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Periscope.~—Report on the Progress of Towicology.

contained air. On being cut into, a (rothy, dirty-brown, semi.
mucous fluid exuded, tinged with blood. There was no edor of
prussic acid from it. In the cavity of the right pleura were
about eight ounces of thin sernm; the surface of the pleura was
not marked by any cvidenct of influnmation.  The Ieft lang was
of a pale colour, exsangnine, contained but little air, and poured
out only a whitish frothy mucus on being ent into; it was firmly
adherent in its whole extent to the costal pleura of the same side,
and, posteriorly, the ndhesions were so strong as to defy my
strength to separate them The pericardiuin” was natural; it
contained, perbaps, a little more fluid than usual in its cavity.
The heart was small, and firmly eontracted, and the vessels on
its surface distended with fiuid blood. On cutting into it, about
three ounces of dark-coloured fluid bleod trickled out, without
the least appearance of coagulation having been attemnpted. 1t
exhaled no smell of prussic acid. The parictes of the ventricles
were a littie thicker than nsmal.  'The liver waslurge and healthy,
The spleen soft and easily broken dowwn, resembling mulberry
jam.  The kidneys were firm, rather large, and slightly congu-
lated. The stomach contamed about fifteen omunces of hall
digested food. that gave out the peculiar s nell of food undergoing
digestion, with which also could be satisfactorily reecognized the
wellknown odour of biter almonds. The mucous coat of the
stomach was healthy, and smelt strongly of prussic acid after the
stomach had been emptied of its confents.  The intestines were
healthy. The brain and its coverings were healthy, but its vessels
and its sinuses were filled with dark-colonred fluid blovd. It
was quite free from any smell of prussic acid.

In this case, first, he had power to cork the bottle after having
taken the poison ; indicating its paralyzing effects on the senso.
rium not to have been instantancous.  Sceond, ihe placid state
of his featurcs, unmarked by any act of expiring. Third, there
was no scream, but he died tranquilly and silently.  Fourth, the
rongested state of the right Iung might more reasonably be re.
ferred to the efftets of chronie pneumonia than to the poison.
Fifth, the blood was cverywhere dark colowred and fluid.
Sixth, the odor of bitter almonds was satisfactorily recognized in
the stomach, and nowhere clse.  Seventh, he lived neurly ten
minutes after having taken the poison.—3lr. Poorey, in Lindon
Medical Gazette.

CASE OF POISONING BY ARSENIC.

In the examination of the corpses of two men, supposed to
have been successively poisoned by the wife.  Wholer distinetly
detected arsenie, cven after an interval of seven years und six
months. He incincrated all the soft parts of both corpses with
nitre. :In the case of the man who died last, it was found that
during the last moments of his life, he had taken phosphuretted
oil, and had therein consumed altogether about 16 grammes
(about 250 grains) of phosphorus. On examiuation of the stock
of phosphorus in the apothecaries shop, whenee it had been ob.
tained, it was found to contain about half per cent. of arsenic.
The phosphorus usedjin the preparation of phosphuretted oil ought
therefore in future to be tested for arsenic.—Ann. der Chem. and
Pharm. 53, p. 141.

Dr. TAYLOR'S REPORT ON THE PROGRIESS OF
TOXiCOLOGY.
(Continued from page 81.)

Conversion of calomel into corrosive sublimate by an alkaline
chloride. A case lately occurred in France, in which a medical
practitioner was charged with the death of « child by the admm-
istration of 2 common dose of calomel with muriate of ammonia,
1t was stated by M. Mialbe, who gave cvidence on this oecasion,

- that, by contact with any chluride, such as common salt, calomel
was converted to corrosive sublimate; and such a mixture was
therefore highly dangerous.  Experiments subsequently perform.
ed, showed that if this change did take place at all at common
temperatures, or at the temperature of the stomach (989,) it was
only to a trifling. extent, and not likely to endanger life by the
usunl mode of exhibiting the medicine, ™ "The question is of some
importance to medical practitioners; for, although it is not cus-

" tomary.to give calomel in-mixtures with alkaline chlondes, yet

common, salt is-largely cmployed as an article of food, and the

. chlorides of sodium and potassium exist in the animal secietions.

