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The virtuo of Jesus' death goes back to
Adam’s time, and through it God could be mevoi-
ful to him and to the race who need His salvation.
Wo may thereforo undorstand how God could spare
Adam’s life so long, and how He will yet make all
alive who died in Adam.

Another matter ana T will closo this long article.

In the Saviour’s teaching He often used tho
words life and death somctimes meaning physical
lifo and other times spiritual life. Careful atten-
tion to the subject in hand, and the parties
addressed, will help us to undorstand His meaning.
To inquirers for salvation as in tho 3rd of John
Ho uses life in a spiritual sense with eternal added
to it. In the Hih of John his onemics accuse Him
of Subbath-breaking because Ho had cured a man
whohad been helplesa thirty-cight years. Hedefend-
¢d Hisaction asnot only good, butalsoaproof that EHe
had the miraculous power of God, and mentions a
still hizher proof at the 25th vetse, that the time
had como when the dead would hear His voice and
live. He reaches the climax at tho 28th and 29th
verses, by declaring that His voice would call all

that are in graves to tho resurrection. I regard
this as adescription of what Jesus had power to do
by speaking. Ho had healed the mau, was calling
back the .[ead such as Lazarus, the widow's son and
the ruler’s daughter, and would call all out of their
graves,

Buv at the 24th verse is anothor case (call it 2nd).
In this Jesus uses life with everlasting attached
maeamng spiritual bfe, 1t was necessary for the
ono who had it to believe in God who sent Jesus.
Not so with either of tho three in the first caso,
They had only to hear tho voice of Christ. In the
sccond case no particular time is mentioned: at all
timos, and in all places, ho that heareth Christ’s
word, and believeth on him who sent Chriat, hath
everlasting life.  But in the first case each has a
particular time. There was a time when Christ
healed tho imfirm man, a time when he raised
dead persons, and there will be a set time for the
resurrection. Fach case has 1ta pecnliarities,

In the 11th of Johu, Jesus talks to Martha
about life and deasth. She was deeply grioved
about Lazarus’ death. Jesus says, ‘‘thy brother
shall rise again.” She replied, ‘I know he will at
the resurrection.” Jesus then told her more than
she ever hnoew abont the resurrection, who was tho
cattse of it, and what would bappen tr belisvers at
it. These ho divides into two classes, one class
would be in their graves, and the other living at
the time. Hear His sublimme words, **Jesns saith
unto her, Iam the resurection and the life. He
that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall
he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thau this!” This then is
the ! ‘essed destiny of all who beliove in Jesns,
whather in their gravea or alive when Jesus comes.
The living ones will not go before the dead. The
dead in Christ shall rise tirst, then the living shall
be changed, and all shall meet the Lord in the air,
and bo forever with the Lord.

Original Gontributions.

WE MUST REaP AS WE SOW.

It is plainly seen in both nature and in grace,
what the harvest will be. It is a miscake to suppose
that we can reap only as we sow. Often we hear
it said that **God will have mercy.” This is truo,
but His mercy is manifested in the rich provisions
of the Guspel. Surely His mercy is unbounded in
the great scheme of redemption. But to suppose
His mercy is extended in the salvatiim of man who
rejects Bis offers of meicy, is an unfortunate mis-
take. Whatever Gud dves for mar, is dono
through the Gospel, as ¢‘ it is the power of God
unto salvation to all who believe it.”” Thero is no
account of reformation or salvation in death or the
resurrection, only what takes place in the body.
Whatever the Gospel has made us here by our
faith and obedence, such will we be in the future.
Our reaping must bo according to our sowing.
But says one, ‘“our cup will bo full in tho next
world,”” That depends upon our faithfulness here.
What do we mean by our cup being filled. If you

mean to say that if a wan haa two talents and he
¢ains with them ouly vne talont his eup of happi-
ness will be full, I will object, Tho Bible teaches
us that if wo improve the talents we have we will
be happy in the future, but it doevs not teach us
that the man who gains only one talent with his
two will have his cup of esfjoyment full,

Right herois whore wemake our desiroaud wish the
rule of Bible interpretation. When we comedown to
the close of life and look over the past, we seo
whore we have been negligent, and inaifferont, and
have not boen as faithful in sowing as we ought,
but we trust in the mercy of God to forgive our
failures and give us n harvest of rich, ripe fruit of
labur, that we have novor done. So my brother, your
future will bo just what you make it. It you ftill
the capacity of your opportunities you will have
the fulness of enjoyment. But you can never reap
what you have never sown. It is so casy for us to
neglect the work of God, and bo satisfied with half
work and haif heart, just enough work to securo an
entrance into tho everlasting kingdom, and then
draw on tho mercy of God to make up the defici-
ency by making every one filled with happiness
who gots but standing room inside the city. We
heard & good brother once say, ‘‘that his great
anxioty was to keep out of hell.” We will never be
troudled with hell in the next world if we keep hell
out of us in this world. Lot us learn this lesson,
that, “now is tho day of salvation,” that whatever
God does in the salvation of man, is dune now.
He has given the Gospel to us that it might work
i1 us now, a nature and character capablo of enjoy-
ing that which e is preparing for us in the future.
“The way to heaven is heavevly.” The more
heaven we got into us now, the greator will bo our
heaven in the future, H. M.

