Yoses erid to hie disciplea, Whom do you bay

that l an §

Siman DPetac answered and said @
tha Son of the living God.

Thou att Christ

And Josus answenina, and to him : Dlessed an
thout Simon Barsdora - betange ttexh and bluad biah
not revealed it to theo, butmy father who s in heaven,
AND ] 8AY TOo THAE . THAT Tuwy aRT Peigr; aAnp
vpeN THIS RocK 1 wiLL BujLp My Cnunen, aND 3RE
@ACES OF NXLL SUALL NVT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.

¢

Aso X s1ALL 03ve co THEE:rus Kevsor toe King.

-

ranasg:

- Was anything concealed fram Pusgr, who was
styled the Rocg on which the Church Aas built, whe
reccived the Kovs ofthe Kingdom of Hewven, aad the
sawer of lousing and binding in Heaveu and on carthty
~I'erTULLIAN Prosorip xxu, .

*‘Pliers 18 uae Gad, snd une Chureh. and ono Chajy
founded by thy voice of the Lard vron Perer. That
any ather Altay be erected, or a aew Presthuod esta-
bk, besides that obe Alar, and ono Priesthood,
isinpossible.  Whusoever rathers elsewhere, scatter
Whetever is devised by howayy frenzy, in violation of
the Diviue Ordinance, iy adulierous, iwmpious, sacsiles
givus =St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem, :

« Alf of 1hem remaining milent, for the doctring was
beyand the reach of man, Perer the Prince of ¢
Apastles and the supreme herald of the Church, n

oM oF .‘lfuv;s, And whatgeever thou shalt land

apon éarth, it ghall be
edavor o shalt loasé on ¢
horvéa.” Sy Matthiw ixv?, 1510,

iy [ L '

), it shall be bmm"l alsain heaven : and w

wle shall be loosed alsp in

1at-

fol'vw ing his own nventons, nor peranaded by humnss
reasoning, but eohghtened by the:I ather, says W
Wim: Thou art Christ, and not thisaluaa, but the Son
ofvthe living God.—St. Cyrl of Jerusal. Cat. xi. I ¢
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* ¥'6 ghotv-With-What reason the opening tmind’
of-¢hildien: might recognise the goodicas of-
their Creator in thé care which e Catholic.
Church had ever taken to preserve them from
th6 petila and erils-of all kinds to which the
aficient world'arid the preatest ofits philusuphers
tid Tefithem exposed, is atask that has oceus
pied miany authors. The hollow brazen image
of Molbeh st Tophet, in thé valley of Hinnom,
an whith who Canaanitesuffered a child in honour
oftheir infamous idul ; the temple of Juno on
the rock near Hierapolis, where parents desiroyed
their childrén by precipitating them in sacks
from the sammit, in hanour of the paddess ; the
oountain-of Abn:Dilama, rear Meeea, where
the ‘Arihs used to-Lury alive their female child?
ren ; Mount Tagetus, at the base of which the
Suartans exposed their weak or defurmed chitd-
ten to perish in tho caverns ; the stutne of
Saturn 2t Carthage, in honour of which at one
timo two hundred children were buried alive :
the osior atatdes, which ustd to receive to the
sime hosrible death the childeen of the pagan
Germaas, \ho used also 1w exposa them ; the
Velabrum, ncardunnt-Aventine, the wmonth of:
tho cloaca waxima of Targuin, where every
anight liédps af childeen used to be thrown tu
perish, svine Yeing caught up by sorcerers for
their'rites, and aihers by ‘the mendicants, whom
Sencea, coolly describes carrging them away
their obscure dwellings, where, by mutilation
at distocation of their limbs, they vsed to render
them bjects of horror, 10 eXcite commisseration,
afid.derive profit from their deplorabide apnear-
ance® ; the laws of the twelve tables, which
even required that such sufants as were weak or
deformed should he put to death ; the dactrines
af the philosophers, wha with Plato himself -all
comminded or authurized infanticide j—then
dfe’s'cending to times posterior to the great deliver-
ance, and visiting the varions nations not yet
répencrated by the Gospel,—the custom of the
KLmerican tribe, which exnctioned the strangling
n{'childrcn by. their fathers 'thesacrifice of their
first-born to the san ; the tortus and Imnislauon
of children. forahe sake ofa good harvest; the
v of their blond and particles of their flcsh as
manuro lq'in'aprove the soil, as in the province of
B_!ud.ras;_lhc continned value attached to their
Llopd by the professurs of magic.as in the pagan
days of Rome, where the magicians used to
«£opajt to Mount Esquiline to colieet the exposed
<hitdren for the sake of cumpising with their
blgal drauglis and even baths 5 the murder of
delicate or doformed cluldren, according 1o the
ausioms of Aftica, of India, of the Oceana, of
China 3 in fine, confining on vicws 10 the nations
where heresy has weakened ac destroyed the
principles of the ancienl Cathalic civilization, the
slow but no less surg destraction tv which chil-
dro. arc doomed in manufactories, and the num-
bors that are’ aanually put to death sinco fhe'
sappicssion of the Catholic provisiung against
Mfanticide by the sophists who have legislated
for.other nations :—all thesa attest the extent

