o the time that any spocial skill was

One Aoung Lollis,

AN ADVENTUI}EEOI:\‘IITH A STEMMA-

BY EDMUND COLLINS,

The flcct of great iron-clad and ateel-
wuwed slups known as ‘“scalors ” leavo
}\'owioululhmd vvery spring for those great
bodice of compact ico kunown as floea, which
about the st of March begin t¢ move from
Batlin's Bay and other northern regions
toward the south. Theso flocs aro often
hundreds of squaro miles inarca, being com-
nosed of cak=s, or “me," b ¢« the aealers
call them, srozen together, ¥ :re and thero
thrugh the floe towers up a huge borg,
resplendent 1o gold aud blue and green at
sunrise. Theso bergs are cf tho most fan-
tastic shapes sometaues, avd often look liko
great castles, their clean-cut spikes rising
grueefully, liko tho apires of o (Gothic cethe-
dral,

An interesting denizen of tho ice-ficlds off
the Greenland and Labrador coasts is the
stemmntopus, or hooded scal. This s an
ungainly t, often larger thanan ox. He
lies in a great heap on tho fce, and is much
the color of goot. On daye when the sun is
strong, as the spring dvances, the oil fairly
ocres out of his glistening skin. T have
gometimes seen hmﬁyin sostil], and bathed
in his perspiration of oil, that I unagined
him dead, and *“‘rendering” out in the heat.
The seal-bunters call bim the *“‘dog hood,”
hecause ho has o huge hood or inembrano
consisting of blubber and a tough tissue,
several inches thick, which in tho twinkling
of an eyo he can draw over his head. He is
then sale fromall ordinary assault, being
shiclded all over.the body by sovera) inclies
thick of blobber or fat, through which the
heavy shot of the scal-hunters’ guus cannot
reach vital parts. The greenhorn dehights
to capture the pelt of a dog hood, bat the
experienced hunter is just es content to lot
tho ugly brute alone. ]

Howwellf remember Lhuﬁmgtlny that Isail-
cd out, with the captain of a hig iron-clad,
on o floo, stretching away from tho coast of
Labrador ¢ The crew, about threo hundrod
iu number, had been killing white.coats
everywhere on tho ice, and I was reccivin
my first lessons in killing and *‘ekul}..ag,
the latter terin meaning the stripping of tho
heavy coat of fat from the body of the scal.
Ihad o gun as well asa gaff with me, for I
wanted some of the birds that went wheel-
g and screammg around the tops of the
1cebergs.

In the early atternoon, as wo were making
our way towand the slup, being lamed from
the long tramping over the ice, the captain
who had been scanuing the ice-field with his
spy-glases, said, *There’s a hood over there,
and a pretty big fellow too.”

s\Vhere ¥ linquired, sagerly. I should
like to get ™

**1 shounld advirs you,” ho replied, ““to
et him alone. Idorcover, he is a mile dis-
tant.”

«J will have him,” I replied, not at all
daunted.  And tho captain shrugging his
shoulders as much as to =ay, ¢ Then take
sour own coursc,” sct out for the ship. 1
started away alone, still carrying my gun
and gafl.

As I approached, I found that he was in-
deed a nnnster, and he lay in an ugly heap
on the 1ce, as if ho were dead. He was hav-
i?‘mw afternoon nlccg  the sun, and he
faltly shono in the hight. 1had no :dea at
t utred
glaying tho aninal, aud as for being in
of himt, 1 treated tho idea wath mere
cmpt, for what was he but a clumsy
barmless heap of fat?

B 370 within twveaty paces or so of the

- thiew my. on tho ice, and
ithat tho animal drew

X:jerk, .over’ ’his head,
hd-¢% on the ice cake. I
B wod-kot, ooy un,

saller than " Th
_nugget ever found in the neighbarhicod of
“Trescott, but that others as largo have
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 eastrnco doubly sure, howover, I treatod

him to ono more doso of shot—this titne in
the hody—and has he baroly moved, I un-
sheutlic«{my knifo onco aguin and walked up
to tako my trophy of fat and hide.

