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sinee’ your assuming  power you had already
asked the Crown for a” dissolution and ‘ohtained
it. Two disselations  for  the same Cabinet !
The extraordingry exereise of the st valued
of the Roysl prerogatives granted twice to the
samie Administration within an interval of a fow
months : sueh was the fiest ides which presented
itaelf to the mind of the Licutenant.Governor !
truanediately after vour entry mto office, vou
asked the Crowy to disselve Patlinment, anid
vou had a general election. You issuedd from
the electoral struypele with o wsjority, accord-
ing to you, with « unnority aeeording ta your
opponents.  But in powt of fact yvou were eu-
abled to povern at first with the vote of the
Speaker only, and subsequently with a majority
vavying from four to two votes; and, in fine,
you have ninmounced te-day to the representa.
tative of the Crown that you tind yourself in
the House, resulting from the elections asked
for by yoursell, in a minority of six votes, and
you claim a new dissolution.

Is itin the public interest that the Provinee
should ‘be subjected w0 frequently to general
elections T Is it in acvord with the spirit of the
constitution that Parliament shionld be dissolvad
so often? s the reuewal at suel brief intervals
of the popular representation of a nature {o en-
sure ihe stability and the good working of our
politieal Justitutions ? To wll these questions
the Licutenant Governor decs it his duty to
avswer-~No. The wise authority awanded to
us by the coustitution which we enjoy has de-
cided that general eiections for this Provinee
shonld take plave every four years, and this
period is not vo long 1hat it should be stild fur.
ther shortrned without rensons of extraordinnry
gravity.  The Prine Minister understands the
deep o prolonged  agitation with which a
getieral eleetion plunges society at Iarge, as well
as the divisinns  and  demoralization  which
follow it.  Apart from these political and social
considerations there are the fivancial consider-
ativng, A gental clection and  the session
which a disselution at this moment would ren.
der inevitible wonld cost the cotntry a hundred
theusand daliars, aud in the finuncial situation
in which we are plaved, this 5 an expenditure
which deserves to bie earnestly consi creed,

However, i there were reasous sutbicieutly
grave and serions to transeend ull other conside
erationx, e Licot-Governor wdmits that a dise
solutiog jeight B ool recourse to. Bat do

simlar reasois exist in the preseist case T A dis.

solution ean have but one oigect, and that is ta
maintain iy power certsdn men or certain par-
ties.  There would not be iy this o anjfieient
campensation or e sweritiees which the countey
would b called upon to make. The Licutenant.
Governor is quite preparat to admit that the
views of his Miwisters are of the highest charac.
ter and that the struggles o which they have
led Binve been inspired by the best of motivis
but when it becomes neeossasy to divide duties
and responsibilities, eack o ust ok upon
the matter from hia staad- pointand perforn te
task whieh hiy position allats him. Uunder the
present cirenmstanees, oe of the reasons which

migiu be §‘x(>!lghf for wasr:) in Suprpert of Jansap- ¢

pead to e peupie wonld be thn seesssity of
storing harmony between the teo branehed o
the Leghslature, Bt thie harsony s ver

nearly restored, and i there exists any otier
methed than disselution to complete the recon-
vilistion of the Connedl with the Assembly, the
Lisstenant-Govarpor considers thut it i< hisduty
to make use of it The question for the Lieut.-
Governor to decide is not. whether the Govern-
ment 18 o become the vietim of what his ald-
visers call anirrésponsibie body, 8o long as Lis
Ministers possesstd the ennfidenee of the popu-
tar branch of the Legistutate be considered them
ax the tepresentatives of the will of the peaple
aud maintained them in their position contrury
to the wish expressed by the Legislative Counedl,
But now the majority. which the. Government
had in the Legishitive Assembly hus become a
inonty.
agree upon one of the niest important poitts.—
viz., & change of Government,; and it cannot be
alleged that racotirse unst be had to extraor-
dine ¢ means to terminate a contlict whieh is in
o fa.c way to be terminated by orlinary means,
The neesssity of restoring harmeny in Parlia.
ment could not, theretore, justity a dissolution
after the recent vote of the Legislative Assembly,
a vate which you constiler as one of want of con-
fidence.
vate expresses the epiidon of the peaple of this
Province. 1t ix, hovever, the vote of the House
of your chwiee, of the House elected under vour
auspices, under exceptivnally favourabie vireums-
stances after a dissolution asked for by vou.

