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dyspeysia is decidedly the most ecminen disease in

this country ; althouch the people, with ihe excep- !

tion of a little Lish, consvme tcuice aryibing that is
net drawn dircetly ficm the seil,
sedertary existence, a1d the coustant sipping of
weak toa at a boiling remperature, contribute pow-
erf» "y to the prevalence of this atfection,

Th : mest ordinary d.scases of the dapanese, as I
have met thew, ars dyspepsia, smatlboz, syphitis,
phthiuas pubmounalis, and nifections of the eyes and
The strumoas drthesis is ahnost wanversal,

sKin.
The tendency

and complicates muost of the cuses,

to i:tlammazion, of the acme variety, is very '

slight, and recovery from the niost severe lacer
tions and injuries is uenally effected ¢ Tufe cifo
atque juomde”  Diseases of marked inflammatory
chiracter, as pnewonia, or acute vhewmatism, are
seld »n met with. I have seen but one

Nagato.

t is painfal to reflect that thoisands of lives are
annually saerideed, and an mericnlable amount of
human sutfering endured, from sheer ignoranee ot
tae trst prineciples ¢f the healing Yet these
people ave not deficient in naturai intelligence, and

a
arv.

thire is no doubt that as foreiyn relations becornre :

wmore intimate, and progress is made in other
boanches of human knowledzge, nedicine will also
make advances commensurate with its importance,
and provision be ultimately made for compitent
instraction.  Japanese physicans possess, at least,
the merit of candour and modesty (in their own
couniry), and to houestly confess ignorance i3 un-
doubtedly the first step towards the acquisition of
knowled e.— dmericare  Jowrnal of  the Aedicai
Seiences.

SEA-SICKNESS.

A DESCRIPTION OF A NEW METIHOD OF CURE.

By W3M. H. DWINELLE, M.D.,,
NEW YURE.

During a recent passage across the Atlantie, in
the St. Luwirent, ene of the French dine of steamers,
1 had an opportunity of observing anew method ot
treating seu-sickuess, as practiord },v. Pr. LeCoriat,
surgeon of the Imperial Fiench Navy, but tempo-

raridy surgeon of the St. Laurent. Samncthing more
Y 4 8

than curiosity prompted my observations. 1 Lad
a decided personal iaterost in the matter, not only
for myseli, but for an invalid sister who had hither-
to Leen frightfully sea-sick in all her journcyings
from port to port.

* As we le.t Brest. on Saturlay afternoon, Dr. Le
Coni .t requested mig, in the event either T or any
of uy iriends should be tiken ill by sea-sickness,
10 send for him at once, s he felt confident that in
a Javge majorily of cases he could control the
malady. .

Stroag head winds and a rolling sea soon deve-
loped se-sickness in its worst form to nany of our
P ssengs 18, and none were i ore ill than my sister
and myself. Ou Sunday exeiing her illness as-
sumed an alarming character ; eacessive vomiting
and violent retehing were siccexded by convulsions,
fullowed by extreme prostration. Inthisextremity,

Draadtives thir

case of
gont, whici vecnrred in the person of the Prince of -

! Dr. Le Coniat was sert for, who, after a few mi-
nutes’ manipnlation, arrested cvery symptom of
sea-sickuess, and gave her entire relief. The dis.
Position to vomit was completely arrested, nor did
1t assert itseif again during the voyage, though the
sea was rough as before.  Nhe ate her meals with-
out interraption, and with a relish, until our arrival
in New Yori.

Although I was so ill that, with the exccpiion of
a sagle fustance, 1T did not laove wmy berih from
Saturday aternoun unt.l Tuesday morning, during
: which time 1 had been unmable to retam the least
feod in wy stoanche T deferped resorting to the
new remedy, thinkisg T wonld give time to Nature
to come to my rdlicd, should siie be disposed to do
80, Despairag ot any soch abd, subnutred o Dr.
. Le Coniat's treatent, the cffier of wheeh so forti-
ded my stomaca and reimoved ail disposition
Cnamsea, that I was enabled to eat my breakfast and
s retain icy ey 2Ll § vemit agein durang the voyage,
The effeet of the ramedy inny ease was not altoge-
iher eomplete and pernnent, though 1 experzenced
great reilef av the nme.  On submitting to the
treatiieni a second tane, T was entively cured.

Dr. Le Coniaz applied his remedy to many others
during our passage, always producing great and
immediate refief, wnd generaidy an eniire cure. I
recolivet to o instanees where ladies had been con-
ined o their berths for scveral days, unble either
to cut or to raise their heads from the jillow.  1m-
mediately after the Doector’s treauuent, they took
their seats at the dining table, and occupied them
at every principal eal duving the vest of the pas
sage,  br. Le Coniat’s theory is, that sea-sickuess
is induce.t by eleciric disturbance throughout the
vstem, and that v miting at these thines 1s induced
by an invohmtary spasmudic eontraction of the
stomach from the pyloric to the cardiac orifice,
thereby emptying that organ.  In order to reverse
this abnormal condition and restore the electric
equilibrinm, Le places his patient in a horizontal
. position, uncovers the stomach, and applies to the
skin, inmpediately over it, a2 solution of sulphate of
atrspine in thy praportion of one grain to an ounce
. of water; he then places the negative pule of a
galvanie batiery, terininating in a flat Qisk,; upon
tha stomach ecrresponding to the pylorie region.
Then, with the positive pole tenninating in auoist
sponge, he wanipulates across the surface of the
skin from the cardiac to the pylorie orifice.  These
wanipulations ave kept up for three or four minutes,
occastonaily varying them by vertical passes down-
ward. Duarinzg the trausit of the positive pole across
the surfuce, the muscdes can be seen to contract
vigovously.  The stimulus of walvanism rendered
to the stomach by these means is much the same as
that given to any other puralyzed or weakeued
muscle of the budy—certainly the cffect produced
justities the theory. It appears to be not only local

seems to be brought under its control ; its cifects
are southing and refreshing, and genera'ly acconr
panied with drowsiness, followed by vefreshing
sleep.

r. Le Coniat has been prostising and improving «

his new remedy for about _chives years past; he has
» whizh have been published in some of the Frendh
} journals.
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i . .
' m its influence, but pervading ; the whole system
!

2t his returnz home, lic propuses to pub-

written one or two minor articles on the subject, .



