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contained air. On being cut into, a frothy, dirty-browsn, semi.
mucous fluid exuded, tinged witi blood. 'There was no odor of
prussic acid from it. la the cavi.v of the riglt pleura werc
about ciglt ounuces of thin uernm; the surface of the pleura was
not unarkcd by any evidened dt inflannation. The left long was
of a paie coluir, exsanguine, containd buit little air, amd pourled
out only a whitisi frothy mucus on being cut into ; it vas firmly
adherent in its whole extent to the costal pleura of the sanie side,
and, posteriorly, the adhesions were s strong as to defy ny
strength to separate them. The pericardium was natural; it
contained, periaps, a littie more Gluid than usvul in ils cavity.
The leart was small, and firmiy contracted, and the vessels on
its surface distended with fluid lood. On cuitting into il, about
three ounces of dark-colouîred fluid blood trickled out, wihliout
lie least appearance of coagulation l:iving been attempuuted. It
exhaed lino smell o prussic acid. The parictes of the ventrimles
were a little thicker thian uisual. Thels liver wsas large andl healthy.
'T'lie spleen soft and easily broken do-vn, resembling miulberry
jaim. The kidncys werc firm, rallier large, and sliglhtly coagu-
lated. The stomach contained about fifteen oiuices of half-
digested food, that gava onu the peculiar s 10ell of food iundergoiig
digestion, with which aiso could be satisfactorily recognized the
well-known odour of bitter almonds. The inicous coat of the
stomnach was healthy, and smelt strongly of pruissic acid atter the
stomach had been cmsiptied of its couants. The intestines were
healthy. The brain and ils coverings were healthy, but its vessels
and its amuses were fillel with dark-colouired '1fuid blood. It
was quite frec froum any smell o prussic acid.

In this case, first, he iad powver to cork the hotle after haviug
taken the poison ; iidicatig its paralyzimg efilects on the snso-
rini not tu have been mistantaneous. Second, the plac i statc
of his features, unnarkel by any act of expiring. Third, there
was no screaun, but he died tranquilly and siletly. Fourli, the
congested state of the right Iung might more reasonabi ho re-
ferred te the effects of chronie pneumonia than to hieliopmson.
Fifth, the blood vas evervwiere dark coloîured and fluid.
Sixth, the odor of bitter almonuuds was satisfactorilv recognized in
the stonach, andrl iowlere eise. Seventlh, li ived ncarly ,en
minutes after having takei the poison.-Mai. PooLEY, um Lmidon
illedical Gazette.

CASE OF POISONING 13Y ARSENIC.
In the examination of th corpses of two men, supposed lo

have been successively poisoned by the wsife. Wlholer distinctly
detected arsenic, even after un interval of seven ycars aid six
months. le incinerated al the souft. parts of both corpses with
nitre. In the case of the iman who dieu last, it was found that
during th last moments of his life, he had laken phospiureted
oil, and had therein constnued altogether about 16 grammes
(about 250 grains) o phosphorus. On examiiation of the stock
of phosphorus in the apotlccarics shop, wience it liad bcen ob-
tained, it wvas found to contain about hualf per cent. of arsenic.
The phosphorus usedJin the preparation of phosphuretted oil ought
therefore iii future to bc tested for arsenic.-Ann. der Chen. and
Pharm. 53, p. 141.
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Conversion of calomel into corrosive sublnmiate by o1i alkaliie

chloride. A case lately occurred in France, in which a medical
practitioner ,was charged with the death of a child by the aidmmu.
istratioi of a common dose of calomel with nîuriat of ammonia.
It was stated by M. Mialhe, vho gave cvidence on this occasion,
that, by contact wvith ainy chloride, such as commnon sait, calomel
was converted to corrosive sublimate; and suicli a mixture was
therefore highly dangerous. Experimuents subsequiently Ieron.
ed, showed that if this change did take place at ail ab common
tenperatures, or at the temperature of the stonach (980,) it was
only to a trifling extent, and not likely to endanger life by the
cusual -mode of exhîibiting the nedicine. 'Fie question is of sone
importance to medicai practitioners; for, allhouigh it is not eus-
tomnary to give calomel lu mixtures with alkaline chlorides, yet
common, sait is largely emniployed as un article offood,.and th
chldrides of sodium and potassum exist li the animal secretions.