WIUY DO PREACHERS PREACH?

As I sit down toduy to write to the readers of
e CHRISTIAN, there1s a subject uppermost in my
mind—a subject of importance to all who may read
these lines. Why do preachers preach? Why do
people listen? You may think this s very trifling
watter to be concerned about: Gut if you will have
a little patience with mo I will txy tu show you
that it is no trifling matter,

By a carcful study of the word *fpreacher” I
find it to be a translation from a Greek word which
means *‘a herald” ar “proclaimer.”” In early
Greek writers such. as Homer and Hesiod, we find
the word vsed to denoto a perdon of some impor-
tance. He summoned the assembly; kept order in
it; separated the combatants in the areas, and had
special charge of the arraugements at sacrifices and
festivals. By some their oftice was deemed sacred,
and they were thought to be under the special care
of Jupiter. Hesiod, who lived about B. C. 800,
tells us that Mercury was the herald (Kerus) of
tho gods. In later times the horald was used
chiefly as a messenger between uations in time of
war. In Now Testamout Greek, wo find this
word, or one of the family to which it belongs, is
used to denote tho preachers or public teachers of
the gospel. From the foregaing you will get some
ides of what was the orginal work of preachers.
[ do notintend to enter into the analogy; every
fruitful wind will find somo heautiful thoughts by
a close comparison, but eome onv will ask; Are we
not all preachers? to this I answer no, not in the
true sense of the word. We are all workers to-
gether for the advancemont of our Master’s King-
dom and any one who has the ability and talent if
he can gain the contidunco of the people, may
proach; but we aro not all preachers any more than
we are all elders or deacons. It is true that our
actions manifest to the world something of what is
in us. Itis also true that our example may he
more influential than many a sermon; but wo find

this is not included in a swict analysis of what a A

preacher is.  Wo have known men who were
proachers who lacked the conslstent lifo, Of course
I do not want you to think that I am advocating
tho establishmont of sacerdotalism — just the
opposito. Just before I answer the question, let
mo state what I helicve to betwo facts. (1), Chat
thore is more preaching to profesaing Christians than
to non-professors. (2) That the majority of sor-
mons prenched last year by tho majority of preach-
ors have bees. furgotten by the majority of peoplo
ere this, However humiliating it may be I think
we must acknowiedge the truth of these things.
I think you will commence to seo the reason for
tho question, Why do preachers preach? Just
think of u preacher standing up week after weok:
warning the church to make their calling and
olection sure; of the danger of neglectingsalvation,
exhorting them to continue faithful and refrain
from ovil things and do good. And then to think
that some of those very people will continue wesk
aftor week doing things that aro wrong and treating
tho preachor as though he were a liar, and the
Biblo as of no account, and that they could do
about as they liked, or leave undone that which
they ought to do,

Then think sgain of the many who attend tho
preaching who are not Christians; who are warned
to fleo from the wrath to come; who are told of the
awful fate of the finally impenitent, and of tho
uncertainty of life. The love of God is told in
tender tones, the finished work of Christisexplained,
offering mercy and pardon to all. But alas! They
treat the message with indifference.  They will nat
Lieod the meesago. Ilow many preachers have gone
homo after preaching, with a heart almost bursting;
they havo presented Christ in all His nower to
save, the invitation was ziven, vobody responded.
Oh! how discouraging. This happeus over and over
again. Do you wonder then at my first question,
why do proachera preach?  Let mo briefly give you
afew reasons why. (I). They bave faith in their
message. They hsve the assurance that their work
will not be in vain. That the word of tho Lord
will not return void, but will accomplish that
whereunto it is sent. Let me illustrate from my
own experience. Trusting in God, sometbing over
threo years ago I began to prsech the gospel. I
preached in most of the churches in Nowa Scotia,
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, In
nearly every place some were obedient to the
Master, while others were encouraged, Since T
sottled here, messagea liko the following have
come to ma: **My dear husband, in dying, remem-
bered you and spoke of you until the last.” An-
other writes ‘“Our daughter died happy, trusting
in Jeaus. She seemed to think that you hud beeu
sent here to lead her to Christ.” Thess with
others of a like nature coming from people who had
confessed Christ under my preaching cause wmo to
continue in the work. (II). We hope for the best,
We hopo there may be intluences for good from our
preaching that we cannot gee now; sowing the seed
we shall not fail to hold out cur hands, We will
plant and water the seed, God will give the increase.
We hope to hear the Master say ‘‘well done”
when we come bringing in the sheaves, Weo hopo
to shine as the stars in the firmament. (I1I). We
love to tell the old atory of the cross. Wo love God
and wo want others to love Him. We love man.
kind and want them to bo saved. We are quite
wiiling to bear repronches and suffer wrong and be
misropresented, if like one of old *‘we can but save
some.” My article is getting lonz enough, but 1
have not said all I want to say. There are othor
reasons that yyou may .hink over at your leisure
for preachers preaching. I do not aim to exhaust
my subject, I only wish it to be suggestive to
preachers and people.  All being well I shall next
wonth take up the other guestion, ¢ Why do
people listen™? W. H. Harpine.
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