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as have been projected, is te reduco the
primflry signe to as few as possible, it
18 said about two hundred ; to ruake
thesecaigîîs tie rcpreseutativesofgenerai
idcas; aud to farmn al such particular
objects as birds, serpents, &b. out of
the combination of theni. It is obvious
that it is anly by sc a plan that a
hanguage af symbole eon attain ta con-
Vernent, expression-. otherwiso the te-
collection je perp]oxcd and lost in the
multitude of particulars. Resting thon
on the probability of the picture hin-
guage af Egypt,' and of tlic countries
ta whichi it gave civilization ana art, bc-
irýg in a great degree doiectivo, as one
af the main supports of mny hypothesis,
1 procced ta consider somne causes that
might probably load ta theofirstattempts
i farming a pictorial language relire-

aentirig souuids, aud ta othors that
might, probably lcad to the extension
anid genoral adoption of this phonetie
lauguage.

'l'ie PhoenicianF arc gcnorally said ta
have been the first inventors of phonctic
îvriting. It iili suit my desire of con-
deusing my ideas on the subject, to as-
suxco that thcy wore so. Lot us then
sec wvlat iii Phoenicia xuight have indue-
cd muen ta adopt the expedieut, strange
mi these days, of înaking pictures meet-
uîg" the cye suggost soulids ta the car.

TliePhoenicians %wcre a trading nation.
They visited the whole coats af the
great MledLterranean, snd traficed witlt
ail the fresli and numerous tribes that
gave life sud euergy ta its then fertile
shiores. They launched beyoud it. Par-
tugal, France,, aud J3ritain baught from
iliem and soid ta thiom. This is cer-
tain. flow mauch farther they uîsy
have veutured us nat knowu. Nawv a

perfect pictura ]anguage af the Egyp-
tiausr, would bc very difficult, in semao
cases impassible. Take, for exaemple,
a praper namc--thie namne afisome idi-
vidual. Auiongpeople oas primitive race
iudeed naines arc geceraily signifucant
wvords, rcierriuug, like those ai tue In-
<lians, ta some occurrence iu the lueé af
the lidividuai, or lil<e mnany ai aur own,
ta some habit or accident belooging tu
samne ai aur ancestors. Such naines
can ho markcd by -pictures s wcil as
other thîings. 'l'le sou ai the Farrier,
the son ai the nman with the black lacl<s,
his granduiau, or so on, ruight, casivy be
rcprcseuted by pictured signe. But
îvhen wve take wvords ofai soreign Ian-
guage, as tiiey communicate ta us flotîl-
ing but eound, wvc have no other ides
of' theun but oflic e ounds tlîey give.
Thus, ta a PhSoeician, such namnes as
theso, Cataline, Coesar, Bercuice, and
Penelape, ivotild ho incapable of bebig
dircctly reprcsented by auy signe.

Ta represeut such naines as these, in
same niannor or othier, znightnxevcrthe-
less be a matter of groat imfportance ta
hini. Vauld it beimpossible tado sol
1 believe nat. Lot us suppase, for ex-
ample, that anc af us kuewv nothiug af
even the cloments afaOur Eteraturc, tue
alphabet, aud that lie yet had ta keep
in memnory such a Dame as Catalin:-
Might he net adopt the expodiont wbich
childrcn use in pîsy, sud by drawiug a
representation af a cat, r- eyie and a
lino, make out Cstaliiie. In the saine
way ho miglit keep s nate af such a
mran as Coesar, by twva charseters repre-
sonting ta hie conceptian the ses, and
thc air. Berenice zuight ho, bee-Nvien-
ice-cye ; Pcnelape, pen-ei-hop-pea ;
sud by eimilarexpedieuts, a hittie stra lu-

Merchant is a great recarder; he ivish- cd, lic suighît represent in sounds, pro-
es, indeed it i necessary for lm, ta bably as near as lis language ivould
kcep a nate oi ail hie transactions. To permit, all, or aimast nil, proper cames
hecp such s recard by means ai tlue iiii- tiiot lie uught be desiraus ef rcnrding.


