
PIUNCTURE OF THE BLADDER ABOVE THE PUBES.

signs of falling, and he ran Io save himself, but unfortu
nately fell on his abdomen, over an old ieap of rougl
boulders of clay, with his righit tigh extremely liexed upon
bis body, and his perineum upwardly exposed. The
embankmnent of clay fell upon him in this position; covered
him Io about four feet mi depth ; and when taken ont of tlis
perilous entombment by his fellow labourers lie was appa-
rently dead; but on exposure to the atmospherie " pia
mater" lie soon showed signs of life. An hour afier the
accident he complained to me of a severe pain across his
pelvis and polvie joints, and along the course of the urethra.
lis pulse was weak, and beating 100 per minute ; lie as
breathing laboriously, wiil a sense of stricture of the
intercostal muscles ozi both sides; skini rallier cold and
clamny; countenance pale and anxious. The scrotum and
perineum very extensively ecehymosed. The lower extren-
hies iòrmal, as Io length and position, but completely
powerless. A dose of castor oi] was admniustered, and
fomenitations applied to ihe bruised parai and clhest. On
the 23rd, the bo-wels -werc opened freely bv the oil. Skin
warmer, tongue moist and clean ; pulse 98, fuller and soft :
voided no urine ; comnplained very much of pain over the
region of bladder. That viseus could be distiietly defined,
but considerably distended. IIe stated that he had been af-
lected occasionally with difiieulty of passiig lis urine, fromt
cnlarged prostate. I endeavourecd o pass the caieter as
gently as possible without eficet ; called on my estecmed
friend Dr. McNogie, who likewise cndcavoured to pass the
catieter witlhout beneficial results; and afier being hoth
foiled in our attempts at relief in this way, we gave il up
as impracticable, and left him wiith w'arn fomuentations
applied over the hypogastric region.

On the 25thl his bowcl; were again opened ; puise 110,
soft and full ; violent pain ii thxe hypogastrie region ; had
voided no urine; bladder very nuch distended ; hiccup;
countenance haggard and anxious. ie thought that it was
impossible for him to live, but wished relief fron pain.
Aain uselessly tried the catlhcier; proposed puincturing the
bladder. IIe was anxious that it should be, donc, ahliough
Le knew of ils danger. 'T'lhe perineum being so mueli
bmised, precluded ils adoption as asite for puneture. The
Want of a curved trocar prevented the adoption of ihe rectum
methîod. Thei only other meLthodN wVas above the pubes. I
made an incision about an inch and a Iailf loig, froi the
5Ymphysis upwards, e.x«actly in tlie iesial line, and tlint
eparated the edgCs of the pyramidal muscles anld puslied


