
'HE PRESBYTERIAN.

la bis innocent aniusieînrits is net veîy
likoley te turn ont the svorst scholar Ili is
class. StilI xve caritiet butt reinark. titat
your zeal sheulti rite it *ils ferveur la pr'o-
portion te the imtportanice cf the tieties.
Bub te retura I: ltrito mani uiccive iiseli
ia thinking that lie cari aet powenfully li
lus fellow-meii if las hbeart bc cold Io itent,
anti if lie 1)0 ladiffloreot to iîis subjeet. 1
say coldness cf henrt, for titis is the cvii
wvhichi mars s0 machel goti, as it sufficiently
accounts for tlîat colliîss of inanrîer-vviîci
spoils the nie(lint Iet\vixt in, titi anti mind.
It bas tîfeît heeri mater cf c.bagîiît andi
astoiiment to tîte acconupbisltet speaker
-ac.coniphîlshcîl iii ail respects but l cine
-hio% itis elabarate anti hîglitly polisîtet
adtiress producoti ne other eiect than a
colti cernplimen~t to bis taste anti scitelan-
ship. It coulti producc iiotiig morc,
it wvanted eartie-triess, il. toucheti net tue
heart. A wax ligure mnay hoe perfeC ini
ail ils parts, nrtistic.ally anl object cf taste,
but nieyer Cati i te an bj ct et' love, lf w i t
waaits te wvariiith anid hîeauty cf litèe. But
thoen, reniehlber, il iitiîst ho truc îîatuîai
life, net the galvaniseti ýifo cf an atTecteti
earnestness, vviîicli is even more iditocs
itan tue stiinîess anti coltiness cf death.
Anti it inighît be weli for certain persons te
consitier Ilînt imitation, wbleli bias iii itt i
vilenss cf faisehîcet, anila awy
liard task te perform, bias aorne harder than
w'iien it allempts t) pas;s ci tue false for
the truc la eii-nestiiess. As titis is not
very dificuit te delect, se ilis peculiarly
offensive. Nor isit uîtivortliy cf renank,
that ia thle mysteriotus commtuniton cf ntind
-Ilith mmid ail olni ty foî'ns cf latiu age
cari but i nnperk'civ.whtltt bhe aliu r

ca nestn ess, unîfoiti t0 teoîre su btluc iteili -
incrs anti tlle mîore exqîisite feehittgs ci
t he soul. T[bis i s iti deeti 1t grandit
lrîterl)ret)i of xhit lies ticopest ini tue
hutnia n lieart ; tor il nol onilv thîrowý
oui nicor staties cf rncaning titat mne
woerts can utter, huit îItai-L- Ini lte heoeîin
<of tlb ee veu adduiess liainus of tiîeuglt andi
letrotion bvenul lte p)ower cf a ceiti ex-
pression cf iaîigta!rc tut aivaken. 1L ils 10)

thi- more wvortis spokier by a gelteral al
thie bond of lus anîîy, wthcn i/me dtcisicý
inom.ent hIrs cerne, buit ilite burîinr ear-
îiestness cf.,euil with liic tltey are to'er
CdI tbat tluchles as ait ciicspalnk ItoI
t houisaiid bosotis iii a moom ent, antidae
the most ordinnry seitiior an iniviacIiîb
boreo. But ibhis is j ust as t hue, aIllîcuji nu

ti S1rIikintflyý sce, in i 1tile otiier telaluton
cf lirfe ii tcii ich te 0iti cf otue Ire
is breotîghîlt ellectivclyv t bear on the iiid
cf others.

Lt %vere a great rnilake, however, t
nuppîose tai earneîstiies:; cati caly exer
ils influenîce on oîher îniftd, wheil aide.
by voice, hock anti gestutre. If wriîte
titetglit is greatly te initerest an tii ive th
iteart, il mUStL ho titcrotigily îral>ued vvit

earosttis. Tis is itidjeeti te chui
quallty whiiiýc aesbiai striking duicie
enrce betwixb Ille productions cf inen m-erE

lv cf talent, andi the far igllier productions
()f me n cf genîius. That it is ai least an
essential elemeat iri every wverk of gerîius,
no cone wvill doubt. la atiressiiîg Ille
scholars of a iiterary institution, it is un-
îîecess5ary. to do more titan mercly bînt
titat this i*s one cf the grand excellencies

iii the cboicest productions cf tue Grcek.
m iiad. ILt is singular with wliat readiness
you forgive ail the creduiîy cf IIcî'olotus,
as you listen Wtb deliglit te the oli hiýsto-
rian teiling you wvlli cildllLte siinul)llClty
ail thiat tiiey saîid te hlmiiiIi Egypt anti
elsewieî'e :you sec that lic se eanaestly
believes ail titat lie stateS tiret Y'ou have
ne heurt te cross-question lu aii. But,
while a simple eaîîîestness is a promineat
characteristic in ail] te iliglier p)roductions
cf (3reeiaii gcnius, it ls secît in noue la
sueci beauty anid force as ili the more anl-
cient pieceï of the dramia. Most critics

aeno\w atireed that the beýst cf the Greek
tragedies canniot on Ilite wbole be cein-
paîcti te iîarîy pje'e cf the saine sort cf
compositîin tu)Ile Eii- ongue. Ail-
dlent Grecce biat enough to be proui etf,
althoudi she produced ne ýShakspeare.
Yet how easîiy do ycu overleok Ilite aw-
wardness cf the plot, anti barrenness cf
incident, anti the inaumierabie absurdities
cf the Grock draina, as you gel, catranceti
wiîh, te deep wail cf earaestaess titat
breaks oit yotur car from the heart cf evcry
speaker la the piece. You rnust go to
tue Bock cf Job, or cther portionîs cf the
Bible, te firîd anybhing more grandiy car-
nest titan you fini Ili soiue cf Ille Greek
plays. One ceases to woîtder that a peo-
p)le who liati earnesiness cf seul te pioduce
andi rellisi 1uch wverks ceuiti dare, aIs tey
titi, te bar Ilite Strait cf Thiterînpylae andi
te tight anti gain lte i)attie cf Marathon.

