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involving a mortality to mothera of ono in fourtcon; while
chloroform, when tho pationt was alrendy “nearly uneonseious,”
greatly increased the danger without in the least facalitating the
indicated operation.  Tho child being dead boyond doubt,
prompt ovircerntion and delivery with tho crotchet would havo
afforded o tho mother tho greatest posablo chanco for life.
Reports without psst mortem oxaminations aro uneatisfactory, it
not absolutely valucless. The true cause of doath in this caso
must ovor remain a doubt,  Was thero injury or parnial rupturo
of tho uterus, eaused by turning, or was tho system too enfeobled
to bo ablo to rally fully from tho anmstholic state? Cortainly
tho “ gotting up,” howover reprobengible, in scarcoly sufll
alono to account for « fatal collapse, or tho formation of clota in
tho heart.”

In tho April No, of the Lancet tho author of * Phonomona
of Lifo" solicited a critical ination ; but noithor tho Xditor,
himaclf a respectablo author and an cminont teacher of physio-
logy, nor any ono of hix learned correspondents has, a3 yot,
deigned to notico the subject. Suroly tho question, though
omanating from an obsecure source, ought to bo corsidered suffi,
ciontly important to tho advanecracnt of medical scionco to morit
o caroful investigation, So deep and universnl has been the im-
pression that & bonoficent Croator, who bas assigned dofinite
laws for tho government of tho aniverse, would not have loft
man, tho only portion on which he has stamped the divine image,
to tho oporations of mero chance, that philosophers, in overy age
bave invented theories designed to explain tho “animating princi-
ple”  Tho hypothotic * Entity” of Aristotle, and tho “ Materia

Vita” of Huntor, with all intormedi shades of conj ,
aim at o\pl'\lmn" vital action by somo mystorious 'wcnt, which
jsina dependent of tho organism itsclf. It is ovidont

that an organic system, to bo perfect, must contain within itself
somo principlo of action capable of maintaining and regniating
jts oporations, and as overy picco of mechanism from tho Great
Architeet bears the impress of porfection, we must considor tho
vis vite aa insopamblo part of tho boing. What philosophers
sought for in vain, physiologists oxplored tho human systom to
discover, and men of scicnco ardently desired to know, 18 found,
as might-havo been oxpected, 1n the simple arrangement of. tho
two nervous systoms, admirably adapted to presido over organio