He madé no movoasI (\})'lmdlcd hun,
and I stood by his side, with tlie stock of
m gun resting on the ico, while X delibernt-
cd on tho casiest way of stripping him. I
had ot 1gng to think, as old Hoody, with a
movement os quick as & bear, turned and
avized my gun somewhere about the contre
of thy barrel, taking it firmly in lus mouth.
Had my leg beer ngarer to hus head v .. |

un was, I should not have waltzed sineo,

was dumbfounded, but this was not all.
With my gun in lis mouth, the mouster
mwdo after mo, and the rate of gpeed at
which l'c dragged his huge carcass over the
1wocorld not he belicved by any oo who
had not seen it. 1 had on *‘slkin™ boots,
which cling to the 1co and keep you fmrly
well from slipping, but Ianw that the hood s
speed was fully osqual to nunc.  To my left
was o stretch of rough ourface, as if tho
blocks aud cakes had been beaten up in somo
storm, and then became frozen in  this
manuer. Hero I had the advantage, and a
fow minutes put me out of danger.

I returned ¢ the ship withuot enther mi'
gunor my gaff, and when 1 went below
could sce that the veterans in the cabin knew
my story about as well as mysclf, although
thoy had not seen the ercounter.

ho next day an old hunter said to me :
*‘Thrse hoods aro not worth bothering with,
as their blubber 13 not as profitable as tho
white-coats, but we'll find that fcllow of
yours and get your gun, Besides, 111 show
you]{low he can be got without finng atlhim
at all.”

We found him not far fromn where I had
escaped from his toils, and he lay thero,

sitively looking just as comfortabl= as if I

1 only been popping pease at him the day
before. My gun was a fow yards away, and
it was bent my thelarrel.  The hunter, with
his heavy-headed gaff 1n hus hand, np{(m ach-
cd tha scal from behind, walked briskly up,
and tapped him on the back. The aunimal
instautly thro up his head, dropping his
hood for an instant to sce hus assailant ; but
n that instant the ateol-headed gauff descend-
ed upon the unprotected skull, and Hoody
had fought his last battle.

SOME BIG NUGGETS.

Lucky Fiuds of Gold in Orizinal Pacliagces
Arc Lesa Frequent Novw,

One of the curious things about the present
mothods and condition of guld minng un the
cvast ss that, while the agyregate output is
larger than it cver was, the day of Lig nug
gets seems to be over. Occusionally the loeal
columns of the papers pub¥~had in the min-
ing districta contain an _item concerning the
diggingout of a “ hefty lump” of the precious
metal, but the oxamples of concentmted
wealth arc not what thoy used to be. One of
tho last discovered nuggets was dug out a few
wecks ago in the Spring Gulck Creck, above
Redding, in Shasta county Cal., by twomen
while washing gravel. The lump was ir-cgu.
lar in shape, gcmg aboat four inches lnng by
two in diameter, and yiclded a trifle over
§500 worth of pure metal.

The Prescott Courier of a recent date pre-
sented its reades with a cut of the face,
bust, and outlines of n prety Wcll-dc\‘cl(?cd
lomp of gold that had been found in Big
Bug district by a Mexican named .Jesus
Sazucta. When taken to the Bank of Ari-
zona the cashier informed Jeaus Sazuctathat
its weight was just thirty-seven nunces, and
that its valuo was §670. It was fisve inches
long and threc and ono haif inchea in its
widest pait. A number of Mcxicans were
working at Big Bug, and onc of them, named
T Cafisa, an old Ganbussine, told Sazueta
to try a certain spot.  Sazaeta, in climbing
to the ylace, ylaced his foot on a projecting
rock; it trone away with him, n.nh wien he
E;ckod humsclf up he was worth inore than
1t a thousand dollars. .
The Couner eays that this is the biggest

boen picked up or picked ont 1n the Weaver
district.

.@o;a':\hhg to the Spokane Fails Reerr e
myaterioas prospector returne-d very quict-
lene
“i oo with an odd-shaped ba of bacun,
e :mc;:a,'lgr?}:o whilo b;:mg mosved
) s aairclosed » nagger of gola, ox
‘l'mezflmd' nearly six iachbes in
calqglatad-to Yo worth
<intgh e of the
Pidainatic e mrly dagn
Tompe for this >3 DunbIve
qiny's hemso 10 tho
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welghing from afx to seven pounds—that ls,
from soventy-two to ocighty-four ounces—
wero found tn the eamo locality.

