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MR. WARD'S REPORT.

President T. B, Hall and Messes, R, 10
Richet, Joshua Davies, L. L. Henounf, H.
1. lecisterman, J. . Todd, Gus Leiser,
Robert Ward, and W, E. Bullen attended
the special meeting ot the Coundil of the
Board of Trade, held lust Tuesday morn-
ing, at which the business listed wasthe
consideration of Mr. Robert Warl's re-
portin the San Pedro matter, and the ad.
visability of the Board's applying fur in-
corporation during the approaching ses-
sion of the provincial legislature.

These subjects were taken up in the
order in which they are above mentioned,
Mr. Ward's report first. The document
was as below j—

Vicronria, B.C., January 22nd, 1802,
To the President and Council, British
Columbia Board of I'rade, Victoria.

GENTLEMEN,—~I have the honor to report
that, acting upon the request of the
Bosrd, I attended, on the 15th and 19th
fnstant, the ofticial inquiry held by Cap.
tain H. C. Lewis and Captain Gaudin (in
pursuance of instructions from the Minis
ter of Marine and Fisherics) in respect to
the circumstancesattending the stranding
of the American steamship San Pedro on
22nd November last, on Brotchie Ui dge;
and I enclose herewith a copy of the tind-
ing of the Court.

It will be observed that the responsi-
bility for this disaster, whereby a steam
ship valued at cpwards of $300,000 has
beon wrecked, is attributed to the gross
negleet of Pilot James Christensen, and
partly to a want of promptitude on the
part of the master (C. 1L Hewitt? after the
steamer had struck; and it was shown
that the only object in navigating so near
the shore was for the purpose of cnabling
the pilot to go ashore in hisboat and reach
his residence. In fact, the steamer in pur.
suit of her voyage was practically deviat-
ing therefrom.

In the course of the enquiry, important
facts were brought out, which in my
opinion show the desirability of placing
the pilotage system of the province on a
basis more consistent with uniformity and
general efliciency than the various regula-
tions now in force in the threc different.
pilotage districts of DBritish Columbia
permit,

It nust be admitted that ship owners
who contribute pilotage dues are undoubt-
cdly entitled to consideration in this re
spect, and to be likewise furnished with
the Lest service in return for their pilotage
dues.

It was shown in cvidence at the present
cnquiry that although certain pilots are in
possession of licenscs forall British Colum-
bia waters, and claim to have authority
thercunder, yet in addition they hold and
act under specific Jicenses forone of the
particular pilotage districts as at present
constituted,

In the case of Pilot Christensen, whe
stated that he held a license for British
Columbia, although not acting thereunder,
he also held a license under the Nanaimo
Pilotage authority, under which he took
charge of the San Pedro at Comox, bring.
ing her into the Victorin pitotage dastrict
where the disaster to her occurred: and
although within their district, the \ic.
toria DPilotage Commissioners have no
authority for dealing with the acts of a

pilot whose license was fssued in another
district,

In this instance, the Pilotage authority
of MNanmumo suspended  Ghristensen's
license for three months for an act com-
mitted without their district.

It was also elicited that no sloop or
schooner suitable for cruising down the
Straits of Fuca to Cape Flattery is em-
ployed to intercept shipmng bound to
British Columina ports, with the exception
of onc used by the mlots in the Victoria
pilotage district, and an eight-ton sloop
owned by the Nauaimo pilots; and it was
also stated in the cvidence of one of the
pilots that the four Burrard Inlet pilots all
reside at Victoria, and that four out of the
live licensed pilots for Nanaimo also reside
at Victoria ; and, further, that it is cus-
tomary for all large steamers to call off
Victoria either to receive or discharge a
pilot.

The average carnings of pilots is, of
course, known to the Mariue and Fisheries
Department. Pilot Christensenstated the
acerage in his distriet to be about $250
each monthly, and it is understood that
this amount is largely excceded in the
other pilotage districts of the province;
and assuming, therefore, that the pilots
are alt adequately paid for their services,
it must be conceded that the interests of
shipping demand the most eflicient service.

