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(coNeTINicED.)

As timie moves with fettered feet when
one is waiting anxiously for it ta pasu, I
again plied my good natured friend in
the neighboring seat with further ques-
tions. I remarked that the manager of this
gigantio adair mnust have a most wonder.
fui brain, to say nothing of untold wealth.
My friend replied in the affirmative and
added: "He is indeed wise, ta say noth.
ing of his wealth, but strangeit of al, no
one has ever yet seen this mysterious
man. He controlas this whole show, furnish.
es everything wanted and directs the
play as well and yet is invisible even ta
the actors. .These men, who are taking
part in to.day's play, have, I an toil,
been with this mysterious manager fron
their earliest infancy up, they have been
fed, and clothed, and cared for, and paid
by him, and saine are now really very old,
and yet have never seen the nanager's
face. I understand that a iumber are ta
participate in saine very interesting
events to.day, and a nunber of others
are miiaking "positively their last appear.
ance."

"What becoies of those actors wlien
they have made their final appearance ?"
I anxiously inquired.

"In order ta aanke youi understand 1
iait be obliged ta msiake an explanation

at soie length and then leave you still
in the dark," said miy friend.

The "mianager" of this establishment
is the builder of it, andthe owner, as well
as manager, everything is directly under
his contat, and yet it is alleged that
this saume extraordinary Being bas a
iuch larger, grander and infinitely
beautiful playhouse in a Country far away,
where ail the actors, who have served

hilm and acted their parts well and fut.
filled thair engagements, are sent when
they have made their final appearance
in the play in the "lower house." The
other one I refer ta is called the "Upper
Iflouse," and in this aIl those wYho have
been faithful in acting their parts in the
"Lowe.r Houise" are peraitted ta see and
lie witlh their "masnager" in persan; but.
ta those who have failed to act their parts
as ordered, admission ta the "Uspper
1inaîse" is refuseid, and tlhey say the dis.
appointiiient of this refusai converts their
alter e.istence into a perfect hell.

f was very mucli ant.nded at this
piece of informl..tiona, and rearked fiat
great incon.,isteicy lrkced wvithin suclh a
story as that jut repeated. I saic qiite
warmI ly that lie laid just tolid ie tiat
each day's progamme reiained np ta
tho veiy day and Iuir a tie paerfrm-x
ance as a sealed volume atii thelrefoe it
was impiiossible for mexo to see how any
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actor could be expected to execute his
part in a satisfactory manner, having had
no practice beforehand, and under such
peculiar circumstances who was tojudge
whether a man had performed his part
well or not?

"Ah'' said my friend, "one difliculty
leads to another and this matter requires
great explanations before I can help you
ta clearly understand the situation. I can
only liken this play to real life in order
ta demonstrate the case ta your satisfac.
tion. For instance, you arise from your
bed in the norning with no conception
whatever of what niay be before you in
the way of eventa before the sun sets,
you are daily confronted with dangers
and difficulties and with circunstances
in which you are obliged ta refer ta vour
conscience before taking a step wvhich
may lead you far in the wrong direction.
You must admit that when a man miieets
with an unusual condition if afairs the
path of duty alvys shines out clearly be-
fore that man's vision, and if he follows
that path, as directed by his conscience,
or sense of duty, and subsequently finlds
lie took the wrong course, the man acted
rightly in so far as he contid tel], and
therefore no blaie vhatever attaches ta
him. Now, in this great play enacted
here eaclday, the circumnstances are pre.
cisely the samle and the sane rule applies.
When an actor is puzzled ta know low ta
nct aright, if lie does as he thinks the
"manager" wishes hiu ta, we are told the
actor invariably comles ont ail riglt and is
just as surely ranked as a first clams actor
and therefore eligible to the more exalted
position in the "Upper louse."

Of course it takes some tiaie ta muake
these explanations on paper, but the
above conversation occupied but the
space of a few minutes.

Our attentions were then attraated ta.
wards the stage once more, for the sun
was mounting higher and higher in the
ieavens and lying clear before our eyes
was all the vastlandscape, beneath and
beyond. I fait ta find words adequate ta
describe the heauty of this scene which
nov met my gaze. flere Lay before me
a whole worlti bathed in the early inorm-
ing lewv, rici and mnellow with the soft

ays of the early mnorning sun.
"oldeas ift' . st0
oh! such scenerv! Vast mtiountains and
valleys'clothed tvithi great stretches of
dark forest, mlliglity rivers and tinystreamns,
large lakes aid numberiess little ponds
or lagoons cottinag the surface of the
couintry, (reminding one of a hen antid lier
chickens, when compi-aring tlieir sizes.)
Then aie couil detect hifgiways rinîsg
hereand thre,and also railroads piercing
thn couîntry in niny directions. Then
caip iargce towns, vst cities and even
simall country villages,and heyond ail this
lay iln plain sigit the ever hevig,e.tless

%vaste of waterm, formtting soame great
ocean.

I did not see this ail in a glance, but
only as it passed before our eyes in the
course oi the play. As each new scene
was displayed a newv set of actors tnok
their places on the stage, and acted, each
in hi& respective rae.

I shall tind it liard ta describe these
scenes as portrayed in the play, ati give
you but the faintest idea of it ail, yct vill
add the thoughts which filled mny own
miiind as each new scene and act was pre.
sented.

The first scene, after that of the break.
ing day, was a life-like representation of
a large city waking once more ta the joêy
and gladness, ta the sadness, sorrow and
suffering which combine ta make up the
stern realities of every day life. As this
scene passed froma our sigit we carefuilly
noticed the different aspects ofa great
humllan hive, wyhici we are pleased ta call
a city. This was indeed a striking scene!
Ve noticedl the wide and narrow streets,
vith their rows of costly buildings or
tumsble down houses and shops : ve satv
the great churches and faictories, Vare.
liouses and the varicus styles of sliops all
decoratei ta suit the particular class or
business ta which the occupant gave lis
attention. We saw theI busy throing of
human actors, each hending his steps ta.
vards saine particular point. It was the
broad square wierein stooid the imuxrket
place that presented the first tragedy of
the day. I was watchintg the different
stalls vith the buasy salesmsen offering
their wares ta the passersby,vhen sudden-
ly I notiaed a great commotion which I
satw a moment later was caused by two
large dray horses suddenly taking fright
and dashing off at a terrible rate a:ross
the square, scattering people in ail direc.
tions; as dos the autuin wind scatter the
loaves of the forest. Anyone w-ho lias
ever ivitnessed a sight o this kind does
not require a lengthy description of the
scene ta aid themn ta recall vividi recollec-
tions of the saine. 'l'lie frightenei pele.s.
trians running for safety, and shouting
lustily ta those near by ta do likewise,
and the frantic yells of the driver as le
vainly strives to recover his lost reins.
l'aster and faster go the lorses unîtil su.it
lenly they reach a sharp corner in a street
leading fromu the square. iIere the wagon
collidies with tlie curbstone :iand a street
.amp, te heorset are freed from the

wreckel dray in the twinkling of ian eye,
and htI ash oft lore furiously tian ever.,
vith tlcir broken harnes trailinîg behimi.l.

Sa mnucl for that ! 'liis is qiite a comîa.
tmln occrrence, and wortlhy of nothinig
m1ore thai a .iort notice in lte laily pe.

pers; buit as ta tie ilan whlso lisasin
and dying be.sile lais broken dray, iov
about. hiil? li thiis a coa:iion occtireieC