The next largeat wns taken from tho
Monumental quartz mino, Sferin county,
Aug. 18, 1860. It weighed 1,600 ouncos
troy, and was purchas R. B, Wood-
warnd for§21,0630.62. Ho exhibited it in the
gardens for o Jong time and then had it
melted down, reulizing, howover, only 817,-
(04.04 from the bullion,

The third largest nuggev was found, by
Ira A. Willard on the west branch of the
Feather River, Aug. 4, 1838, It weighed
Sfty four pounds aveirdupols, thac 18 804
o es boforo and forty nine and onc-half
pounuvafeer melting.

Foun. u size, though not in value, wns n
large slab-sided quartz nugget, found bya
Mr. Strain near Kuapp ranch, Tuolumne
county, which wclghm{' fifty pounds avoir-
dupois, and which, after crushing and melt-
ing, yiclded §3,600 worth of gold. 2his was
fn 1851, snd in the same year a nuggoet was
found at French raviue, Sierra county, the
gnld from winch was valued at $3,000. Five
years after another nugget wes found in tho
tame place, which had considerable guartz
in it, but which yiclded 810,000,

‘Tho first nugget of any great importanco
was found by 8 young soldicr of Stovenson’s
rcgimcnt in the Mokcluinne River, while
drinking from that stream. He hastened to
San Francisco and placed his prize in the
hands of Col. Mason for safety, after which
1t found its way to Now York, whero it fan-
ned the smoldenng flame and caused the
uattons to renhizo the importance ot Califor.
unis as a gold-producing territory. The nug-
get was of sum gold and weighed betwoen
twenty and twenty-five pounds, Another
nugget about which thero ia & good deal of
romance was found by a Frenchman in Spring
Gulch, ncar Columbia, Tuoluinue county.
It wasof necarly puro gold aud was worth
moro than §5,000. The finder became insauo
over his goed fortune, and was the next day
sent to Stockton. The French Consul at San
Francisco recovered the nugget realized the
valuc and scut the moncy to tho finder's
family in France. Other “rrccions lumps” of
respectablo size are the following : Ini 1849 &
nuggot was found at Sullivan's Creck, Tuo-
lumne county, that weighed tienty-eight
pounds avoirdupois. Tn 1850 a piece of gold
quartz wag found in Freuch mvine, Siermn
county, which contained 263 cunces worth
$4,933. Ir 1854 a mass of gold weighing 360
ounces, and valued at £6,625, was found at
Columbus Tuoluinno county.

No dates aro given for anything then bo.
fore 18G4, when a nogget of pure gold was
found mn the middle fork of the Amencan
Kiver, twantles from Michigan Bluff, which
waighed 228 ounces,and was sold for §4,204.
Ancther account of this nugget states that
the weight was 187 ounces.  Then in 1867 a
bowlder of gold quartz was found nt Pilot
Hill, Fl Dorado county, which yielded in
vold $8,000. Secveral other bowlders of
smaller size werefouadinthosameclaim. Au-
other charming bowlder was of pure white
quartz, which J. D. Colgrove of Dutch Flat,
Placercounty, found in the Polar Star hy-
draulic minc. It contained gold to tho a.
mount of §,76Q

Two nuggets, the date of whose discovery
is not given,arc theso: One found near
Kelsey, El Dorado county, wh.ch sold for
£6,700, and ono found on Fall Hill. Tuo-
lumne county, which weighed 350 ounces and
was valued at §6,500.

California, however, cannot claim the hon-
or of having produced the largest nugget in
the world. ~ Thut, according to Phillips, was
the great Aunstralian lump known as tho
* Sarsh Sands.” It weighed 233 pourda 4
ounces troy, 2.797 ounces, as agaiust tho
2,340 ounces of that taken out of Caraon Hill,
Calaverascuunty, in November, 1854 Anoth
er mass, acconding to thesameauthority, was
exhibited in London in 1871 as tho product
of one of the Victoria m!. -, which weighed
146 pounda, or 1,752 trov wunces, whiloa still
l&ﬁer but not so valuable mass was found at

arat 1n tho samo year which weighed
2.217 ounces. According to tho Annual
Statiatician, however, the largest~solid nug-
get ever found was discow in Australin
in 1869 which weighed 2,280 oninces, and
was valued at 43,600, whilotho lsrgest picco
of ore and rock was found in New South
Wales in 1872, which weighed 640 pounds—
(L:;tu.?.&%onnom—&ndwmmlu atg143,

