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Only a Day.

O

BY W. B. IIARRIS,
(CONTINUED,)

As time moves with fettered feet when
one is waiting anxiously for it to pass, I
again plied my good natured friend in
the neighboring seat with further ques.
tions. 1 remarked that the manager of this
gigautic adair muat have a most wonder-
ful brain, to say nothing of untold wealth.
My friend replied in the aflirnative and
added: “He is indeed wise, to say noth-
ing of his wealth, but strangest of all, no
aone has ever yet seen this mysterious
man. He controls this whole show, furnish-
es everything wanted and directs the
play a3 welland yet is invisible even to
the actors. These men, who are taking
part in to-day’s play, bave, Iam told,
Leen with this mysterious wanager from
their earliest infancy up, they have been
fed, and clothed, and cared for, and paid
by hini, and some are now really very old,
and yet have never seen the manager's
face. I understand thatanumber are to
participate in some very interesting
events to-day, and 2 number of others
are making “positively their last appear-
ance.”

“What becowes of those actors when
they have made their tinal appearance 2"
I anxiously inquired.

“In order to make you understand I
shall be obliged to make an explaunation
at some length and then leave you still
in the dark,” said my friend.

‘The *inanager” of this establishment
is the builder of it, andthe owner, as well
a3 manager, everything is directly under
his control, andyet itis alleged that
this same extraordinary Being has a
much larger, grander and infinitely
beautiful playhouse in a Country far away,
where all the actors, who have served
him and acted their parts welland ful-
filled their engagements, are sent when
they have mnade their final appearance
in the play in the “lower house. 'The
ather one I refer to is called the “Upper
House,” and in thus all those who have
been faithful in acting their parts in the
“],0ower House" are permitted to see and
Lo with their “manager” in person; but
to those who have failad to act their parts
as ordered, adwission to the “Upper
Touse" is refused, and they say the dis-
appointiment of this refusal converts their
aftev existence into a perfect hell,

[ was very wmuch astounded at this
piece of inform.tion, and remarked that
wreat inconsistency lurked within such a
story as that just repeated. T said guita
warisly that he had just told mo that
ench day’s progranune  remained up fo
the very day and  hour of the perform-
ance as i sealed volume and therefore it
was hinpossible for e to see how any
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actor could be expected to execute his
part in a sutisfactory inanner, having hud
no practice beforehand, and under such
peculiar circumstances who was to judge
tvhether 4 inan had performed his pagt
well or not?

“Ahl” said my friend, “one difficulty
leads to another and this matter requives
great explanations before I can help you
to clearly understand the situation. I can
only liken this play to real life in order
to demonstrate the case to your satisfac.
tion. For instance, you arise from your
bed in the morning with no conception
whatever of what may be before you in
the way of events before the sun sets,
you are daily confronted with dangers
and difficulties and with circumstances
in which you are obliged to refer to your
conscience before taking a step which
may lead you far in the wrong direction.
You must adwit that when a man meets
with an unusual condition of affairs the
puth of duty always shines out clearly be-
fore that man’s vision, and if he follows
that path, as directed by his conscience,
or sense of duty, and subsequently finds
he took the wrong course, the an acted
rightly inso far ashe conld tell, and
therefore no blame whatever attaches to
him. Now, in this great play enacted
here eachday, the circumstances ava pre-
cisely the same and the saine rule applies,
When an actor is puzzled to know how to
act aright, if he does as he thinks the
“manager” wishes him to, we are told the
actor invaviably comes ont all right and is
Jjust as suvely ranked as a first class actor
und therefore eligible to the more exalted
position in the “Upper House."

Of course it takes some time to make
these explanations on paper, but the
above conversation occupied but the
space of a few winutes.

Qur attentions were then attracted to-
wards the stage once inore, for the sun
was wounting higher and higherin the
heuvens and lying clear before our eyes
wag all the vastlandscape beneath and
beyond. I fail to find words ndequate to
describe the beauty of this scene which
now met my gaze. [lere lay before ine
a whole world bathed in the early worn.
ing dew, rich and mnellow with the soft
zolden rays of the early morning sun,
Ol such scenary!  Vast mountains and
‘alleys’clothed with great stretches of
dark forest, iighty vivers and tiny streams,
large Inkes and numberless, little  ponds
or lagoons dotting the surface of the
country, (reminding one of a hen and her
chickens, when compaving their sizes.)
Then one could detect highways running
here and thereaad also railvoads piercing
tha country in many  divections.  Then
caune large towns, vast cities and even
small country villages,and beyond all this
Iy in plain sight the ever heaving,restless
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waste of waters, forming some great
ocean.

I did not see this all inn glance, but
only as it pussed before our eyes in the
course of the play. As each new scene
was displayed a new set of actors took
their places on the stage, aud acted, each
in his respective role.

I shall tind it hard to describe these
scenes as portrayed in the play, aud give
you but the faintest idea of it all, yet will
add the thoughts which filled my own
mind as each new scene and act was pre-
sented.

The first scene, after that of the break.
ing day, wag a life-like representation of
& large city waking once mare to the joy
and gladness, to the sadness, sorrow and
suffering which combine to make up the
stern realities of every day life. As this
scene passad froin our sight we carefully
noticed the difterent aspects of a great
huwan hive, which we ave pleased to call
a city. This was indeed a striking scene!
Wae noticed the wille and narrow streets,
with their rows of costly buildings or
tumble down houses and shops : we saw
the great churches snd factories, wave.
houses and the varicus styles of shops all
decorated to suit the particulur class of
busiuess to which the occupant gave his
attention. We saw the busy throng of
human actors, ench bending his steps to.
wards some particular point. It was the
broad square wherein stood the wacrket
place that presented the first tragedy of
the day. I was watching the difterent
stalls with the busy salesmen oftering
their wares to the passersby,when sudden-
ly I noticed a great commotion which I
st o moment later was caused by two
large dray horses suddenly taking fright
and dashing off at a terrible rate asross
the square, scattering people in all direc-
tions; a3 does the autuwn wind scatter the
loaves of the forest. Anyone who has
ever witnessed a sight of this kind does
not require a lengthy deseription of the
scer® to aid them to recall vivid recollec-
tiong of the same. The frightened pedes-
trians running for safety, and shouting
lustily to those near by to do likewise,
and the frantic yells of the driver as he
vainly strives to  recover his lost reins.
I"aster and faster go the horses until swl-
denly they reach a sharp cornerin astreet
leading from the squuve. [{eve the wagon
collides with the curbstone and o strest
lamp, the horses are freed from the
wrecked dray in the twinkling of un eve,
and dash  oft inore furiously than ever,
with their broken harness trailing behind,
Soomuch lor that! Thisis quite . come.
mon ocenrrence, and worthy of nothing
more than a short notice in the daily pa.
pers; but as to the man  who lies gusping
and dying beside his broken dray, how
about him? Is this & co:mmon ocewrrence