It is therefore proper to state here the re'sults of some recent ex-
periments on the subjeòt by M. Larvoque, especially since these
tend to show tiat the statcncats of . Mialhe are not strictly
borne ont by observation. Au account of these experiments wiil
be found n the Lndon and Edinburgh Phil. Mag. Sept., 1843.
''he principal facts merclv arc here selected. lu one experiment
a mixture was made of 45 grains of calomel, 90 grains of
chloride of sodium, and 1875 grains of disilled water. The-
mixture was frequently shaken, buit it was only aftr the lapse of
a veek that the supernatant cleaur liquid was ai all discoloured
by suilphurettcd hydrogen gas. This was not, owevcr., nwng to.
the prescnce of any corrosive subliinate, for noue could bc separa-
ted by sulphuric ether. The effect of the gas was doubtless due
to the presence of a minute portion of calonel held dissolved by
the alkaline chloride. When ncarly double the quantity of coom.
mon sait was usedl with half the iluantitV of vater, still no evi:
donce of thu prouction of any corrosive subliroate could be
obtainued. The ciiorides of potiassium, harium, calcium, and
magnesin gave precisely simnilar results. W lm th, mixtures
weore heated to 2120, then a portion of corrosive sublimate, casily
separable by ether, wvas untiformuly produced. Murinto of am-
mouma was found, even at common temperatures, to convert a
portion of calomuel to corrosive sublinate. This, hiowever, is
only liiely to occur wiiere the quantities of calomel and muriate
are infiniitely larger than it is probable thlay would ever bc
prcscrihed for nedicinal purposes. PracticaUlly speaking, this
conversion by common sait can never give rise to any dangerous
consequences; because it is not found to take place a:t comnon
temperatures, nor at the tenpcrature of the body. Th e change
prnduccd by maiuriato of arrmonia at com oun tenpera.turcs is so
sliglit as to be of no importance.

Lead.-n November, 1843, an interes1ing trial took place at
the assizes of the Puv de Donme, in France, involving the rare
question whether or nt the death of a person had becii caused
by the criîîninal administration of a salit of lead. The ivhole of
tue proccedings are rcported with inucli unnecessary prolixity
(extendinig to 158 pages) in the Annales d'Hygiène for January,
1814. The dercased died under suspicious circumstances; on
examination of the body, there was nothing lmtmd indicative of
the action of poison, while the stomach was ulcerated and in an
othcrwise discased state. No sait of lcad was found in the con.
veuts, b t traces of the ineal were discovered on incinerating the
viscera. A ques xn then arose, whiethcr thi netal was a natu-
ral constituent ot te body, or ihe result of a portion which had
been swallowed and iad acted as a poison. Tie nedical opin-
ions wîoro nucli dividcd. Orfila thouglt that it wvas very pro-
hable, if nîot certain, that the dccca-sed had died from the effects
of lcad. Tilere was s" nmehi dc ut about tb e case, that, in an
Englisli court of law, it vould probably have been speedily dis.
missed for vant of clear inedical proof of the causa of death.
The detauils arc not of sufficient gencral interest to justify
quotation, but the nedicoJe.gal readCr will -find, in the contro.
versy betveen MM. Dupasquier, Danger and Fiandin on the
one side, and M. Orfila on the otiier, that the art of conductine
a medical prosecution aund a miedical defence is well understood
in France.

Carbonate of lead. Shot in bottles. A case is related in the
dnnales d'Ilygiène, April, 1844, which shows that serious acci.
dents may somnetimes happen from ith a shot used in cleaning
bottles being left, and afterwards becom.ing chemically acted on
by thue ivine or liquid introduceul. Thcu practice ot liais c]eaniîig
botties is vory commun iii England and also in France, and the
sinall pellets oftein become fixed in the narrow' part of the base of
the botle, and ifus escape notice.

A persan ater having siallowvecd a few' glasses of liqueur,
suflered fromr the most Violent colicky pains, and al the symp.
toms of irritant poisoning. Dr. Hanle, who was immediately
ealled,;having observed that the liquor renaining in the botthe
was very turbid, poured it off for analvsis, when he found, firnly
vedgcd in ut the bottomî of the bottle, ten -leaden pellets, which
iad becone so conpletely transirmed to carbonate of icad, that
there was only a small nuelcns of the inetal left. So long as the
liquor was clear, no accideut iad -arisen fron its use; but-the
syrmpltons uf poisoning appcared immediately wlhen the turbid
portion, at the botton o the bottle, conta.nirng the sait of lcad.
citIer suspended or dissoived, was-swallowed.

It is singular that thie lead sihould have been found in this case
ji a state of insolu'àle carbonate; for, in-general, -the vegetable
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