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by Act of Parhament, to eftace, fur ever, 11 possillo, the Ca | against the tithos, and the land, aud the ublations , thay fiad wu-
&Iv protesied against their being in hands other thaa thmr own

‘F'he Catholic religion wos idolatrons and damnable, hot they
powerful, motive for making the Protestant Church, ** as by Jaw ' saw nothing cuther sdulatrous gr damnable, in tho lands, the
established.” If men had been left without any luw to compel  tithes, and the oblations. ‘F'hese, therefure, they resvlved to
thom to submit to any purticular church, they who had never]keep, hut to keep them, they must have another Cliurch, and
had an idea of tithes, oblations, or Church land rents, payable]to tha: Churcle all must vield tithes aud oblations, however con-
to mere lnymen, never could have long submitted to such “pay- | trary its creed might be to the faith which the Seriptures 1aught

tholic religion in Fngland. And Parsons, ook ot the thung
well ; for here you will find the first, the great, and the all

mont,
Henry the Eyglith, could heve induced them to submit to this
It was theiefure necessary to make another Church; and to
give to that Church all the powers, al} the exclusive benefits, all
the protection, and all the advantages, necessary to make 1t a

valuable thing to these who would necessarily hiave its paironage !

exclusively in their hands.

Witk these motives in their minds, and these objects hefore
them, the nobility, the powerful gentry, to name them by cne
word, the aristocracy, having got nd of the old;tyrant, and his
mongrel Catholic religion, resolved to make a new Church, as
by law, and a Protestant Church, 1n order that the Pope might
never come and instigate the people to make them restore the
landed ostates and the tithes, which they had got into their pos.
session by grants from the barbarous old tyrant. In their exe-
cution of this design the nation witnessed scrnes never before

Nothing but tho axes and tho halters, and the fires of | them to adupt, or winch they had been taught by their fathoers

from generation to peneration.  The preamble of tho Act of
Parhament (15t oud 2ad Fdward tho Sixth) tells us, that ** the
king in his great goodness, has . jumnicd the Aschbishop of
Canterbury (Cranmer,) and others, to diaw,and male, one meet
order, rite, and fashion, of conimon and open prayer, and Ad-
ministration of Sacraments, to be had, and used, n Ilis Majes-
ty's realim of England and Wales, the winch. at this time, by
aid of the Holy Ghost, with one anmform agrecment 13 of them
concluded, set forth, and delivered to Ilis Highness' (eleven
years of ago,) * to his great comfurt, and quietness of mind, in-
tituled, The Baok of Commor Prayer 1nd Admimstration of the
Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremomes of the Church,
after the use of the Church of ¥ngland. Wherefore, the Lord's

Spintual and Temporal in this present Parhiament assembled,
consulering, as will the most godly travel of the king's lugh-

witnessed in the world 5 such 1nsincerity ; such barefaced apos-|ness™ (cleven years of age,) *“of the Lord Protcctor, and of
tiey ; such greediness ; such injustice . such defiance of every | other, his Highness's couneil, in guthuning, and collecting the
gentiment of morahty, und every sentiment of religion; snch | said Archbishop anl learned men togeth: -, as the godly pray-
prostration of character ; as cannot be described by tongue, or,ers, nghts, and Ceremenies in the smd ook mentioned ; and
pen, except in faithiully relating the facts , and it wonld he wige | the considerations of alte.ing thuze things which he altered, and

in you, Parsons, never to direct our eyes back to the ongin of
this Chureh, as by law established. The Catholics assert that
their Church originated with Christ and his A postles; yvours
ariginated with the aristocracy of England, whose conduct in
the making of this Church, we have now to survey ; we have
now 1o look at it in its true colours, be the effects 1n our minds
what they may.