ubtained by merely referring to what the stran.
‘of Naney, had-collected when founding bis ine

vion of infaats in*Chida and oiher. idolatrous
‘countiies.* Local traditions and invfumerable
instances in confirmation-of the universality of
the evil might eanly be added from the monu-
ments of Européan listory. The inhabitants-of
Arles, before the coming of St. Trophime, are
said, in ordec to appease: their gods, to have
sacraficed annually, on the first of May, three
children, who had ‘been ' carefully nounshed
doring a year-by the governor uf tho city ; and
the altar that received their dlood is still to be
scen there®, 1t was intlie year 315 that the
first Christiaw omperor, by a general edict, comn-
prising Africa and haly, prohibited.the sale and
exposition of children, and required the treasury
to cqme to the assistance »f such parents a2
were oo poar to nourish theic own childrert.
The Church dul nut rest there. Even in 3
lute age we read of holy legates proceeding to
Poland and 1o Prussia, charged by her to sup-
press the atvacions customs of the papulation,
atcording to which numbers of female children,
and those of weakly constitution, used to bo put
wdenth,  But without leaving Vhe nwost favored
countries, et us observe how the protective-jg-
gisktion of the Churcly, watching uver the hie
and liberty of vhildren, dates every where from

The right of inflicting death taken fiom the pa-
rents § the right of inheritance und of clusing s
minority secured to the child ; condemnation of
the philusopliers wha'edvocmed ifanticide before
and after birth § long years of public penance
and peipetual jnpnsonment enacied  against
thuse who caused the death of childzen ; death
against those who stole them :—such wero the
resulis of the holy canons thranghout the Roman
einpite.  ‘Then, alier i1s dixsofution, the codes
of the convered barharians pursue the same ob-
jeets, 'I'he Salic, German, Anglo-Saxau, and
uther laws, evince the hke solicuude. The ce-
lebrated wriat of the Gueax de Vernon praves
that death was the penaity for Bohemian wen-
dicants wha stele ‘chitdren, and mutdated them
after the ancient mannerd.

It would be curious ta follow the legislaticn
of the Church with a view 10 observe traces of
her solicitude in watching over the interests,
safery, health, and even recreations of children
Oune connctl decrees, that if a nother should
lcavo bier infant near the fire, and znother per-
son should *pill boiling water on 3%, oz cause 1s
deaih, the tother was to do peasnco for her
nealigence, while the cther person was o depast
with Tinpuniny§. :

Insutitiuns of merey soon Tose to ca opérate’
vith this protective legisldtion, and 1o provide
for the safely and freedom of childrea. Buhes
that are commended strangely to some plsce
where chance may nurse or eud them, she takes
up, apd finds these who wiil nunture e as
their own for the love of our Redeemer. The
uew privilege was beautifolly expressed hy Da-
theus, the priest of Milar, who {n'787 erected a
foundling hospital in that city, whcro he ordain-
‘ed that the children should be taught some trads,
and that at the age of cight years ‘ihey ahould

of tho material hencfit cunferred on children biibhe cmancipated fiom all sersitude, frco to depart

tho Redeomer, and coasequently of the ateeactito
fares which should bind them in fidelity ¥ his
Cburch. Gautno has developed this thome with
much eradition} ; but sufficient dezails might v%]

w————

. ® Senoz2a, Controvlib v.33.