To comio back W this cvaniry, Montata
has added ono ar two fair sized onggets ¢
tho list. Thke largest of all was found in
Deadwood Lualen, twenty -fivo miles siorth of
Deer Lodge, in the vty of thatname,

—-0c2A19, 1863, It weighed 134 poands, or
159 ounces, waz,mune inches long, four inches

wide, and two-inches thick, and was snll in,

Yelena for §3.2%,50, at tho mte of §16 por
ounce. Thefinder-was Ed. Rising, and the
ntory.of how {t was found ho gives o tho
Jollowing way ¢ ¢ kad fivo partnens when

onstipation,

IF not remediod in soason, {s llable to

_ 1 become habitual and cironte. Dras.
tio purgatives, by woakoning the bowoels,
confirm, rather than cure, tho evil.
Ayor’s Pllls, boing mild, offective, and
strongthening in thele action, are gener-
ally recommendod by tho faculty ns the
best of aporionts.

“ Having beon subfect, for years, to
constipation, without belng abio to find
much relief, I at last tricd Ayer's Pills.
I doom ft both & duty and a pleasuro
to tostify that I have derived great ben.
ofit from their use, Ilor over two years
past I have taken ono of thesc pills
every night beforeretiritng. I would ot
w'ilingly bo_without thom."~—~QG. W,
Lowmun, 26 East Main st., Carlisle, Po.

T have been taking Ayo:'s Pllls and
using them in my family alnce 1857, and
cheerfully rocommend thom to all in
nocd of o safo but effectital cathartic.”
~Johu M. Boggs, Louisville, Ky.

“For vight years I was afflictad with
constipation, which at leat becamo s0
bad tliat tho doctors could do no moro
for me. Then I began to take Ayer's
Pills, and soon the bowels recovered
thelr natural and regnlar action, so that
now I am in excellent health,”~8. L.
Loughbridge, Bryan, Toxas.

* Having used Ayer's Pills, with good
eesults, I fully indorso them for tho pur-
poxes for which they are recommended.”
~T, Conners, M. D., Centro Bridgoe, Pa.

Ayer’s Pills,

PRAFARRD BY
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
8014 by all Druggists and Dealers in Medlclns.

)CARTERS
ITTLE

Eick Headacheand reliave all the troubles fncl-
(r!\t_nt'to 3 b!l%lous stato of the sy;)u:m. such as

1, Nausea, Dro after
catlog, Pain in the S{de, &¢. Whilo thuir most
remarkable success been shown In curing

SICK .

ar oqually valuable in Coxnstipat

LivEn

on, curing
and proveuting this annoylog complaint, whilo
they a'so correct all disorders of the sto
rtimulats tho Uver and
Even it they only cured

HEAD _

Acho thoy would be altnoat priceless to thoso
who or from thig distressing complaint;
but fortunately their geodness does not end
here, and thoss w.id once try them will ind
theas littie pills veluable fn 60 many warathat
thoy will not be villing to dn without them.

Butefteralisy  aend

15 tho bans of #0 many livos that Liere is whoro

wo mako our m&ioast. Our pills curo &t

while others do not. .
‘s LrrTee LIVER Preis cro very small

and very assy 10 take. Ono or two pilis snako

& doso. Thoy are strictly vepctabloand do
A by their gontlo oction

I found it, aud we were working the und
togzether  We first sunk a ten-foot shaft on
the pay gra veland then drifted about fifteen
fcet from the b,ttom, at which _point I
picked up the nugget. It was quite dark
in the face of the drift , and the only way T
could judge what T had found was by its
weight.  Ono of my partners was_workin
wnder the ghaft aad when Twalkad aut an
held up the chunk of gnld {on could havo
haocked hia oycs off wath a haso ball bat.*™

From: Hclona the nugge' was eont tna Tir
gwia Nev., thencs to San Francisco, theac o
to Paris, where it was shown in the Ex-
posiivn. and where it passed into the pos.
scxsion of the Rothschildz

Puring the suwmner following Rising's
discorery one of the partners found saotber
chunk in tho same place, valued at $700,
and yet another worth §954.
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