
Tm~ COMMEI~OIAL.

Ube Commercial
WINNIPEG. NOVEMBEý-'R '26, 1SSS.

MEBS FARMING PAY ?
It seemns alinost absurd to aàk the'

question givcn above, as te farmiiîg opt-r
attions in Manitoba, yet it is a ques iont
which is net infrequently board propoimnd-
ed. Such a question froi a stranger
wbo had oniy arrived in the country,
mi-gbt net causo very great burprise, but
cvecasionaily even residents of the Pro-
vince are found, who are skepticai uPen
tiais point. Sucli persons, bowever, niuRt
have derived their ideas from one or two
individual cases of unsuccessful farming,
and they cannet have any general know-
ledge of the resuits of farnîing operations
in this country, as a wvhole. There are
certainly seine instances of unsuccessful
farigi in Manitoba, but this proves
ncthing at ail. Many of those wvho are
heard te declare that farmingr iii Manitoba
does not pay, are persons who have tried
farming theniselves and mnade a failure of
it. One inay £ail where a-nothier would
succeed under the sanie conditions.
This is true of ail pursuits in life. But
occasionally persons who start under very
favorable auspices, ivili fail, tbrough u afor-
seen obstacles, or more correctly, inisfor-
tunes.

Time was, and only a few years ago,
whben the question it the hesd of this
article, as te farming in Manitoba, îvas
frequently considered, and Ivas a n.atter
of doubt te, many. The country is yet
niew, and it bas only lately been put te
the real test. \Vhilst settiement îvas
sr-îall and immi grants we-e ceming in
rapidly, those already in the country
~vere unabie te supply the home '.emand
for produce, as the population was in-
creasing more rapidly than the produc-
tion of produce of the farm. Prices for
evervthino' the farmer lied te seli. were
consequently high, and there wvas ne
dificulty in maki:ig farming pay. 0f late
years titis bias been al] changed. The
ProvTince îxow produces a surplus of most
commodities, and prices have ruled on a
lower basis. The adaptability cf the
country te, profitable agriculture has
therefore been fully tested, and it may be
said with most satisfactory resuits,
Enough has bepu accomplished te con-
vince those who are familiar with the sit-
uation, that the agricultural population
of the 'Province as a whok~ bas made

great advancement on the rcad te pros-
perity within.the past few years.

A few wvho have made a failure cf
fuî ming wiIl continue te dlaimi that farmi-
ing i'; unprofitable, but sticb statomients
seein absurd in tho face of tho Pxisting
cotiditions. Thoso who have made a trip
through the Province, say once a year fer
several years back, and who have noed
the graduai progress of the settleri te-
îvardl apparentiy prosperous circainstan-
ces, îvill wonder tbat there are stili unbe-
lievers as te the protitableness cf farming
in Manitoba. They bave seen the grad-
uai extension cf the area undor cultiva-
tien year by year. The cutting off cf tbe
old prairie trails bv tbe wire fences cf
settlers, and the building cf ronds and
bridges te, taise their place, lias been
noticeable al] ver the country. New
and more conîfortabie buildings are every-
where replacing tbe fit-st habitations cf
the settiers, and other buildings are being
erected for the increasing berds cf the
farnmers, or for the storage cf bis creps.
The slew-going oxen cf the early sottiers
have been replaced by tbe more active
herse, whilst sente can afford te keep a
carriage herse for driving in addition te
their worki ng hersea. Fartners who were
unable te buy implemnents. when they first
coninmenced operatiens, are now supplied
wvith everytbing necessary te carry on the
wverk of their far-ns, and an interview
wvi1i tbe leading implement dealers wvill
eniy be necessary te learn that these im-
plemients are nearly ail paid for. During
the past season the dcnîand for lurober
fromi fat-met-s ail over the Province has
been se great that deniers have l)een un-
able to suppiy the denmand. Some cf tbis
cf course tvas taken by new settiers, but
the great bulk was used by old farniers,
,hose irnproved circumstances enabled
then' te erect additional buildings on
their farnis. Surely in the face cf aIl
this progress teward .prosperity, it seema
ridiculeus that there sbould stili be deubt-
ers left

Many cf these whc are in the best
position te know claini that the farmers
cf Manitoba have progresEed teward coin-
fortable circumstanees far more rapidly
than those whbo have taken up their abede
in the cities and towns. Tak-e for instance
aur Icelardic citizens. A 1.'-ge numiber
cf these people remained in Winînipeg,
whilst others settled as faraiers in rural
districts. A representative Icelandie
citizen stated te the wvriter recentiy that
those cf bis countryjnen who had talien

up agrictitural pursuits were now in very
nnîch better circunistances than those
who bad reniained in th 'e city. TI'bugi
unfamilia- îith the country andtibaving
overything te lent-n as te the modes cf
farining in M1anitoba, theso people wvbo
took up agriculture here have dene well,
and are nnw invariably in coînfortable
circunmetances.

It must aiss, be rcmnembered tliat the
gtent ninjcrity cf ont- farmers started un-
der unfavorablo circumstanicea-, botih. as
regards nîeans and experience. Very few
cotitmenced life on tbe prairies3 o! Mani-
tit witbi nny considerable anicunt cf
cash. Mlany wem-e obliged te -seek other
emipîcymient during parts cf the year, te
support tbemnselves until tliey cculd get
sonie returns froin the farrn. The great
majcrity of the miost favorably situated
had barely encugh te procure the most
neccessary articles with which to cein-
mence life. A great niany were foreign-
ers, aud unacqua-Inted with prairie fe.rm-
ing. Others were fremn cities% and had ne
knowledge cf agriculture wvbatever. At
best farming wvas but an expeni-nont in
Manitoba a few years age, and tic xncst
succesaful nmodes of agriculture had te, ho
leax-ned here hy experience, and experi-
onace usually cests somotbing. Thep ne-
complisbment cf se much during the past
!éw years, under such adverse circumstan-
. s shculd therefore bo a cause ci agree-
able surpr-ise, and ail doubts as te the
profitableness cf farming in Manitoba
should ease.

A few failures there bave been cf course,
and strange as it mn>' scout, in tbis con-
'tectien it may hoe noted that a good many
cf the failut-es have been among pet-ons
who commenced witb senie nient. Par-
ties who starteni with considerable cash,
but who were net practical farnîcra, much
less prairie farmers, often squandered
their mone>' upon unnecessar>' articles.
As they were net used te living under
privations, they would givo up the farm
%%hen tîteir mono>' îas gene. This class
is mosti>' made up of immigrants froni
Britain. Another class wv1îo have failed
as farmers in Manitoba are knovn a-; te-
mittance m'"n, aise usually Englishmen.
These parties have sometinies faroeed
in a half-hearted îvay, but depend-
ed mainly upon remittances front
home, andi net, infrequently the neur-
est Imotel gets the greatest benefit froin
the remittance. But those whe bave puit
up with privations an the start, and çào
have endenvored earnestly te get ehend,


