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The object after which, every stu-
dent strives should possess the high-
est and nobiest character in order that
whien attaîned his success xviIi nit
the most unqualified approbation.
The goal of a student's ambition is
tisualiy two-fold. N-e mnay study
pureiy and solely for the sake of study.
HIis desires may terminate in the
-icquisition of a certain amouint of
knowledge. So long as hie is miaking
new~ discoveries, and, in this maniner,
widening, bis circle of information, lie
reniains satisfied, even shouid bis ex-
tensive and varied attaininents be de-
void of the slighitest practical imipor-
tance. He clirmbs the heights of
Parnassus for no other purpose than
that of enijoying the beautiful pros-
pects seezi fromi its sumlmit, and the
'îearer lie approaches this lofty emnin-
ence the greater is his satisfaction.
T[his is the end of his ambition.
There is, however, a higher and, in
some respects, a1 nobier am-iibitioni in
the nîiinds of inany students. Their
object iii stuidy is flot siniply to acquire
great stores of learning, l)ut to acquire
these stores for the sake of fitting
thenselves for tic work to which they
have devoted their fives. Study w'ith,
them is flot the end, it is siniply a
ixicans to the end. Realizing that
they have sonie position to fill iii
socîety, sorne work to which Provi-
dence bas cahled tbemi, they, seek the
halls of learning, not înerely to regale
theniselves with refreshing draughIts
'romi the Pierian springs, but in order
that bydrinking deeply fron-i these thiey
nîay be strengthiened and prepared
for tie practicai %vork of lueé. Now,
in both these cases, the student who
attains the goal of his ambition is
successful, althoughi the success of thc
one inaybe biglier and nobler tlîan that
of the other. In thc one case, tiie
niost successful studefit is lie îvho
acquires the greatest amount of in-
fornation-hîewho approaches nearest
to the top of the bill of knowviedge ;

in the other case, it is lie whose edu-
cation fits lîim in the best possible
manner for the part which he is caîheci
upon to perforin iii the great drama
of life.

It ivili be noticed that wve have left
out of question the ajua of mariy îvho
call themsolves students, whicli is
nothing more or less than to pass the
prescnibed examinations, or obtain the
staip, of their Alma Mater in some
iess honourable îvay-an ambition
wvhiclh is beneath the consideration of
everyone wortlîy the naie of student.
Trhe truc student, anîd tic only one
to îvhor the naine is flot a nîisnomier,
is hoe %ho studies because ho delighits
in it, or because lie knows that it 'viii
develop ail his powers and faculties,
and thus niake imi a botter inan ini
every respect for the discharge of life's;
duties.

Usually tic success of a student is
ineasurcd by bis position in the class
list. But wlîile this is in niany w'ays
a fair enoughi test, and the only one
which. under tic present state of affairs
can be practicaily appiied, yet at the
saine time tliere is obv'iotis1y a certain
amount of injustice in it, silice a varicty
of circumstances, not of Uie nature of
intellectual attainmnents at al, rMay
conspire to prevent many frona appear-
ing to the best advantage uI)of stncl
occasions. A nîan's peninansl,
îvbich is onlya niechanical accoîîiplisbi-
ment, bis nervous temperanient, and
sinîilar things, niay influence tie re-
suit of bis examinations unfavourably.

Besides, ail meii are not born equal,
altliough, the Amîerican Declaration of
Independence asserts that they -are,
consequently ail mien have flot an
equal capacity for study. Nature has
bestowed lier gifts more lavishîly upon
sonie thian upon otiiers. Sonie have
heen endoîved with one talent, and
some iid two, wbile others have ten.
There is, therefore, an elenient of
unfairness in judging the success of
ail by the saine standard. Thie man