“And you would solicit the people to renew an
Assemnbly which you vourselt cansed to be elect. |

ed eighteen mouths ags. The Lisutenant-Gov.
eruor, taking into account thest partienlar cir-
eumstances, caunot unsderstand upon what hasis
rests the convietion whieh you annnilest with
respect to the resnlt of new genersl elections.
In fiue, you declare ‘that, in your opinion, the
Iate events require that an immediate eppor-
tunity should be afforded to. the people to pro-
nounce upon the constitutional question raised
by the action of {he Council in regard to the
Supplics. " The  Lientenant Governor sees no
nevessity for appealing to the peopls on: this
soint, - The absolute vight of the Council—at
}nnst. such iy the impression of the Livutenant.
‘Governor—iy cantested by no ony, so that there
only remaing to be discussed the question of op-
_portuncness.” Now the. representutives of the
people, elocted  searcely. cighteen months ago,
exgressed their opinion gpan this question he-
fore the adjournment of the House; aud the

The two braaches of the Legislature |

But you say you do wot think this |

fact that since that adjournment they have voted
waiit of confidence in the Administration, does
not reverse their previous verdict on the ques-
tion ut issue, and is not sufficient of “itself to
warrant a dissolution. 1t appenrs to the Lieut..
Governor that there could be no more impolitic
act than to revive by an altogether oxtmon‘inarv
proceediug & diffieulty settled ; and au'appeal to
the prople just now could bear no other mean-
g, )

For all these reasons, deeply penetrated with
the feelings of his responsibility towards the
Crown which he represents and towarda the
people of this Provinee, the Lientenant-Governor
does not decw it bis duty to make the use you
ask bim of the royal prerogative, having for its
ohjert o dissalution of the Parliument.

Turonoirr RoBITAiLLE.

NACRED CONCERT AT THE WESLEY
CHURCH,

It is remarkable that while diverse forms of
musical literture have been sufficiently culti-
vated by the people of Montreal, sacred concerts,
properly so-called, huve not attained to that
prominence which either their merits or the
popolar taste have entitled them to. 1t is there-
tore pleasunt to note an exceptiou in the case of
the sacred coneert held last Thursday in the
Wesley Church (Congregational) of this rity.
Not only was the programme devised with an
eye to the production of the choicest ecclesias-
tical musie, but the execution was such as to
give that masic its highest and most effectual
interpretation,  The audience was large, the
Leautiful temple being crowded to the door, tes.
tifying to the zeal and eneruy of the ladies and
wentlemen who had charge of the sale of tickets.
The chorus consisted of forty voices, a lurge
total for this city, and comnprised the choirs of
Wesley Church and 8t. Andrew’s Church, with
a few members of other city choirs. The concert
opened with that venerable old chorale, the
P100th Psalm, which was sung in a very impres.

sive mamner. The gem of the evening was the
Peinging of Rossiut's [uflammains, the chorus
part of which was suug with great care and
steadiness—a Jifienit task to acconiplish with-
ont the assistunce of a conductor.  The solo
portion was entrusted fo Mrs. Leach, and as that
ady was in zood voice, it ouly remaius to add
“that her perforniance was thoroughly artistic.
Mixs Mary Malthy sustained her well-carned re-
patation by the hundsome style in which she
rendered * Hanrah's Praver” from the “El 7
of Sir Michael Costa, The other lady soloists
were the Misses Seatt, who madz a deep imypres.
i sten by their excelient phrasing, and Mrs. Me-
¢ Garity, who sang with power and effiet. Of the
I geatlemen soloists, Mo Miiler and Mr. Malthy
are both sa well and favourably Xnown to Mon.
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from a height that renders them vague, . con-
fased, with their ugliness toned down by dis-
tance ; on the other hand, nll that is lovely and
curc, the innocence of maidens, the serenity of
eroes, the proud sadness of the vanquished, are
like the atmospliere his soul breathes serenely
in, a realm of inner life which has the infinite
softness of moon-haunted woodlands or azure iu-
Jand seas.  If human eyes could look into the
mysterious land of thought, there might be seen
passing through the twilight vistasof this poet’s
mind, pairs of white-robed visions hand in hand,
with low-toned speech of regret or hope made
rthythmical by the strokes of some distant bell
borne mellowed across the mists of a valley,