The motives for making the Church 1 have described; and
now we have to see something of the manner of making 1t.—
‘T'he first step was by the act of Parhament, Ist year of Edward
the Sixth, chapter 1'; and 1 the year 1517, 1'tus is an act to
punish people for speaking irreverently agains' the sacrament
taken in both kinds, which was contrary to the pracuce of
the Catholic Charch. ‘F'he preamule of the Act tells us that
this new practice had been ndiculed by the neople **in dia-
logues, rhymes, songs, plays, and jests.’” ‘The sharers of the
spoil of the Church and the poor were by no means disposed
to suffer songn and jests upon the subject. They, therefore,
cnacted that these rhymsters and singers should suffer *¢im-
prisonment of their bodies, and fines, at the king’s will and
pleasure.” ‘Though this was wholly a new thing; quite con-
trary to the faith and practice of the peaple and their forefathers
for ning hundred years ‘- a new invention, oversetting the maii
pillar of their faith. This monstrous severity was followed hy
an enactment, giving a new interpretation to the Holy Secrip-
tures, and containing an assertion laid down by mere laymen,
that both the bread and the wine were to be taken. Bul this
was only a little beginning : this was only a foretaste of that
which was to cume; it was.a preparing of the way for
tl}g rémking of this Church, tae fate of which 15 now to be de-
cided.

In the second year of the reign of this boy king (who was
now only cleven years old,) who was, at once, eupreme spi~
ritual head of the Church, and secular sovereign of the Sia'e,
this Protestant Church and rehgion were established. Tiic
Roman Catholic religion having been abrogated ; having heen
protested against, and declared to be idolatrous ard damnable,
all men were let loose to choose for themselves, each having a
Bible in his hand. One seet had as much right to the tithes,
and the churches, as another sect ; but this would never have
done for the aristocracy. The remaiing tithes, the oblations,
the bishop’s lands the college lands, these were toa valuable <3
be suffered to be scramnbled for ; and though the amstocracy had
protested agaistthat Church, to which they had belonged, and
for the support of which they had been given, still they nad no
quarel with the things themselves; they had not protested

retaining thosc thinas which ho retained in the said book, but
also the honour of God and great quietuess, which, by the grace
of God, shall ens-e, do give tus highness most hearty and low-
Iy thanks for the same.”’

Bearing in mind tlus assertion about the aid of 1the Ioly Ghost
n this work, let us now come to the cnactnents.  You, Par-
sons, found the Churel’s prescriptive rights upon the assertion
that there never was any Act of Parliament for taking the be-
nefices away from the Catholics, and giving them to the Pro-
testarts ; that the Catholic ?arish-priests were never ousted from
their henefices.by Act of Parliament; that they hecame con-
verted in their several parishes ; «r eontinued to cxercise theiwr
several functions as hefore, ull the day of their death; or that
they went anay from their benefices without force; so that as
they had, unquestionaldy, a presenptive right 1o thear benefices,
the present Parsons siznd fairly in their shoes, and have a pre-

scriptive 1ight too. Now, then, let us see Low this matter
stands. The king had put forth a Baok of Homilies and a
Catechistn.  Priests had Dbeen permitted to marry; aad an
Act was soon after passed (2nd and 3rd Edward the Sixih,
chap 21) to allow priests to marry.  Every inducement had
heen offered to withdraw the parish priests from their religicn
hut sull, with very few scandalous exceptions, they reained
firm in their faith and their practice, at the time of the passing
of this Act. The Act, therefore, provided, that, if any rec-
tor, vicar, or perpetual enrate, or other priest, with benefice
should say mass in the usual manner, and not use the Common
Prayer Book, he should forfeit to the king one year's revenue
of his benefice, and be iinprisone] for six menths; that fur 3 se-
condgoffence, he should be deprived of his benefice, and w u i
his spiritual promotions, and be imprisoned for one whoic 3 as;
for a third offence, imprisonment duting 1as natural Lie ; that
if the priest had no beuefice, he should be impnsoned for < x
mooths for the first offence : and for the second offence, should
bemprisoned for Ins natural hfe! Thus did the gentle ( hirys-
tian Chureh begn ; thosdid the Angel of Chanty, Huminy a: d
,Humanity, preside at her nrth, But the Act did not sy, heie
it went on 1o the laity ; and it enacted, that if any one should,
by interludes, plays, songs, rhymes, or by other open words d. -
clare, or sptak anything in derogation, depraving, or despisc-
ing, the said Book of Common Prayer, peanlty, after penalty
were to follaw, ull at last came forfeiture of goods and chattels
to the king, and 1mprisonment during the natural bfe of the
arty ! )
P Here we have a futhful account of the BIRTH of this fa-
mous Church, which simply patat g0 the priests and the peo-