Hist de Ju Saciete Domestique, on Jaflaencet.

and dwell wherever they chuose.’

# * Du Port, st dti T'Eglisa 4’Avles, 49.

t Troplong de I’futluence du Chnstiamsno wr
le Dsmt Cieil des Romains, 274, ’
¢ 1 Gaumge, Hist do Ia Faunlle, P31 ¢ 13,

1§ Conucl T'ribur 6 37, ap Regin. Abd Prom

da Christisnisme sur 12 Famiile.

igét"s lale.lamented friend, the venérablo Bishop

istitution of the holy chiléhdod for the redemp:};

the mowent when ehie acguited ciril power.—¥

* Sancte, memento, ‘Dens, quia condidit
Natheus

~Haneatlam miseris anxflio pueris.’

Such waé his simple ‘and éublime episaph,

‘The wliole eccond hook of.tho great wosk by
‘Antonio de Gucvata, the Spanish bishop, is oc-
cupied ith instructing mathers, rurses, and
gascrnesses, and -denouncing the abnses which
endangerihe health of infants, and the interests
of the teatier ohjccts placed under their care.—
We might ainost suppose that this hoely and il
lustrious §ishop had devoted his care exclusively
to tho numaery®.  And in like manner tho ten-
derest regard fur children breathes in the mo-
nastic code.

* Cluldien il the ago of fifieen,! s3ys the role
of St. Beuediet, must be treated with diseretion
and no one should act with rigour towards thens,
tecause it is watien, * Quod tibi non vis fieri, ali
ne fecerist.’ ' Ouly on 1luly Saturday would
the Church permit cjnldren in monasteries 1o
fast.; and therefore lanfranc, saving that on
that day after mass thie bells should be rung for
vespers, adds, * Yadasat infutes ad refectonutn,
si qui adeo parvi suni, ut usque pust vesperas
expectare non possund.’ ladeed such tdul
gence was but & traduion of the spint which ani:
mated the patriarch of the western nwuks. In
the great Spanish cironicle of the Benedictine
order, there is a chapter under the utle * St
Beneaicius it auxilio tencre staud,' i wiich
wany instances are giver of the supernatural aid
vouchsafed to children and to boys in Spaw
through the singular love which the glonoeus
futher always cutertained for them.  And here o
levely avenue reveals the Catholie Churehr 35
again coming with e tenderness ond fervobr of
a real wother 10 the help of thuse poor childien
who had fallen inte the hands of the Sarasius.—
The glarivus ordess of vur Lady of Merey od
of the Trinitariane were her fustrnments 1o te-
decm children and vouths, with an especial re
gard 1o the superior clsim which they derived
frwtn tlie peculiar danger and suffering o their
age. ‘The Fathers of the Order of Merey, in
their great histary, observe that * children and
womcn, {Tom being mote particularly exposed to
various dangess, were always the chief ubjects
of solicitude with the Fathers of Redempidon *
Under the role of Francis de Ribera, the num-
Lets of young clnldren and women ransuned,
they say, were immense. They give the full
tatalogue: of .those redeemed in 1615, whose
agces varied from nine to fifieen, the country,
town, or villsze of cach being also specified.—
Ta the year 1601, after the general pracessinn of
the returned slaves at Seville, Fatlier DBernal
ascended-the pulpit, and after deserding the
snflerings of ahio slaves in Tunis, he.tuld the
peoplethat be wasto have remained .in hostage
for:theawenty -children whom they had scen
walkhat dagz,-but-thas the King of Morroco had
Lecen so generous as to 2llow him to return with
them to -demand the moncy. lc told them,
therofore, that hie was determined to rcturn i
mediately, if they ¢id not comne forward 1o
supply-lim-with the eum required. Tho as-
sembly was so moved, that he received the same
day more than sufficicn: to. pay the ransom of
the children.

This peculiay solicituda for the young gave
rise to an iacident-which the Fah+:s 1ccord as
miraculous : fur Jesus Christ, in tho form of a
hoy-alave, was thought to have served-mass one
day.for St Peter Paschasius, or Paschal. This
— o

* L'{lotloge dra'Princes.  § Ilep e 70.

