2

THE CRITIC.
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this evidence we gather, that while the poor of the rounty may in many
instances be comfortably housed amd cared for, the present system admits
of many abuses, and that not intrequemly panpers are lodged in the dwel-
lings of those who themeeives are ' a’state bordering upon pauperism ;
and that while the poor have in the main been kindly treated and cared for,
there are not wanting individual cases in which gross negligence, both as to
clothing and cleanliness, have existed.  From the evidence, we likewise
gather, that whiic t%. pactice of disposing of the poor at public auction
has for several years heen abandoned, the system now in vogue of accepting
the lowest tender for their support, all circumstances being considered, prac-
tically amounts to the same thing.  When we read of indemmifiers haggling
over the price to be granted for the support of a pauper, and stating that
“ he could get her kept for theee barrels of flaur,” we are forced to the con-
clusion that there is but a fine hne of disunction batween the practice of
the public sale of panpers to the liwest idders, and that of the barter and
trade for their suppoat which is carnied on more privately It is asserted
that in the sections of Marshalit wn and Plywpton indemniners frequently
paid for the support of paupers in part by goads provided from their own
shops, thus opening the door to a double profit in the transaction. One
thing the evidence ostablished bevond doubt, and that was, that medical
aid was seldom promptly obtained, and that the doctor was sometimes sume
moned only to stand by the death-bed of his patient. Railey’s advice 1o
“leave the poor some time for improvement,” does not appear to have
always been borne in mind ; b, inexcusable as this is, it is but wrifling as
compared with the negligence evinced respecting the education of young
children.  Mr. Bell's Report, wihile apparently wristen in a manly and inde-
pendent spitit, bears internal evidences of a desire to whitewash the abuses
of the system. At the same time, he prudently throws the responsibility
of its continuauce upon the shoulders of tie’ tax-payers of Digby. He
states that the only question on which he s called upon to give an opinion
is whether or not the poor of Dighy are, under the present system, well
cared for.  ‘This question he answers evasively, and while frank enough to
acknowledge that the present method pens the door fur many grave abuses,
he does not feel himseif called upon 1o recomm nd any material alteration
This we conceive 1o be the groat weikness of the Repart  From the evie
dence, it was shown that the panpersavere frequently ill-housed, ill-clothed,
and uncared for, that tardimes, 1 pro. uning medictd assistance and neglect
as to the education of chiidren existed, that the system of letting out the
poor by tender and contract, and of dufraving the expense of thar main-
tenance by supplying goods from the shops of imterested parties, was no
great advance upen the methad of disposinyg of them at public auction.
And yet Mr. Bell has not thought it his dmty 10 even recommend the Gov-
ernment or the Municipal Council of Digby to fullow the ex mple set by
the Counties of Hants, Cumberlind, ard : thers, in providimg a poor’s firm
where the unfortunates could be comfortably housed, fird and ciothed, and
where they would bz under the direct inspection of competent and respon-
sible men. But Mr. Bell's st s a s o omi-sion, e s of commission
lies at the doors of the twenty thensand 1nhabitams of Digby County. How
long they will be content t) have the stgma resulting fiom the present system
branded upon the fair name of their county. we cannot say, but we cannot
believe that as Christian men and wumen, tney will long tolerate the exis-
tence of white olavery in their mid-t.

: OUR SAVINGS LOCKED up.

We have frequently called attention to the derangement of business,
consequent upon the large absorption of capital by the Government Savings
Banks of the Dominion. We have no desire fora return of the titres in
which_private Savings Banks afford. d the only means for depositors of
small investments to reahize any rewn foer the memey laid aside for a rainy
day. The compettion in thees pray .t insututions, the high rate of interest
which they were oblized b off i, tue cont of management, and the difii
culty of readily realizng thaar aw< ts, made them lable to failure, cven
when carefully and judictously managed.  Tte American people have pro-
bably suffered more from the fiiture of these irresponsible institutions than
we have in Canada, which is dae, nu doube, to the greater inducements
officred for speculation intie Uired States.  The French Government
is liable at any time to br cslied upen 1o meet on demand the drafts-of
those holding deposit cherks «n the Nauonal Savinzs Bank, and the
responsibility «.f providing tor the immediate payment of these drafts, in the
event of a panic, is one of tuc must perplexing problems with which the
political financiers have to deal.  The National Savings Bank, having
offered to the people the high rate of interest of three-and-a half per cent.
per annum, has shoutdered a load of debt payable on demand, wnich far-
seeing French Statesmen regard as a constant source of danger to the
National credit. Notwnhstanding the precautions taken to prevent the
rapid increase of these depesits, they now aggregate $444,800,000, and it is
not surprising that French financiers arc demanding that this immense float-
ing debt be at once funded, in order to prevent the risk of National
bankruptcy. ‘The Daminion Goversment did well in introducing its present
Savings Bank system, but the compiratively high rate of interest which it
offers must eventuaily bring about a state of affairs in Canada analagous to
that now existing m France.  When Edward Biake stated, in his place in
Parliament, that our manuficrurers were suff ring from a lack of capital, he
stated what every one in wdastrng pursnits ku ws to be the truth ; but so
long as the Government off r< tot ¢ poope a fiiriv -afe investment at a
comparatively bigh re of v ere th ce wio have money  invest will
undoubtedly utilize the Government stitutions, and thus the capital whicn
is required to further our buxuess and manufacturing enterprises 1s diverted
from its legitimatc and proper use, and locked up in unremunerative public

works. - Most of our Commercial Banks have Savings Bank departmens
connected with them, but in none of these institutions, so far as we are
aware, is the rate of interest as high as that given by the Government, The
Government is_virtually out-hidding the banks, and as the banks are ryq
upon commercial prineiples, it is evident the Government is oftering 1o
wmvestors a premium over and above the market value of the money thys
secured. In a new country like Canada, the surplus capital cannot be
great, and if the country is to follow on in the line of progress, this
capital must be utilized in the development of our natural resources and
the building up of our industrics.