It is therefore proper to state here the results of some recent ex.
periments on the subject by M. Larveque, especially since these
tend to show that the statements of M. Mialhe are not strictly
borne out by obscrvation.  An account of these experiments will
be found m the London and Edinburgh Phil. Mug. Sept., 1843,
"Fhe principal facts merely are here selected.  In one experiment
a mixtare was made of 45 grains of calomel, 90 grains of
chloride of sodium, and 1875 grains of disiilled water. The-
mixture was frequently shaken, but it was ounly after the lapse of’
a week that the supernatant elear liguid wus at all discoloured
by sulphuretied hydrogen gas.  This was not, however, owving to-
the presence of any corrosive sublimate, for noue could be separa-
ted by sulphuric ether. The effect of the gas was doubtless duc
to the presence of a minnte portion of calomel held dissolved by
the alkaline ehloride. When ncarly double the quantity of com.
mon salt was nsed with hall the quantity of water, still no evis
denee of the produstion of any corrosive sublirpate could be-
obtaited. The chiorides of potassimn, barium, calcium, and
magnesium gave preeisely similar results. When the mixtures
were heated 1o 2129, then s portion of corrosive sublimate, casily
scparable by ether, was uniformly produced. Murinte of am.
monia was found, even at common temperatures, to convert a
portion of culomel to corrosive sublimate. 'This, however, is'
only likely to occur where the quantities of calomel and muriate
are infinitely lurger thun it is probable they would ever be
prescribed for medicinal parposes. Practically speaking, this
conversion by common salt can never give vise o any dangerous
consequences ; because it is not fonnd 1o take place at common
temperatares, nor at the temperature of the body. The change
produced by murialc of ammonia at comiaon temperatures is so
siight as to be of no importance.

Leud —In November, 1843, an interesting trial took place at
the assizes of the Puy de Dome, in France, involving the rare
question whether or not the death of o person had been caused
by the criminal administration of a salt of lead. The whole of
tihe proceedings are reported with much unnceessary prolixity
(extending to 158 pages) in the Annales o Hygiéne for January,
1844, The decensed died under suspicious circumstances; on
cxamination of the body. there was nothing found indieative of
the action of poison, while the stomach was ulcerated and in an
otherwise diseused stte.  No salt, of lead was found in the con.
tents, bat, traces of the mnctal were discovered on incinerating the
viseern. A question then arose, whether this metal was a natu.
ral constituent of the body, or the reult of a portion which had
been swallowed and had acted as o poison. W'he medical opin-
ions were much divided, Orfila thought that it was very pro-
bable, if not certain, that the decoased had dicd from the effects
of lead. Therc was so nmch deubt about the case, that, in an
English court of law, it would probably have been speedily dis.
missed for want of elear medicul procf of the cause of death.
The details arc not of sufficient general interest 1o justify
quotation, bat the micdico-legal reader will find, in the contro.
versy betweea MDM. Dupasquicr, Danger and Flandin on the
one side, and M. Orfila on the other, that the art of conducting
a medical prosceution and a medical defence is well understood
in Franec.

Carbonate of lead.  Shot in bottles. A cuse is related in the
dnnafes & Hygiéne, April, 1844, which shows that scrions acci.
dents may sometimes happen from-the shot used in cleaning
bottles being left, and afterwards becoming chemically acted on
by the winc or liquid introduced. The practice of thus cleaning
bottles is very common in England and also in France, and the
small pellets aften become fixed in the marrow part of the basc of
1he bottle, and thus eseape notice. ’

A person after having swallowed a few glasses of liqueur,
suflered from the most violent colicky pains, and all the symp.
toms of irritant poisoning. Dr. Hanle, who was immediately
(:;x!lcd,‘havmg‘nbscrved that the liguor remaining in the bottle
was very turbid, pourcd it off for analysis, when Iie found, firmly
wedged in at. the bottow of the bottle, tenleaden pellets, which
had become so completely transformed to carbonate of lead, that
there was only. & small nuclens of the metal left. So long as the .
fiquor was clear, no accidens had- arisen from its use; but-the,
symptoms of ‘poisoning appeared immediately -when the turbid;
yortion, at the bottom of the' bottle, contalning the salt of lead.
cither suspended or dissolved, was-swallowed,

CItis singular that the lead should have been found in this case
in a state of insoluble carbonate; for, in general, the vegetable:



