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The virtue of Jesus' death goes back to

Adam's time, and through it God could be merci-
fui to him and te the race who need His salvation.
W may thereforo understand how God could sparo
Adam's life se long, and how He will yet make al
alive who died in Adam.

Another matter and I will closo this long article.
In the Saviour's teaching He often ilsed tho

words life and death sometimes meaning ph1sical
life and other times .spiritual lifo. Careful atten-
tion to the subject in baud, and the parties
addressed, will help us to understand His moaning.
To inquirers for salvation as in the 3rd of John
Ho uses life in a spirituol sense with eternal added
to it. In the 5th1 of John lis onemies accuse Hiim
of Sabbath-breaking because He hlad cured a inan
who lad been helpless thirty-oight years. ie defend-
edHfisaction asnfotonilygood,butialooaproof that Ho
had the miraculous power of God, and mentions a
still higher proof at the 25th vose, that the time
had conu vhen the dend would hear His voice and
livo. He reaches the climax at the 28th and 29th
verses, by declaring that His voice would call all
that are in graves to the resurrection. I regard
this as adescription of what Jesus liad power to do
by speaking. Ho had healed the niait, was calling
back the ead such as Lazarus, the widow's son and
the ruler's daughter, and would calI al ont of their
graves.

But at the 24th verse is another case (call il 2nd).
It this Jeans uses life with everlauting attached
ncamîng %piritual life. It va necessary for the
one who had it to believe in God who sent Jesus.
Not so with either of the three mn the first case,
They had only t- hear the voice of Christ. In the
second caso no particular timne is mentinued: at ail
tirnes, and in ail places, he that hearoth Christ's
word, and believoth on himu who sent Christ, hath
evorlasting life. Bot in the first case each has a
particular tine. Thore was a lime when Christ
healed the imnfirm iman, a time wiien he raised
dead persons, and thore will be a set time for the
resuirrection. Each case lias its peculiarities.

ln the lth of John, Jeans talks to Martha
about life and death. She was dceply grieved
about Lazarus' deaith. Jesus says, "thy brother
shall rise again." Site replied, "I know ho will at
the resurrection." Jesus then told her more than
sho ever Lnew abouît the resurrection, who was the
case of it, and what would bappein to believors at
it. These lie divides into two clasecs, one class
would b in their graves, and the other living at
the time. Elear 1-fis sublime words, "Jeans saith
uto hor, I am the resurection and the life. He
that believoth ini me, thogugh ho were dead yot shall
ho live, and whosoever liveth and beliovoth in me
shahl nover die. Believest than thisr This thon is
the ) 'eased destiny of ail wlho behovo in Jesus,
wlather in their graves or alive when Jeans cones.
The living ones will not go before the dead. The
dead in Christ shahl rise first, then the living shall
bu changod, and ail shall meet the Lord in tîe air,
and bo forever with the Lord.

Origlial Grntribuitions1.

WE MUST REBP AS WB SOW.

Itis plainly seen in both nature and in graco,
what tho harveat will be. I is a rmiscake to suppose
that wo can reap only as we sow. Often we hear
it said that "God will have mercy." This is true,
but Bis mercy is manifested in the rich provisions
of the Gospel. Surely His mercy is unbounded in
the greatacheoe of redemption. But te suppose
His mercy is extended in the salvati.on of mian who
rejects Bis offers of mercy, is an unfortunato mis-
take. Whatever God dues for mar, is done
through the Gespel, as "it is the power of God
unte salvation te ail who believe it." Ther is no
accoumnt of reformation or salvation in death or the
resurrection, only what takes place in the body.
Whatever the Gospel has made us hore by our
faith and obedence, such vill we be in the future.
Our reaping must be according te our sowing.
But Bays one, " our cup will b full in the next
world." That depends uipon our faithfulness bore.
What do we mean by our cup being filled. If you

mean te say that if a nan haa two talents and ho
gains with therm only onu talent his vump of happi.
ness will b full, I will object. The Bible teaches
lus that if wo improvo the talents vo have we will
be happy in the future, but it does not teaeh cs
that the mai who gains only one talent with his
two w-ill have his cup of eoijoyieut full.

Riglithoroiswhere winakeourdesiroaind %viehi tho
ruile of Bible interprotation. When we corne down te
the close of life and look over the past, wo seo
where we have beeu negligent, and inaifferent, and
have net been as faithful in sowing as we ouight,
but we trust in the morcy of God to forgive our
failures and give us a harvest of rich, ripe fruit of
labior, that wo have iover done. So my brother, your
future will bo just whaut you make it. It yen fill
the capacity of your opportunities youî will have
the fulness of enjoymuent. Butyou can nover reap
what you have never sown. It is se easy for ns to
neglect the work of God, and bc satisfied with haif
work and haif heart, just enough work te aecuero an
entranco into the everlasting kingdom, and then
draw on the nercy of God to make up the defici-
ency hy making overy one filled with happincas
who gets but standing roonm inside the city. We
heard a good brother once say, "that his great
anxiety was te keep out of hell." We wil never be
troubled with hell in the next world if wo keep bell
ont of us in this world. Lot us leari this lesson,
that, "'now is tho day of salvation," that whatevor
God does in the salvation of mai, is dune now.
He lias given the Gospel to us that it mnigit wo.rk
in us now, a nature and character capable of enjoy.
ing that which He is proparing for us in the future.
"The way te heavnu is heave)uly." The more
heaven wo get into lis now, the greater will bo our
heaven in the futura. H. M.

