S DESIGNS.

it was with some uneasiness t;at Frank found
Egan had been left to share Todd's responsibilit 1

r as a guard upon himself, for that was the only
explanation he could arrive at of Egan's return to
the shanty after parting with his associates. Egan's

f presence rendered any plan of escape less feasible.
or at any rate dtferred its execution longer than ,
had oldTodd been his only keeper, and he ast
anxious to get back to his friends if only for Harrv
Hewit's sake.ar

That Howis had spoken truly when he told him 2
of the intended arrest of Harry, Frank did nota
doubt, and that his imprisonment would last no a
longer than Frank's own incarceration, which he a
was determined should be short, he was aware; s
but then Shotty might knock him on the head, as w
Howis had hinted, if he found him attempting to 
escape, and though he discarded that thought as e
unmanly, he none the less realized that his absence ti
would occasion his friends a great amount of f<
anxiety and trouble, and place Harry in an w
awkward, if not threatening, predicament nm

Moreover, "the work" out of which he and
Harry were kept by these vile conspiracies, Frank mn
rightly interpreted to mean the outbreak of the h(
rebels against the Government, and this redoubled th
his anxiety to be free. This he thought he might ag
easily have accomplished had he had none but to
Todd to deal wiih. But a coarse, rough, bold and
powerful fellow like Egan was a different matter. sqls thoughts thus busily engaged, lie succumbed h
at length to the quiet of the place and the fatigue
and excitement he had undergone during the past ba
forty-eight hours, and was soon in the arms of wi
Morpheus. But he was not suffered long to remain
nodding; with a rough shake Egan aroused him,
and pointing to an opening behind the rude he
chimney, bade him enter. The opening or door be
was but about four feet high and was closed with a an
single log; it admitted to a room about four feet wil
wide, which extended the full length of the shanty by cat
a partition of logs, and was apparently intended for to
purposes of concealment. It was without light go(
except where a hole in the chimney admitted a few &
rays. A comfortable couch of sheepskins had oat
been prepared for him and Frank was soon fast I c
asleep.

Late in the afternoon he awoke, and after plo
reahizmng whbere -he wvas, he searched for a crack hel
through which he might reconnoitre the outside of bet
bis prison, and finding one perceived that he was wa
in full view of the little lake that has been so often

inentioned before, and across it, thougli no[ il)
direct lne, he saw Dr. Leslie's bouse.

How many thoughts be view awakened, and how
ea nesly bu longed to be able to assure the fair

Alce ofe Harry Hewit's innocence by news of his
own safety ; Could lie have witnessed the grief ofMiss Leslie at that moment it would have redoubled
bis anxiety to be free.Tired at length of following a prospect wbicbawoke bitter thoughts, he returned o bis bed andremained there until nearly dark, when old Todd
brought him some dinner, consisting of the sameexcellent mutton lie had before tasted, somecabbage, potatoes and fine beans.

" Heigho " exclaimed Frank, 'you have a pro-fessed cook somewhere at hand by the look ofthis."
I done it myself," returned the old man."

thought if I done it nice the young gentleman 'ud
gi' me something for my trouble."

Ioose my hands so that I can get my purse,'said Frank, as a thought of escape flashed througbhis mind, "and I will pay you well."
" Wil you? Will you?" said the old man

rapidly; then checking himself he continued, "Ican
get the purse for you, and you can eat wi nulwithout inaking the cord longer." g

t ay would advise you," said Frank sternly, " not
to lay a finger on me, for, bound as I am,' I coul(lsoon send you whither you would never return, oldman. Set me free, however, and I will give you ahandsome reward and say nothing of the past."

"I can't do it," said the old man, andpaewent
out of the cell muttering maledictions on the headof his prisoner and mankind in general.

Late that night Frank heard Egan cone in. Hehad been drinking and talked in a loud and
boisterous manner. He was heaping curses on thebead of Dr. Leslie and Harry Hewit, and Franklearned wvith joy of the termination of the examin-
ation.

Froni conversation between the two, after a mealhad been partaken of, Frank heard, with whatfeelings may be imagined, of a plot on Egan's part
to abduct Alice Leslie.The fellow had been in the employ of Dr. Leslie,

lhus having frequent opportunities of seeing the fairAlice, and he became as deeply enamoured of heras one of his nature was capable. One evening hettempted some advances intended to show hisadmiration, but was received with such indignanturprise and anger, that bold and impudent as hewas, he cowered beneath Miss Leslie's glance ofwithering scorn, and slunk away mortified and
hraged. The next day he was discharged. He1en entered into a covert partnership with Toddor more purposes than one. Brooding over his
'rongs, as he was pleased to call them, he had
editated a deep and startling revenge.
" fes," e exclaimed as he unfolded his plans

dore fully to Todd, Iles !l'Il have her in spite of
ir dainty airs ; in spite of her proud father and of

fis preclous Hewit." And a series of bitter curses
eain hlI fon Ir. Leslie's head for enabling Harry

retainbis freedom.
ul You must mind my part of the business,"
oueaked Todd "you get the girl, but I rob the
-'se and no division afterwards."

Yes, and be careful you keep your part of the
Lrgain and prevent the father from interfering
b me."
I l'Il see to that, I warrant you," returned Todd,
[ don't owe the old an much good will, and if
at.mpts to cross you or me his days are num-

red. Von won't attempt it till the risin' is up,
ld haveif thie old fellow's popped over no one
il have time to ook after it, and you and the girl
n take possession and live like kings ; no matter
you, then, wvhich xay this Mackenzie business

th don't care, any way," said Egan, with an
b, a provided 1make this business work, it's ail
care for"
Frak lisee îhegrest b ufal
t,raand biheart sickened tessthink the rufianly

w)Ce shi keHe lear ned from fu rther conversation
weeo bis kaers wthat te insurrectionary attemptto e mde itbn a week at most.

( To be continued.)