But, indeeti, is itot simple earaezwlaess
the very seul of aIl gooti poutrty ? A pocin
may waiît many graces whiciî tue philo-
scphic criiic rnay desiderate, andi the wanl
cf whicb lie laîneits ; but, if it Nyaats ear-
nestiless, it requi res îîct tle eye oi tbe cnit-
ic, but oniy lte siticre hecart cf tue tsial-

>1pleslý rentier, te detect lis deficiencies anti
disowa i as orihs.Even the niost
cttiuiiiry therne beccînes interestiii<' Whefl
tho strings cf the poel's lyre are struck i)y
te îbrobbitigs cf bis hennI. lleiîce those
prosaic tîteitos celebraleti by Cowper arc

sliste nedti t by pensons cf the niost finishied.
titste %vith exquisit3 dehiglit. Ilis carnest

tseul enuivens andt beauti lies ail tha t itoîuch-
s Jes. Yoon listent, believe anti arc citarmeti,

for y-ou iiistiiacîively ficil tîto wvamttbl cf 1a
nheart greatly sincere, as it, cornes ini con-

tact wil'n vours. Titis inight be sill more
tfoncibly illustrated. by neferring, you le, a

t povt cf' a fur iibr order o>f genlus titan
d evea Cowper, a peet svhose ame is neyer
Il heurd by the car of a Scotchman la thE
e Most distant landi te whichli e Mnay wantlei

h 1hu glowv cf national pride, yet nevei
>futteneti by aay alan cf piety without e

p3infuis8igh. XVhether Buras took foi
lu bs ubject-fur you perceive il is le bini

I refer-thec moral beaulles of a cotters!
fied, ait uiihoused mnouse on a w~inier

day, or a ih(untain daisy tomn rp by tli,
ploughi, his earnest soui threw such touches
of beauty into bis therte as have charmeti
right-lîeartedm inl ail parts of the wvorld.
MNuch good writing inay assurcdly be pro-
duceti by cold-hearted mcn of mere talent
and learrîing, but let ne mani attelnpt to
Write poetry unless he bc terriblv in eariiest.
If this gives to prose onle of its highiemt
exceilencies, poelry hias no excellence
wvîlhout it. iEarii*stnes,,. Ekle charity,
briogs int view many hitiden graces, w'bilc
ini composition it conceals a multitude of
SU IS.

But, if this quality of mmiid be such a
powerfui aid te written and spoken
thought, it is an auxiliary not less pow-
erful to the performance of those actions
wbich demnand much seltf-deiiial and severe
and long-protracteti labour. It is the man
wvho prosecutes an object with uatiring
ardour wlîo rnay hope to succeeti. ladeeti
ilnrergv; of ciiaractei' heits out Ille prospect
of suécess la anîy uridertaki ng whichl la
the nature of thintgs Is possible. Nor lias
it l)een scidoru ilat the energetic have
acicved what to the feeble andi vacil-
lating is impossible. But, altilough the
energy that can bear the tear and wvear
of severe and long tou imiplies coasiderable
strengtil of ail the mental facuities, yet

you cani hardly ever-estimate the iruPOr-
tance of ardent zeai lin producing andi
sustaining it. If you are to bc successýful
andi rseflul, you must lay your accounit
by many dimfculties, which must be caimnly
inet andi resolutely over corne la life.

I hope Io the yeuil i., of unspeakable value;
buit let it iîet paiît tlle Jouriney cf liiè as

asnooth patit, along- which you are te
be borne la a lialt-dnteamry repose, andi
at every stage of the rond gala your objeet
by faint wishes andi fainter efforts. ODur
worlid wiîii ils nuniberless confusions andi
miseries froin foliy anîd sin dinarits front

ail who woulti elther reforn iIt or pass
th rougi' it xvit h salety, net only sotîrît
principies but inuci leoergy of char-
acter. 1-ndeed ii a0 reat discovery bas
*ever beleiln ati, rne benefic'ial change
wreuglht ut iii Ille condi tions cf s0ciely,
but by earnest anti energetio labourers.
Copernictis, Tycho Brabie anti Kepler
wvere ail ardent pioneers la that science
%vhich the great and, eariîest genitis cf
* ewîon perfeeted. Arkwr«ggbt and Watt
made titeir woriîler*ful rnecbnîical djpscov-
cries by an ardent investigation of vari-

* us princîples ef science, ant iiborlous
experiment la the application of these.
Men haif-asleep may dream cf discoverie,
but it is the man fuily awake who mialces

* hem. No peet,"I with eye ia fine frenzy
rolling," was ever more in earaest thani
the explerimentai philosopher Probing na-

*ture fer aniotîter of bier preciens secrets.
But the truth of tlîid general view ac-

quires ils mnost lumiacus iillustrations whcnt
k we turn te thoLe mnca Who have beeri the