1€ suitable sloops or schooners were em-
poyed by the pilots, vessels could be more
readily spoken at points where the ser-
would be most appreciated, instead of
masters beine compelied to call ofl Victorin
to receive a pilot from shore, or to dis.
charge one there,

The existing regulations in three differ-
ent districts are conflicting, and the
government should be asked to cnquire
carefully into the whole question witha
view of adopting a system which would
be generally applicable to all British
Columbia waters, and for whizh all pilots
should qualify.

Subject to regulations which the Gov.
ernment might deem desirable to impose,
the present pilotage of districts might be
stili maintained, the commissioners hav-
ing control over the pilots whilst actualls
cmployed in theirrespective districts.

Upon such lines as these, a more
thorough scrvice might be inaugurated,
which would at once remove the existinge
~nomalies and furnish a system alike ben.
efivial to the interests of shipping, the
province and the pilots employed in the
service.”

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) Ronert Warn.

The report was made the subject of gen.
cral debate, terminated Ly the adoption
of a resolution that the report Le for-
warded to Ottawa, the suzgestions there.
in contained Leing recommended to the
considcration of the Minister of Marine.

Al present being of once opinion inre?
gard to the ncecessity of the board incor
porating, the president, vice-president
and secretary were named a commitlee to
take the necessary steps to sccure the in-
corporation of the B. C. Board of Trade,
by = short act, during a session of the
Iegislaturce which opencd Jast Thursday.

Messrs. Bodwell & Irving addressed a
Ietter to the board in reference tothe

difference in the fees for registering incor
porated companies under the Imperial
Act and under the Provincial Statal..
The board swas asked to take action 'y
wards bringing about a uniformity .u
these charges.

Theletter was referred to the president
fora report and the sccretary was in
structed to acknowledge, with thanks, in
vitations received by the president and
vice.president to attend the banquet of
the Winnipeg Board of Trade, on Fehru
ary 2,

CHINESE TRADE

The News-Advertiser notes the arrival
at Vancouver of Mr. T. G. Shaughnessy,
Vice-President of the Canadian Pacitic
Railway Company, who was one of the
passengers of the Empress of Japau,
from China and Japan. While therche
inaugorated a decided change in the way
business will be conducted there. Heap:
pointed Mr. Holloway, who went with
him, General Conimercial Agent in the
cast and Capt. Tillett of the Empressof
China, Marine Superintendeut. Hitherto
the business of the Canadian Pacific Com
pany has been transacted by commission
agents, but now Mr, Holloway will look
after that himself and push forward the
interests of the line with his characteris-
tic energy. Mr. Shaughnessy is more
than ever impressed with the immense
fature of the trade that will pass between
China and Canada. Especially will large
quantities of flour go to the cast. China
itself, he says, has a population of
400,000,000, and most of these have never
tasted wheaten bread. Once they get to
know its superiority over rice there will
arise a great demand for it and so long as
the Company uses them fairly thereisno
limit to the trade that can he done. Brit-
ish Columbia is not yet a great wheat
growing country, he remarked, but new
districts are being opened, and there are
the plains of the Northwest producing
the best wheat of the world in such
abundance, and the market which China
opened for that was practically unlimited.
The Company was well satisfled with the
business done so far but they luoked to
much greater things in the future.

———— e e
ALL QUESTIONS CHEERFULLY AN
SWERED.

Housckecper—Iave you any Mocha cof
fee?

Small Dealer—Yes, mum.

* Genuine Mocha ™

“Just imported, mum.”

* Import it yourself

“0Oh yes, mum. Iscnd my orders direct
to the Sultan, mum.”

“Humph! How much have you on
hand

*’Bout 60 pounds, mum.”

“You have, ch? Sixty pounds? T read
in the paper this very morning that not
over 50 pounds of genuine Mocha reaches
this country annually.™

* Yes, mum, that's true. I had bout "
pounds left over from last year,” Ner
York Weekly.

.

Mr. Thomas logan, President of the
Canadian Paper Compauy, has been
clected mayor of Windsor Miils, Qucbee.




