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tics. They have no experience of practical government, and have no
notion of its responsibilities. The radicals are dangerous and must be
repressed.  IL the press and platform were not controlled, the people
would be inflamed by irresponsible politicians. Most of the people are
content, and the agitators are only ahandful. Itis better to repressafew
and thus preserve the peace.  Certain of the radicals plot, and men who
play with edged tools must not complain if theyarehurt.  The govern-
ment is repressive only as freedom is abused to the injury of the people.

Migsions have nothing to fear from either party. The present gov-
enment s friendly and has afforded every protection to missionaries.
1t has shown its good feeling in very many ways. It regards the Chris-
tianization of Japan as inevitable and as a part of the adoption of
Western civilization. It natwrally desires that religious work be kept
wholly distinet from politics. The Liberals are not less friendly. Scme
of their leading men are already professed Christians and all desive the
rapid extension of the religion of Christ.

The severely repressive measwres of last December are used as an
argament to strengthen the position of those men who are opposed to
the abolition of extra-territorial rights in Japan. It does not seem to
us that the question is involved at all.  The argument is that the gov-
ernment is irresponsible and not to be trasted. An imperial reseript
can change the laws without notice, and there is no gnarantee that the
modern system of legal procedure will enduxe.

The objection would have a show of force were there any party in
the empire desirous of re-cstablishing the old system of Asiatic and
fendal Japan. Ixtra-territoriality is justified when Europeans dwell
in barbarous and hostile lands. In China and Turkey the system is
necessary if foreigners are to dwell in those lands at all. In China
judicial procedure is crude and cruel, and in Turkey the Christians |
have no rights that Moslems are bound to respect. When foreigners
first went to Japan the same system was the nccessary condition of res-
idence.  Now all 1s changed; the law is no longer Asiatic, but has
become Evropean, and no one desires o return to the old ways.

The men in power rightfully refer to the history of the past years as
proof of their carnestness in Jhe adoption of Western civilization. And
as to guarantee, the treaties will be guaranteed by all the safeguards of .
treaties made between strong and weak powers. There is no danger ;
that the stability of the laws, that are the very reason for the abolition ‘
of the present extraordinary rights, will beendangered. The Japanese
proposals guard our rights in fullest measwre. Certainly no debate
within Japan as to the European model that is to be accepted there can

justifv the treaty powers in refusing u simple act of justice.  As Amer- o
1cans we naturally svmpathize with liberal politics and regret absolutist <
¢ tendencies.  But much as we prefer England to Germany; the questions
; at issue now in Jupan m no wise alter the fact thut foreigners in Japan o

should hienceforth subnut to Japanese laws,