Cuan any one be insensible to the penetrating
hannony of the * Soir d'Octobre,’ deliciously
cadenced a3 the winds of automn—a poem in
which the dreams and loves of the past flit be-
fore uy, vanishing and returning in persistent
thythmical rotation 7 Yet it must be avowed
that s0 profound an effort to render the dreamiest
side of things by wrought-out tendernesses of
harmony and expression, does not eseape an oc-
casional cloudiness of idea and indecision of
phrase, and il these characteristios constitute,
perhiaps, an additional charm in *““Le Soir
d'Octobre,” “ Les Filaos,” ¢ Nuit de Juin "
and ** Les Remous,” there are other poens in
which they are less happily met with, Léon
Dierx has long merited the Teproach of not pre-
senting poetic thoughts or images with suffi-
cient incisiveness.  Warned of this failing by
his friends and by his own artistic consciousness,
the anthor of ** Lévres Clases” deliberately com-
batted his natural teudeney, and to such efforts
we owe a large number of pieces in which his
inspiration, while losing nothing of the drenmy
charm, which is its originulity, gains in preei-
ston of utterance snd robustness of forin.  There
are few poems so perfectiy conceived and exe-
cuted as the follewing :—

LAZARUS.

At Jesus' voice dead Lazarusawoke ;
Livid ha steod & moment io the gluom ;
Then. whp the grave.clothes on him us R clouk,
He stuggered furmard from the vpen towb.,

Silent, alone, he walked into the town,
Crossing’ lie comtnon fulk and common things,
In quest it germed of sone ane be had known,
Silent, ulone, in ceaseless wanderings.

Beneath the deadened palior of his brow

Hie exves nolightuinge gave ; nor. with a glaoce—
As thaugh Eternity that held him vow

Drew the look inwani——changed his counlenunce.

Sieabre ap madness, with uncertain feet

As a weak child’s, he went, or like one dazed
In mo uncertainir.  Along the street

Folk parted as he came ood stood amazed.

For knowing notbing of the comton hum
_0( earthly tones whose rense could no more reach
His srapt swe-stricken soul, he passed them dumb,

treal audienees that we need ouly say they sang
elliviently, both being in gond voire,  Mr. Reid
dul liingself justiee tu Wis solo, us also Mr, Pen-
nington, whe is possessed of o light, but very
Prweet tenor voice, and we muost not forget Mr.

FClaphany, who sings as well as he plays the trum.
pet, aud distingoished himselt in the tenor solo
part of the snthem “The Lord is my Strengih.”
Mr. Matlre, so well known and-always so re-
Hable, performed in an artistic manuer two soii
on the splendid organ of the church—one a
fugne in G minor, and the other a prelude and
fugue in E minor, both compasitions of 1. 8,
Bach. Mr. Papham, the organist of the chureh,
delivered the overture of the Caliph of Bagdad,
which was deservedly encoref, anit the grand
Halielujah Choras, from Handel's Messinh,

As was fitting, the Rev. Mr. Roy returned the
thanks of the Committee to the ladies and
eentiemen whe assisted at the cancert, after
which u very: pleasant hour was spent at the
: retreshment luLlus in the Lecture Hall of the
{ chureh.

FRENCH POETS OF TQO-DAY.

{
k Ameng the younger poets of Franee is a not-
able group sometir 3 called Les Parnassiens.
t This title hias arisen from the incident that they
have been most of them contributars {5 the
weekly publication, ** Le  Parnasse Contempo-
rain.”” lu this organ they set forth the doce-
i trine of theirsehool which was to some extent a
[ protest against the established portical ortho.
rdoxy of their conntry. They proclimed that
' the subject of a poein is not everything; that
Pemotion or utility is no ivrefutalle proof of
i beaaty 3 that to weep or to teweltare not enough
to make a great poet. They sought to banish
{from poetry the sentimentsl common-plaves

i

twhich had monopolized its fairest pages, and to

¢ restore to art its rightful sway.

P They recognized the fact that pity, tenderness,
Dlove must always rewain great-and “sublime
sourees of inspiration ; but must ever be inade-
quate until expressed by means of a perfeet style,
rhivthmand shyme ; inone word, a perfeet form.
First amnng these disciples of the new school
may be ranked k

LEON DIERXN.