1 Decrota pro 0:d S Bea op Thomassio Trai-
te des Jounés, §i §3.

iste

Aia 10

father had ransamed and eent home to Spain’ all
the hoy-slavés ihat used th servo Lifs ‘mase 3 ond
fearing he shold Kase no ono’ 1o serve at:(heé

| altat, he wenr into the Matémores to+pray - somet

captive to discharge that officé, when 'a ¢hild
about'four-years of age presented himself, who.
hie had néver seen hefore, and” whum afler thel
holy sacrafice he had never seen more®.

The Fathers observe that they decmed *ho
pocuniary sacrifice v great to yprosecute tha
work of ransoming the children. - Déscribidg
nné jirocession of redeemed sldves, thoy ddy
that tke gitls and boys that appeared: in <, ‘R
alio the women, hiad been‘ransomed at an éxcesd
sive price, though sume of these innocdnts wird
stitlin aims. Speaking of the childron:'raw
somed in the years 1671 and 1675, they Especil§
the price which they had pai¢ for each. Jéeeph
Rodrigues, of Cudiz, aged twelve yeats,” cost
346 crowns.  {hego Hernandes, born at Algicts,
aged six, cost £22 ermwwns.  Juseph de la Bay-
reere de- Ribadescella aged fifteen cdst 400
crowns,  Antono Guovarte Maillorquin, agéd
fifteen, cost 857 crowus ; lus brother, Pedto
Gnovarte, aoed fouricen, cost 357 crowns.—
Lowiza Beeiez, of Flanders, co<t 199 crowns.
Mary Rodugues de Tuynee, in Algiers, still ‘8t
ihe hresst, cost 200 crowas. o

We have no right w expect thal children’
shoald be shie ta rerognise those niaterial bene-~
18 whiels they denve fram the Caiholie religion,’
of which they ean now in general Row nothingy:
hut thatilere is stuill, i the alsence of a2 syste-
inatic and vielest hindrance, a certanrinstructive:
reverency foe the Chureh to be discerned ‘in
ihamn, aribing ftom soine spiritial mysteriods
snurce. 15 3 fact which daily observation-and thie
terrar ol her udversanes must place beyond all
nuestion, R

“Ihe child of liector recoiled in alarm frofn
. L]

the cinhraces uf his armed father : :

But fram the cnibraces of the Catholic Chuteli’
the true  Folnia mder, even, in"* her
west sorrowfal moments thelaron Rata dakru
Cheousa, no child left 1w its otwn sweet nature
has ever yet heen seen to vecoil 5 for bc’si.d.e,s
that the sprrit of those xho represent her, like
genius, luves 1o caress little things, to sing the’
sungs of children, 10 talk not always of kings and
magnats, atma viramaque cano, hut much ofter,.
sweezly and wisely, of what is "humbié aud} ‘te:
appearance, puenle,—in regard 1o all 'sq’rrﬂ"‘und;-;
ing ubjects 30d selatians, before a clxild’.s'a\éil.;a'{
ning intelliceace Catholicism'stands full'in yiew ;!
juvested with infinte charms. 0, how its gofy
«smiles atzact the zoult os light lures Wwinged”
mscers through the lampless zie” low ‘does
the very aspect of the Church jtsclf sjéak 16"{He
child’s ot stripling’s soul'? ‘There,, even morg,

L] . - . o Y -
than under heaven’s canopy, will xcrc)rcncq!aecnz?
. . %

\, .
an wstinet of its nature.

¥ There et him breathe his matin thoughe
Of pure unconscions lave, Y
There taste the dew by angels broughs ..
1n silence from abovet. - i3
*® Hist do 1'0rd de Ia Merey 195, s
% Lyra {on. ",
.. . ° \
Conversions.—The Res. 3-A Stewart, Reeser
of Vange, Essex, was admitted a-member of the:
Roman Catholic .Church on the 21t ulte=Bell’s.
Weekly Messenger. o
Amungst the recent converts-to. Catholicity ig
Miss Anderson,.a lady of great intelligenco,. in.
Tdinburgh;, whose conversion.waa happily deter
inined by the magicrly arpaments in favonz of

the ancient Faith, in O°Neill-Daont's sdmirabls

a
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Da Ectles-Diacip libii 223,



