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was ended, was accosted by Mr. John Ryland, Sr., who proposed that he
and another of the younger ministers present should each suggest a ques-
tion for general discussion. The question proposed by Carey was the
problem that was continually the subject of his study : ** Is not the com-
mand given to the apostles, to teach all nations, obligatory on all succeed-
ing ministers to the end of the world, sceing that the accompanying prom-
ise was of equal extent " Mr. Ryland impulsively replied, that certainly
nothing could be done before another Pentecost, when an effusion of
miraculous gifts, including the gift of tongues, would give effect to the
commission of Christ as &t first ; and he pronounced Carcy a most miser-
able enthusiast for asking such a question. This is the true version which
Mr. Morris, the minister at Clipstone, gives of that often-repeated but
somewhat sensational story, which represents Ryland as saying, ¢¢ Sit
down, young man ! ‘When God wants to convert the heathen, He will do
it without your help or mine I’ .

Carey’s first venture in openly giving utterauce to his great conviction
thus met such a rebuff that his modesty caused him no little abashment, if
not abasement ; but even mortification could not keep him from medita-
tion. And, though Ryland had jeered at him as an enthusiast, Fuller sym-
pathized with him and encouraged his convictions.

Moulton is the home most associated, perhaps, with Carey’s education
and preparation for his lifework.

And now Lgicester comes to the front. In 1789 he was invited to
the pastorate of Harvey Lanc Chapel, the same where Robert Hall preached.
The call was accepted, and he shortly afterward assumed this, his last pas-
torate in England, living in an humble cottage right opposite the chapel,
where visitors may now see the residence which he rented, substantially as
when he abode there. It has two stories and an attic, and but one living
room on cach story ; a very humble dwelling, indicative of the poverty
that again made necessary school teaching to help fill the half-empty larder.

If Moulton had been Carey’s school for personal training, Leicester was
the home where the missionary idea of erganization began to crystallize
into form. In 1791 the Association met at Clipstone, and there Mr. Sut-
cliff spoke on “ Jealousy for the Lord of Iosts,” and Mr. Fuller on * The
Pernicious Intluence of Delay in Religious Matters.”” Carey, who never
saw an opportunity that he did not embrace, urged that jealousy for the
Lord should make longer delay impossible in evangelizing the heathen ;
and so close was his application of the solemm truths they had heard to the
greal commission entrusted to the Church, that the socicty afterward
formed at Kettering would then and there have been organized had not
Sutcliff himself couuselled further ‘¢ delay”” for the purpose of more prayer-
ful consideration. Carey had, however, made so deep an impression that
he was urged to publish whatever he had thus far put in written form
upon the subject. There was a general feeling that he had a message
and a mission from God.
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