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and biographer, well says, his excellence consisted in a 1~ .uciation of him-
self and a compassionate love for mankind, DBut yet it wus not always so
with him, for in his case there was a marked turning to the service of
Christ—a time when, as in the case of Paul, it pleased God, who sep-
arated him to Ilimself and called him by His grace to reveal His Son in
him that he might preach Him among the heathen.

] Martyn was born at Truro, in Cornwall, on February 17th, 1781. His
father was John Martyn, who, from a humble position in connection with
some of the Cornish mines, had risen until he became a merchant’s clerk
in Truro. Henry, as well as his other brothers and sisters, was of a weak
physical constitntion ; all accounts tell ns he was a weak and ailing boy.
When he was seven years of age his father placed him at the grammar
school of the town, then taught by the Rev. Dr. Cardew, who found the
boy to be “ of alively, cheerful temper,’” and of excellent mental abilities,

At the age of fourteen he offered himself as candidate for a scholarship in
Oxford. The fact that he did so at so tender an age shows us ¢f how great
promise he was. DBut the prize fell to some one else. Iere is his own
comment upon this incident, written years afterward : ‘‘ In the autumn of
1795 my father, at the persuasion of many of his friends, sent me to Ox-
ford to be a candidate for the vacant scholarship at Corpus Christi. I
entered at no college, but had rooms at Exeter College by the interest of
Mr. Cole, the sub-rector. T passed the examination, I believe, tolerably
well, but was unsuccessful, having every reason to think that the decision
was impartial. Iad I remained and become a member of the University
at that time, as I should have done in case of success, the profligate
acquaintances 1 should have had there would have introduced me to scenes
of debauchery, in which I must, in all probability, from my extreme youth,
have sunk forever.”” This disappointment that befel him was overruled by
God both for his persona! advantage and also for the purpose of preserving
him to be a witness of the cross in far-off lands,

In 1797 he entered St. John’s College, Cambridge. Here he worked
with great diligence. Hitherto he had been a stranger to any experimental
or personal knowledge of salvation. There is an occasion recorded when,
carried away in a fit of passion as he sat at table, he threw a knife at one
of his companions who in some way had offended him. Fortunately the
knife failed to reach its mark ; this painful incident caused him most deep
regret and humiliation. A college friend atiempted to persuade him to
better things, and that even his reading should be with a view to the glory
of God. This advice, he says, ‘‘ seemed strange to me, but reasonable.”

The most powerful of those influences which affected him for the better
was that of one of his sisters at home, who lived a consistent servant of
Christ. She did not cease to urge upon her brother the supreme claims of
Christ. This she took special occasion to do during a visit home which
Henry paid at the time of a college vacation. But, as he writes in his
journal, he steadily resisted his sister, and paid no regard to his father’s