WIIY DO PRE J C11RS P1>EKA CII?

As I sit down today to write te the readors of
TuE CiuitrsTraN, there ia a subject uppermost iii My
mind-a subject of importinco to ail who nay read
these lines. W'hy do preachers preach? Why do
people listenî? You rnay think this' s very trifling
matter te be concerned aboul: Lnt if yen will have
a little patience with nie I vill try to, show you
that it is ne trifling matter.

By a careful study of the word " preacher " I
find it te b a translation fron a Grceek word which
means 4 a herald" or "proclaimoer." In early
Greek writers suc. as Bomler and Hosiod, we find
the word used te denote a perdon of sume imper.
tai.ce. Ho summoned the assembly; kept order in
it; separated the combatants in the arena, anid had
special cha:ge of the arrangements at sacrifices and
festivals. By somne thoir oflice was deened sacred,
and they were thought te bu under the special care
of Jupier. Hesiod, who lived about B. C. 800,
tells us that Mercury was the herald (Keriu) of
the gods. In later tintes the herald was used
chiefly as a messenger between intions in time of
war. Il New Testament Greek, wo find this
word, or one of the famuily to which it belongg, is
used te denome the preachers or public teachers of
the gospel. From the foregoing yeu will Pet some
idea of what was the original work of preachers.
1 do net intend to enter into the analogy; overy
fruitful mind will find somo beautifil thoughts by
a close comparison, but sorno one will ask; Are we
net ail proachers? te this I answer nme, net in the
true sense of the word. Wu are ail workers te-
gether for the advancement of our Master's King-
dom and any one who lias the ability and talent if
ho can gain the confidence of the people, nay
proach; but wo are net all preachers any more than
wo are aIl eiders or deacuns. It is true that our
actions manifest to the world somothing of what is
in us. It is aise true that our example may ho
more influential than many a sermon; but wo find
this is net included in a strict analysis of what a

preacher is. We have knowi mon who were
preachers who lacked the consistent life. Of course
I do net want you to think that I ai advocating
the estabishmeont of sacerdotalism - just the
opposite. Jusst beforo I answer the question, let
mo Btates what I believo te bo two facla. (1). That
thore is more preaching te professing Chriatiana than
te non-professors. (2) That the majority of 3or-
mons preaicied last year by the mnnjority of preach-
ors have bee, forgottn by the majority of people
cru this. However humiliating it may b I think
wo muet ackimowiedge (lie truthi of these things.
I think you will commence te seo the reaso for
the question, Why do preachers preach Just
think of a preacher standing ip week after weck:
warniiig the chburcih te make their calling and
olection sure; of the danger of neglectingsaivation,
exhortinu them to contimue faithful and refrain
fron ovil things and do good. And the te think
that some of those very people vill continue week
after week doing things that aro wrong and treating
tho preachor as though lie wero a liar, and the
Bible as of no account, and that they could do
about as they liked, or leave undono that which
they ouglt to do.

Then think uagain of the many who attend tho
preaching who are not Christians; who are warned
to fleo fron the wrath te comne; who are told of the
awful fate of the finailly imopenitont, and of the
incertainity of lifo. The love of God is told in
tender tones, the finisled work of Christis explai ned,
offering amercy and pardon te all. But alas! They
treat the muessago with inidiffetrence. They willnot
hood the message. IIow many proachers have gono
homo after preaching, with a heart almost bursting;
they have presented Christ in aIl His ,ower to
savo, the invitation was given, nobody responded.
Oh! how discouiraginig. This happons over and over
again. Do you wonder then at mny first question,
why do proachers preach? Lot me briefly give you
a few reasous why. (1). They have faith in, their
message. Thmey have the assurance that their work
will net be in vain. Tiat the word of the Lord
will not retuirn void, but will accomplish that
wherunto it is sent. Let ne illustrate from mny
own experienco. Trutstinmg in God, something over
three years ago I began te prePch the gospel. I
preached in most of the churches in Noya Scotia,
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. In
nearly every place somte vere obedient te the
Master, while others wre encouraged. Since I
settled hure, messagea like the followinig have
come te mte: "My dear huaband, in dying, remem-
bered you and spoke of you until the last." An-
othmer writes "-Our daîughter died happy, trusting
in Jesus. Site seemued to think that you bd beu
sent hure te 1uad lier te Christ." These with
others of a like nature coming from people who had
confessed Christ under my preaching cause mo te
continue in the work. (Il). Wo hope for the best.
We hopo there may bu influences for good fron our
preaching that wo cannot see now; sowing the seed
we shall not fail te hold out our hande. We will
plaut and water the seed, God will give the increase.
We hope te hear the laster say "I well donc "
when wu come bringing ini the shvaves. Wu hope
to shine as the stars in the firmament. (I 1). Wu
love te tell the old story of the cross. Wo love God
and wo want others te love Himi. We love man.
kind and want themi tc b saved. We are quite
willing to bear reproaches and suffer wrong and be
misrepresented, if like one of old "'wu ca but save
some." My article is gotting IOn: enough, but I
have net said ahl I want to say. There are othar
reasons that yiou may ,.hink over at youîr loisumro
for preachers preaching. I do net aim to exhaust
my subject, I only wish it te be suggestive te
preachers and people. Ail being well I shall next
.month take up the other question, " Why do
people listen"? W. H. HAnni5xo.
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