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much to'the chagin of their parents, who'at
once conclude on seudmrr no more of their
sens to get a libera “edueation—Their
neighbours influenced lxy their opinions, fol-
Jow their examplé. They never once attri-
bute the effect to its proper cause, namely,
that they gave their sons that kind of edu-
cation which excited a taste for, and quali-
fied them for practising other pursuits
than that of Agriculture. - Would it be rea-
sonable for a parest who had bound his son
to serve an apprenticeship to a shoemaker to
expect that; that at the end of his term, he
would turn bis attention o blacksmithing,
and at ‘once” be proficient inil? So with
any other trade.,  And as it is impossible (o
gain proficiency in any undertaking; without
the pheparatory ‘processes necessary to
give that proficiency, so it is in velerence to
agriculture. Another cause of many of our
youth “engaging in other professions. is the
low estimate which is formed of the dignity
of fabour.  ‘Chis is producing a most vicious
state of feeling.” A sort of silky sentiment-
ality, vanity, conceit, and folly, drive num-
bers of young wen lo other oceupations.
They seem to think that no one las awy
claim 0 respectability, or can hope 10 vise in
the world; unless he be a physician, mer-
chant, lawyer; &e. They drase vivid pictaves
of the suceess which shall attend their path
theough life, and of the case and comfort
which they shull enjoy when emancipated
from what they consider the toi} and drudyge-
vy ofa farmer’s hh.. T'hey crowd into our
towiis ahd cities, where many of them ex-
change purity of life and manners and a noble
prolcssmn for vice, dissipation, and disap-
pointinent, and, too often, a miserable end.
This state of fccling prevails to an alarmiog
extent, and must be promptly and vigorous-
ly met, or the sun of our prospeiity will be
obscured. Where, then, is the remedy ?
The work must begin with yourselves, You
have, by your apathy, sanc tioned the degra-
dation of your profession, You have per-
witted other men to form a low estimate of
it, and to usurp that position which in com-
won with them you should oceupy. - What
secular pursuit is spperior fo-yours, either in
point of honany pr usefulness ; yet, by many,
it is not so deemed. I have heard wen,
from whose education” better things might
have been expeeted, talk comvmpluousl) of
‘the men who wear home-spun, . Muke the
frieze coats respected. Dan’t think and
shy that labour and edueation are incompat-
ible. Tenach your young men that they
“ought to be associated. Give your sons not
merel) good common school fustruction but
‘2 liberal and thorox ahly scientific Agricul-
tural education. ~And, when lhe) shall
“have finished  this cur rlculum, instead of
Iookmg for them in the crowded city, en-
gaged in other avocations, you will find them
" beside )ou, attached to your own honoura-
“ble calling, aiding you with enlightened
counsel, and n.omfnrtmrr you in the evening
of life.- "o men in 3 '\n) other walk of lnfc,
treat their professions disrespectfully 7 Are
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they not all enzer to Ining the light of seience
1o bear on' them. Is it less necessary for
yours. Nothing is hazarded by asserting
that its aid is becoming absolutely indispen-
sible,” 1t is'true that we have got on fo

soie extent without mueh scienfilic know-.

ledge, but the time is at hand when o difer-
ent course: must be pursued.  The old sys-
tem does well enough while the large
deposits of organic’matter last.  With a
virgin soil and’ abundance of vegetable
nnumc, there is little difieully in -:dsing
abundant crops.  This stock s nearly ex-
hausted, and other wodes of cultivation are
needed, Professor Jolmston who visited
Canada some years ago adverts o this sub-

Jeet ina-way which ought to rouse us to
action,  Although the picture be has drawn

way be loo lnnhly colored; yet there 1s
5o much trulh in ihe reference T am induced
10 quote it :— As to the condition of agri-
culture, as an art of life, it cannot be denied
that in this region, as a whole, il is in primi-
tive condition.  In relation to Bnglish mar-
kets, therefore, amd the yrospects and profits
of the British farmer, my persvasion 15, that
year by year, our transatlantic consing will
become less and less able; except in extra-
ordinary se
wheat to our islaml ports.  And when the
virgin freshness shall have been rubbed off
their new lands, they will be wnable, with
thetr present. knowledge and wmethods, to
seud wheat 1o the British market so cheap
as the more skillul fwmers of Gréat Britain
and Treland ean do. It any one less familiar
with: practical agricnlture, doubt. that such
must be the final effeet of the exhausting

system, now followed on afl the fands of

North America, | need ovly inform him that
the celebrated Lothian farmers, in the im-
mediate neighbonrhood of Ldinburgh, who
carvy all the crops on their .'md, as the
North American farmers now do, return, on
an average; ten fons of well rofted manure
cvery year to each aeve, while the Amencan
farmer returns nothing.

