THE ORIGIN AND PROGRBESS OF PIIONRTIC LANGUAGR.

as have been projected, is to reduce the
primary signs to as few as possible, it
i3 seid about two hundred ; to make
thesesignsthe representativesof general
ideas; and to form all such particular
objects as birds, serpents, &kc. out of
the combination of them, It is obvious
that it is only by such a plan thata
language of symbols can attain to con-
venient expression; otherwise the re-
collection is perplexed end lost in the
multitude of particulars. Resting then
on the probawlity of the picture lan-
guage of Egypt, and of the countrics
to which it gave civilization and art, be-
mg in a great degree defective, as one
of the muin supports of my hypothesis,
I proceed to consider some causes that
might probably lead to the firstattempts
in forming a pictorial language repre-
senting sounds, and to others that
might probably lead to the cxtension
and general adoption of this phonetic
language.

‘T'he Pheenicians arc generally said to
have been the firstinventors of phonetic
writing, It will suit my desire of con-
deusing my ideas on the subject, to as-
sume that they were so. Let us then
see whatin Phenicia might have induc-
ed men to adopt the expedient, strange
m these days, of making pictures meet-
g the eye suggest sounds to the ear.

ThePhenicians were a trading nation.
They visited the whole coasts of the
great Mediterrancan, and trafficed with
all the fresh and numerous tribes that
gave life and energy to its then fertile
shores. They launchedbeyondit. Por-
tugal, France, and Britain bought from
them and sold to them. This is cer-
tain,  How much farther they may
have ventured 18 not known., Nowa
merchant is a great recorder; he wish-
¢s, indeed it is necessary for him, to
keep a note of all his transactions., To
keep such a record by means of the im-
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perfect picturo Janguage of the Egyp-
tiang, would be very difficult, in somo
cases impossible, ‘Take, for example,
2 proper name—the name of some indi-
vidual. Among people ofaprimitiverace
indeed names are geoerally significant
words, referring, like those of the In-
dians, to some occurrence in the life of
the individual, or like many of our own,
to some habit or accident belonging to
some of our ancestors. Such names
can be marked by pictures as weil as
other things. ‘I'he son of the Farrier,
the son of the man with the black locks,
his grandson, or so on, might easily be
represented by pictured signs. But
when we take words of a foreign lan-
guage, as they communicate to us noth-
ing but sound, we have no other idea
of thewn but of the sounds they give.
Thus, to a Phenician, such names a8
these, Cataline, Cmsar, Beremice, and
Penelope, would be incapable of being
directly represented by any signs.

To represent such names as these, in
some manser or other, might neverthe-
less be a matter of great importance to
him. Would it be impossible to do so?
I believe not. Let us suppose, for ex-
ample, that one of us knew nothing of
even the elements of our literature, the
alphabet, and that he yet had to keep
in memory such a name as Cataling:~
Might he not adopt the expedient which
children use in play, and by drawing a
representation of a caty #- eye and a
line, make out Catsline. In the same
way he might keep & note of such a
man as Czsar, by two characters repre-
senting to his conception the sea and
the air. Berenice might be, bee-wren-
ice-cye ; Penelope, pen-el-bop-pea ;
and by similar expedients, a liitle strain-
ed, he might sepresent in sounds, pro-
bably as pear as his language would
permit. all, or almost ally proper names
that he nught be desirous of recording.



