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tai and in the provinces, as nministcrs,
generals, viceroys or governers."1

Mention ouglit aiso to be mnade of
those. colonial dependencies of the
empire whichi are largely MehoIaim
medan, riz.: 1Kolo Nor' on thc sott
of Kansuhi, and on1 the West ail tiuai
part or Ili whilîi lies South of the
Tien Shan Mountains, anct w'here
are situated the noted eilît Mohiain-
niedan cities.

The following is an approxituate
estimate, in round numibers, of the
pr-esenti"Mohian; medaýn population of
China. Dr. Willianms says thiat,
north, of ilie Yang-tsz Kiang, thiere
are at îeast 10,000,000.

P. Darby De Thiersantgives ant esti-
mate, more particular-ly by provinces,
as foilows : Kansuhl, 8,350,000; Shten-
si, 0,500,000; Yunnan, 3,500,000 te
4,000,000 (thiis includes the savage
tribes who reside on tie f routiers of
Burmahi); Shalnsi, 50,000; Chlibli
250,000. Of iiese 100O,000 are in the
nciZg-iborhlood of Peig.Tere are
in the City deln nIesques, one near
the palace, vel.v 'beauttiful, built
opposite I lle imperial pavillons, in
honor of a M\oliamîniledanti queen,
whoni thie Eînperor Kien Lung es-
poused iu 1735. Slianitung.-, 2)00,000;
H1unan and H1upehi, 50,000; Kiangsi,
4,000; iaguand N'ganh'wui, 1.50,-
000; Kwangtutig, 21,000; Kwangsi,
15,000; Kîeca,40,000; Szehuet(n,
40,000; Honan, 200,000; ChAekziang
andi Fulilkien, 30,000. If we add te
thlese a probable estinliate of 800,000
for~ Keko Nor~ and the southiern part
cf Ili and talze the larger estimate for
the province of Yunnan, we have a
total of somewvlat more than 20,-
000,000.

Having givcnl a cursory View ef
the introduction of _Mohaininedanisi
iute hnan its subsequent history
iierçe, hîaving given statistics te show
its j)reseiit st.retgthi, we wili not yen-
ttrc te trend th)e dlelicatetgroiind of
profplicy, but leave otliers to au.1-
swer the question, Whiat in the future
is likzelày to he iUS influence iii ChIina.?

neting, liwever, somne facts whîch
hiave a bcarin- upon tic ansîver.

(1) Miahurnuedanismn in Cinia dees
1101 seýei te -ae ai ned its liunibers

ef t0-(hii iii (lirltLtV~tii e-
Seenit, for h1undrcds of yes fr~ont
Mohaîîiinîian fanlies. Tliîov hiave
nîutltiplied by a iiatural. increase.
Tihey aise add te their strengthi by
purchasiug-, iii tinies of famine or
otier catlitiiity, largre nunibers cf
chiilûren, wlioni thcyý brinir -Up accord-
în- te Ilhe (doctrines cf thieir religion.
Tliey have beert kznowvn, during a
simgle famine, to purchase 10,000.

(2) Thiey heold te thieir religion very
teilaciously, by whiclî is enly meant,
thant thiey dIo net easily leave tlieir

sc.The instances are rare wvhere
thiey beceine Christians. On the
c>thîer hîandl,tlhey-it seloosely on their-
foîufdations cf doctrine that thiey
find ne dilliculty ln geing threugh-
ail tlic fornis of tliecChinlese rituai
%vvhcn thley are appeintedl te office.
Tiey ea-zu worship the tabiet of thie
emiperer, but tlîey put the picture of
the Prophiet beindi( it.

(3.) Thiere deeS net seeni te be any
special antipathy agaiist them, en
the part of ciLiier rulers or people,
on accounit of thieir rlgosbelief.
They have often hield office and iàve
hiad nany favers graffted them. The
centests or. rebellions in whicli they
hiave been, frei time to lime, cou-
cerned Lave seenied moere likze imi-
ien!se clan figlits than any conten-
tion about religious belief. Thie
question lias beeni about dominion,
net about faith. Tiis is evidentfrem
thie tact thiat wvhen, in eue part cf
tie country, 'Mehamînedanis are en-
gaged ln a blowdy 1rb.elhion, those in
ohîer parts are net molested. Dur-
ing ic years of rebe.llion in the
north-west, ai-id aise iii Yuunau, Mo-
ianîcc1ans, under the very shadow

of the ilmperia-,l palace, livcd ivithout
thie least appearance of inolestation.
Thie ë reat clan figlît about a silver
inte in lunnan ceuld nleyer ia-ve
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