The Hon. A, W, McLelan, as Minister of Finance, should give this
question the consideration it deserves 3 and afier due notice to depositors,
reduce the present rate of interest to two and a half, or at the best, three
per cent.  This would at once ease the money market ; the Savings Banks
departents iu connection with Chartered Banks would be more genenlly
wilized, and the furmer, the fisherman, the shipbuilder, the mnufacturer,
and the trader, would be able to discount their paper at less exorbitant fates,
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EDUCATION OF THE INDIANS.

The problem of converting the wild, unstable Red Man into a peace
loving, bread-earning, law-abiding citizen lias only of late years made auy
approach to a solution. The Government of the United States found thay
their desultory attempts to cultivate a more peaceful spirit among the savage
tribes by means of a limited amount of education, stingily doled out to 2
few select members of a tribe, had absolutely no deterrent effect upon their
fellow tribesmen or themselves.  Autempts at educating the Indian are
almost as old as English colonization in America.  In 1692, Indians were
admitted to William and Mary College, Virginia ; but the dusky hoys whe
donued the garb and adopted the manaers of civilization while at College,
resumed their face-painting, feathers, tomahawks, and war-whoops as soon
as they returned to their homes in the wilderness.  Not that this chanse
was due to a desire to be fashionable ; there is a deeper reason—the natur
association betwzen a roving, hunting life and those practices which to the
civiiized wan, with his steady pursuits and tixed place of abode, may scem
unaccountable,  Later illustrations of the powerlessness of a itle educauon
to overcome old associations, hereditary instincty, and tee influsnce of
surroundings, are abundant. A quarter of a century ago, Little Crow, 4
college graduate, chief of the Sioux Indians in Minnesota, lived at the
agency surrounded by an atmosphere of refinement and clegance.  His
daughters, graduates of the best seminarics, kept and plaved their own
pianos. But when the ontbreak occurred in 1863, Little Crow painted his
face, donned his feathers, and showed himself the most blood-thirsty savage
of histribe.  And perhaps our own Poundmaker. had he lived in a settled
industrious community, instead of roaming about in search of wild animals,
would never have lent himsolf to an Indian nsing. Lut the Americans
have at lst found, as the Canadian government had discovered years before,
that the only method of effecting a permanent improvement in the condion
of the Indians is to change their whole manner of living. They must be
placed in a position to carn therr livelihood as civiliz-d men do, otherwise
they will only receive a varnish of civilization, without the substance, We
have in Canada whole communities of Indians who live just like other
men, and who never feel any temptation to go on the war-path. If, as
seems probable, the destiny of the Indian is absorption, nat extinction, he
must first go through a process of assimilation to his’ white brother in
mental training, it is true; but the process will begin with his physical
pursuits and surroundings.
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STRAIGHT INSURANCE.

Our remarks on life insurance have cxcited the interest of some of our
friends, who commend our desire to show it to be the duty of our people to
protect their famihies, and indirectly society, by adequate insurance, but
express surprise that we should recommend what they suppose to be an
assessment system, asserting that that system is wrong in theory, and has
been disastrous in practice.

‘To this we cnter the plea of “ confession and avoidance.” Tt is trae
that the assesament idea cannot be justified by the principles of insurance
mathematics, which are themselves the outcome of actual experience, and
that the results of assessmentexperiments of the past have proved disastrous.

It is not true that we have advised our readers to commit so sacred a
trust 10 a company or system based on that idea. The distincive principle
of the assessment system is that the amount of premium cach year, inclu-
sive or exclusive of the first, varics with the ratio of death-losses actually
sustained by cach particular society or association. When the death-rate is
high, the cost to the member is ligh ; when the death-rate is low, the coat
to the member is low. It is this fAuctuating cost—the failure to provide
during years of a low death-rate for the higher rate that must invariably fol-
low—that distinguishes the assessment system from all others, and in the
past has proved its most prolific source of disaster. A system which
necessanly involves this fluctuation of premium with the death rate is an
assessment system whether it plainly acknowledges the fact, or seeks to
conceal it by verbal tergiversation. A system which regularly provides for
« nominal death-rate, accumulating in years of a low mortality for the inevi-
tanle higher rate to restore the disturbed average, is not ain assessment
system, but is the svstem by which the insurance branch of the lovel-prem-
ium business his been conducted for a century.  And this is the system we
have without hesitation put forward as adapted to the real necds of our
people, when we have directed their attention to the Dominion Safety Fund
Life Association.