Such is the estimate of our position und
prospects, formed by one who is well quali-
fied to judge, and our own experience wil
soon altest ils truth, - Fhe question now is,
shall - Canada maintain and advance her
status, or shall she retrograde ? There is vot
a man here who does not respond « we shull
not be secoml in degree to any farmers in the
world, and our cmum) shall be as prosperous
as theirs ?

T would not be understood as wishing to
undervalue in the least degree the labors of
the early settler,  His tools aud privations
are written, indelibly, on the page of lns
country’s history. I have not lived 2
years in Canada without knowing somuluurr
of them, or being mable to '\m\l‘l.(.'ldll‘ then.
When 1 look around me and see so many
venerable men, whose grey hairs gather to
the olden time, the imagination can’ portray
very different scenes fram those which now
meet our view: There are those here who
can look back to the time when the only

asons, to send farge supplics, of
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Lnifding on the plave: where Cobourg now
kl.m(ls. was the old bakebouse, wihere sup-
plies of bread were obtained by the few sea
faring men who erept afong the coust, with
their seanty  carazces of mcuhdnd;sc or
mititary stoves. 1o those days there were
none of the lloating palaces which now
winister to the case and comfort of travel-
lers. Lwn if discovery and progression have
been rapid, it is hecause the first steps were
taken so seewely by the # Ploneers.” The
sofitary axe in the wilderness secmed Dyt o
lopeless instrumentality, but it was a sure
preewsor of owr present prosperity: The
Jaded ox-team of the early settler, winding
its way through the almost trac Kloss for s,
like o forlorn hope, was an carnest thiat
to-tay the Tvon-Lovse should with gigantic
strength, and with almost the- speed of
huh(cnmrr dash along to the remotest part
of the province.

To veturn to the subject of agricultural
education. Tt has been alrendy Binted that
for the learned profussions, thorougl training
is imperative,  Fhis is ulso the case with
every trade, A man is not dermed compe-
tent to make o cost ov o shoe, who las not
served an apprenticeship of wwrxl years,
Yet uon are expected 1o manage farms who
are mere 1yros in expericnee, and in sreat
measure ignorant. of the seience of sgrienl-
ture. 10 the nest geneation of firmers
could be well edueated in their profession. it
is almost impossible fo estimate the vast
change which would take place inthe workl’s
progress.  What is arged is, Jdueati v, in
the trie and proper sense ol the feim,
namely, the thorough traiuing of the mind
with o special re fercuee to the practice of
Agrieultwee, It inclades the theory and
practice of the profession, neither separately,
but both combmed.  Theory slone cannot
make & man a good farmer.  Tn order cither
to do work well, or to be fitted to dircet
others in - the performance of i, a farmer
ought with lis own hands to have gone
through the process. A young wan, when
commencing bis conrse, should \)(‘"III at the
ruditncuts, and progress step by s(vp to its
completion ; doing with his own hands, daily,
the Jabour in cach department. But to-
gether with the correct practice of f.\nnmg.
lie must call n the wid of .scmncu in order
to make him a good farmer.  Seience must
assist him by h-llmu what sustenance each
kind of erop requives, whether it be arganie
or inorganic, and from a eaveful .|||.\I\~1~ ol
the soil, whether such substances be among
its (,mnpouult parts, and in the necessary
proportions.  No amonni of merely pravtici 2l
skill ean in all eases indieate this; science
alone can determine it. How omn is the
merely practical man bitterly disappointed
when, after preparing a ficld in his usoal way,
he finds that the evop falls far short of his
expectations.  Such failures cannot be ac-
comted for by any incidental and obvious
causesy there is the want of something

“to complete the amount and kiml of food

necessary for the crop, but he can’t tell what