He was bornat Mauritine,  He has published
three volmnes of verses 1 “ Potmes et Podsies,””
“ vres Closes™ and **Les Paroles du Vainen,”’
united in one volume under the title ¢ Poésies”
(1864—1872.)  Also a comedy produced with
L grtent sutuess,, ' La Rencentre” - He has just
put forth a new volume of poems, entitled *” Les
Amants.”  Poetry is the uatural function of his
minid, and verse the only possible expression of
big thoughte s e hase vealities around:-him are
as things be sees not, ory it he sees them, it is

i, s
s o

With fearful thines to tell that 10und no speech.

g9y

discourse. . The author and his friend the pro
fessor are enjoying the last walk of their sum-
mer vacation before returning, the former to
the Stock Exchange and his financial speenla-
tions, and the latter, most probably, to his
hooks and college lecture room,

The writer opens the way to the pleasant and
interesting discourses that follow, by the randorn
question, *‘ What is your idea of a Sonnet?’
which catches the profassor somewhat unawares
as he lies prone upan the torf, watching the
curling smoke from his fragrant Havauna. After
some pleasant sprightly banter we have a short
sketeh of the Italian Sonnets and their authors,
and the introduction into England of that form
of verse by Wyatt and Sarrey after which, on
the succeeding afternoons, follows an account of
the progress of the Sonnet down to the present
day. The real value of the work consists in the
number of Sonnets given as examples of the
style ot the Rowan writers from the early period
just mentioned to those who still adorn the 1i-
terary and social world with-their presence. Of
course it hay been quite impossible to do more
than mention the names of many who contri-
buted to this peculiar form of composition, much
less than to give extracts from their works, but
we are of opinion that the usefulness of the book
would have been greatly enhanced had the ci-
tations from the older and more obscure poets
been more extended, while giving fewer ex-
amples from whose works are upon every draw-
ing-room table, aud thus within easy resch of
the general reader.  As is it, however, the book
is a very pleasing combination of conversa-
tional criticism and example that will Joubtiess
stimulate many who have hitherto given but
little attention to this brauch of literature to a
wore livély interest in a form of poetry that
will repay a closer study. ~ Mr. Deshler deserves
the hearty thanks of all unto whaose hands his
pleasant idle hour volume may fall.  The bouk
1s from the presses of Harper Brothers, and is a
beautiful specimen of the work for whick that
first of American houses isjustly celebraed.

JEWISH POPULATION OF THE
WOoRLD.

The 56th annual report for 18738 of the Berlin
Society for the Promotion of Chvistisnity ameng
the Jews has been lately published  There is no
concealment of the fact et the visibler
do not correspond with the wishes ot the soci-ty.
The receipts during the year smuointed 1o 0uiy
16,731 marks (abonut £338), of which 11,951
marks (about £597) were the troceds of
a simultaneous collection on the Tenith Ranlay
after Trinity, in all the Protestant ebuiches of
the kingdom of Prussian. In  the appendix,
some interesting detalls are given respecting the
distribution of the Jews all over the woalid. Tne

Sometimes he shovk with fever stretched aad stirred
An suger havd as to nddress that throng ;

Hut unseen fingers stayed the mystic word
Of some remote to-worrow on his tongue,

‘Then & greit terror cAme on young and ol
In Bethany: the harror of the eyes :

Of him who wamdered through thelr midst made cold
And stilled the stoutest hearts io drear surmise.

Ah. wha shalifell thine infinite unknowa paia,
Referted of the gruve thal keeps its dead,
Clid fur the prave, sent Hivieg buek agdn
To telive iife and thive vwn eteps vetread!

O hexrer with xealed dips of all thelore ’
Man yearns to know but shirinks from overawed,
Could'st theu be hurmnti—feel the care once more
Fretio that benrt where late the death-worm goawed?

Keares had death’s darkness given thee back today,
Tban, paasing spectrn) through the infuriate erawds,
Canght by no griels or joys along the way, =
Thy life in sotue newr gloom itself enshrouds.

Thy recond life leaves nothing but the track

Of those raturning footsteps, und & tale
Appalling on men's lips, Did Death reach back
With stranger grip asecond time, orfail |

How aften, when the shadosws lengthening grow,
A-vast Form in the distanee, swert thon seen,
With lifted arms against day's dyiog glow,
Cutitog some stow desth-sugel J—or betwean

‘The grass-grown hilloeks of the burial ground,
Throading tay way, heavy with speechless pain,

And envy of the dend. whe, dyinge, fondd K
Pence in their graves and catme nol forth again !

This peem. in which novelty of subject is ex-
empt from nll strained singnlarity of treatment,
everv line, clear, sirong and fine in qmgln\',
contributing to the impression of beauty. aimed
at through the whole, is not au exception in the
ranye of Léon Dierx's work 1 similar orignmhxy
of thought is found in ** Le Réve de la Mort J”
similar clearness of expression and imagery in
“ Ly Reudezvous ;" perhaps more. of dreamy
depth in-© Mater Doloresa ;" and everywhere
the same impressive harmony of word and
thythm.

AFTERNOONS WITH THE POETS.

Under the above title a Mr, C. D, Deshler
gives to' the world a volume that might with
more propriety have been ealled ¢ Something
about Sonuets and Sonnet writers,” for the hook
is absolutely confined to that particular style of
composition.  The ~work is “supposed 1o be
written by one who might be styied the listen.
ing participant in n- dialogue, for the writer's
own remarks which nre at first little .more_ than
leading questions and spurs to his companion’s
powers of repartee, cease ailogether on the last
afternoon, and.leave that latter personage in
undisputed  possession. of “the grassy rostrum
[ fromw whichh he delivers « pleasant valedietory

total number of the Hebirew ruce tn-day 12 shont
what it was inthe days of King David—between
six and seven millions. Tliere are in Europe,
according to the latest statistical information,
about five millions ; in Asia, 200,000 ; in Africa,
over $0,000 ; in America, from a’ wllion to a
million and a half.. More thauw hnif of the ‘Ea-
ropean Jews (2,621,0060) reside in Russia 'y 1,375,
000 in Austria fof " whom 575;000 are in'the
Pulish Province of - Galiciay ; 512,000 in Ger.
wany (61,000 in the Polish provinee of Posen) ;
Reumania is ceredited with 274,003, ant Turkey
with 100,000,  There are 70,000 fn Holland,
50,000 in England, 49,008 in France, 35,000 iu
Traly 3 Spain awd Portugal have beiwesn 2,000
and $,000; 1,809 in Swelden, 23 in Norway.
Nathing is satd about Denmark or Switzerland.
Thie umeber of Jewish residents in Berlin is
goven ut 45,000 nearly as many asin the whele
of France, and move than in Ttady, Spain, Porta-
wal, aml the S-andinavian peninsula atrogether.
The mujority of the African Jowslive i+ the Pro-
vinee of Algiers. - But they are to be found in
Abvssitin, sl all along the north coast, and
even in the Saharan oases, frequentiy acting as
internsediaries between the Mihometans and
Chtisttans. . Of the Axiatic Jews, 20,000 are as-
siyni d to India, and 23,000 to Palestine, ~The
pé-iml:uion of Jerusalem is givenat 7.000 Muho-
metans, 5,000 Chyistians, and 13,500 Jews
these last are classified as German, Spauish, or
Arabie Jews.  The report gives uo details con-
cerning America, except thatin New York thers
are 30 synagogues. :

A GENERAL Evin.—lt seems to be the com-
mon idea nowidays; when young wirls have been
¢« finished * at some high-class edueational es-
tablishment, that they are then prepaved to
meet all the ups and downs of their furure life,
Their books are laid aside, their accomplish-
ments neglected, and, sin_king into m_eut:\l
apathy, they either enguge in a round of un-
meaning social obssrvances, or perhaps, deprived
of congenial society aud not knowing how to
rmploy the resources at their comnund, they
become - so utterly discontented that they are
ready toresort to any desperate enterprise with
hopes of relief.  In fact, it isone of the common
evils of to-day to forget that, when schoeol-lite is
aver, * the weal or wov of & generation ta come”
has eommenced.  This respousibility s seen’in
a girl's own hands, and it requires a large
amount of practical knowledge, not picked up
in the s--.hnoi-room, to fultil_the duties of life at
this period. If girls become wives or mothers,
this practical knowledﬁe is necessary ; if ghey
remain single, they will be able, with-its help,
to contribute their mite to the sum of human
knowledge ;- and, finally, if they let whatever
their hands find to be done, discontent or ennui
will never be their mental guests. ' .




